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BRISTOL CITY COUNCIL 
 

DEVELOPMENT CONTROL COMMITTEE (SOUTH AND EAST) 
 

1 APRIL 2009 
 

REPORT OF THE HEAD OF LEGAL SERVICES 
 
Title: Grove Wood – Confirmation of Tree Preservation Order Hearing 
 
Officer Presenting the Report: Julie Seaton 
 
Contact Telephone Number: (0117) 9223039 
 
. 
RECOMMENDATION  
 
1. That members decide whether to confirm or not Tree Preservation Order No. 1092 

in respect of Grove Wood, Stapleton, Bristol. 
 
Context 
 
2. Grove Wood is within the Stapleton and Frome Valley Conservation Area.  It has a 

public right of way running through it and is popular with local residents.  The trees 
in the Wood were protected by virtue of Section 211 of the Town and Country 
Planning Act 1990. 

 
 The owner of Grove Wood at the beginning of 2008 felled a number of trees 

without permission.  This  was investigated by officers and it was decided not to 
take any enforcement action. 

 
 The owner’s agent then applied to fell 27 trees along one boundary of the Wood. 
 
 On 4 July 2008 officers made a delegated decision, which was communicated, to 

the owner by way of letter granting consent for the felling of the trees. 
 
 Since consent was granted for the felling of the trees there has been some 

considerable public concern as to whether the protection offered by Section 211 of 
the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 was sufficient. 

 
 The matter came before this committee on 29 October.  Members after 

considering the evidence before it decided that it was expedient in the interests of 
amenity to make provision for the preservation of trees in the Wood and therefore 
issued a Woodland Tree Preservation Order. 

 
 By virtue of Section 199 of the 1990 Act a Tree Preservation Order cannot take 

effect until it has been confirmed by the local planning authority.  The local 
planning authority has six months in which to confirm such an order. 

 
 The Council has received objection and the objector requests that the contents of 

two other letters form part of the objection (Appendix 1). 
 
  

AGENDA ITEM 6-3



- 47 – 
24/03/2009     16:42 

Officers from the Arboricultural Team have responded to the objections (Appendix 
2). 

 
 Members are therefore asked whether to confirm the Tree Preservation Order in 

respect of Grove Wood or not to confirm that Order.  
 
Options 
 
3. Members may – 
 
 (i) not confirm the Tree Preservation Order or 
 
 (ii) confirm the Tree Preservation Order without modification or 
 
 (iii) confirm the Tree Preservation Order subject to such modifications as 

Members consider expedient. 
 
Legal and Resource Implications: 
 
Legal   As set out in the report 
 
Financial  None 
 
Revenue   None 
 
Capital   None 
 
Personnel  None 
 
Appendices 
 
Appendix 1 – Objection to ancillary letters 
Appendix 2 – Officers response to the objection 
 
 
ACCESS TO INFORMATION – BACKGROUND PAPERS 
 
None 
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