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The Government’s Planning Practice Guidance expects forums to ensure the wider 
community is kept fully informed of what is being proposed and has opportunities to 
be involved in shaping the emerging plan. The council will continue to offer advice 
to forums on how effective involvement can take place and, where resources allow, 
provide assistance in carrying out the involvement.

	 3.22	 Whilst most community engagement in the preparation of neighbourhood development 
plans will be led by the neighbourhood planning forum, there are certain stages 
where the council carries out formal consultation:

Application to designate a neighbourhood planning area

	 3.23	 The council publishes on its website the name and map of the proposed 
neighbourhood planning area, the name of the relevant body who applied for the 
designation and details about how to comment. It also notifies and seeks comment 
from members of the Local Plan Consultation Database. Following this consultation 
the council publishes on its website the decision to either designate or refuse the 
application (with reasons, if refusing).

Application to designate a neighbourhood planning forum 

	 3.24	 The council publishes on its website a copy of the application made by the prospective 
forum and details about how to comment. It also notifies and seeks comment from 
members of the Local Plan Consultation Database. If the council agrees to designate 
the forum, it will publish on its website the forum’s name, its constitution and 
contact details. If the council decides to refuse the designation then it will publish 
reasons for the refusal on its website. 

Submission of a neighbourhood development plan

	 3.25	 Once the neighbourhood planning forum has submitted their finalised neighbourhood 
development plan following consultation on a draft, the council publishes on its 
website the plan and supporting documents, including details on how to make 
comments. It also notifies and seeks comment from members of the Local Plan 
Consultation Database. Copies of these documents are also made available at the 
main council offices. 

Decision on a neighbourhood development plan

	 3.26	 The council sends a copy of the submitted neighbourhood development plan, the 
supporting documents and comments received at the submission stage to an 
appointed Examiner for independent examination. Hearing sessions may or may not 
be required at the discretion of the Examiner.

	 3.27	 The council then publishes the Examiner’s report and decision statement on its website 
and makes it available to view at the main council offices. Subject to the Examiner’s 
recommendation, the council then proceeds to arrange a referendum within the 
neighbourhood planning area on the plan.
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Contact information

Planning applications 	 Planning policy

Development Management	 Strategic City Planning

Telephone: 0117 922 3000	

Email: development.management@bristol.gov.uk	 Email: blp@bristol.gov.uk

Web: www.bristol.gov.uk/planning	 Web: www.bristol.gov.uk/planningpolicy
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