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WHAT IS REGISTERED CHILDCARE?

Registered childcare is care that is inspected regularly by OFSTED (The
Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills) against
the Early Years Foundation Stage. Care that operates for 2 hours or more
a day and/or for 5 days a year or more is required to be registered. CRB
checks have been carried out on childcare providers to make sure they
are suitable to be around children. Premises are also inspected by
OFSTED to meet the required standards. The setting's OFSTED report is a
public document and providers should be able to show you their current
report on request. Parents can also view OFSTED inspection reports on
their website: www.ofsted.gov.uk.

WHAT IS A REGISTERED CHILDMINDER?

Childminders work in their own homes caring for other people's children.
They are self employed and can care for up to six children under the age
of eight.

All Bristol childminders are registered by Ofsted. They are police and
health-checked, and regularly inspected to ensure that a safe, secure and
stimulating environment is provided.

Childminders will offer different skills, but all Bristol childminders will
hold a relevant childminding qualification and a Paediatric First Aid
certificate.

USEFUL CONTACT DETAILS

Ofsted—regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children
and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. Website
allows parents/carers to review inspection reports for childcare providers.

Tel: 0300 123 1231 www.ofsted.gov.uk

Parentline Plus—is a national charity providing help and support in all aspects
of family life. We're here for you 24 hours a day, seven days a week through
our free Parentline. Whatever your family role or situation, we can help.

Tel: 0808 800 2222 http://familylives.org.uk

Education Otherwise—is a membership based organisation that provides
support and information for families whose children are being educated
outside school, and for those who wish to uphold the freedom of families to
take proper responsibility for the education of their children.

Tel: 0845 478 6345 www.education-otherwise.org

SPAN—The Single Parent Action Network provides a newsletter full of news
and information on groups, training, publications, funding and holidays. SPAN
supports self help groups through grants, training, guidance and cultural
diversity. Their Study Centre provides training and courses, a young mums
group, free creche and a drop-in service.

Tel: 0117 952 2712 www.spanuk.org.uk

WECIL—The West of England Centre for Inclusive Living is an organisation run
and controlled by Disabled people. It works with people to provide and
develop the services they want in order for them to be able to take a full and
active part in the community with control over their lives.

Tel: 0117 903 9800 www.wecil.co.uk

School Admissions—Bristol City Council service for information regarding
applications to primary and secondary schools, appeals and transfers.
Tel: 0117 903 7694 www.bristol-cyps.org.uk/schools/admissions

ACE—The Advisory Centre for Education provides free independent advice and
information for parents and carers in England and Wales on a range of state
education and schooling issues. .

Tel: 0808 800 5793 www.ace-ed.org.uk
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INCLUSIVE CHILDCARE - EARLY YEARS EDUCATION IS
MOVING FORWARDS

All children should be given the opportunity to learn and play together.
They have a right to early years education and childcare in their locality.

HOW IS THE PROCESS OF INCLUSION SUPPORTED?

Enhanced Provision can place children with registered childminders
who have experience and receive training to care for disabled children.
Placements can be made for two year old children in local education
authority day nurseries or registered day care settings.

A Special Educational Needs Coordinator (SENCO) is available in all
registered early years settings. Their role is to support inclusion by
engaging with parents, staff and other support services involved with
individual children. They are responsible for planning for individual
children.

Training in equality and disability awareness is available for all
childminders, early years workers, and play workers.

Special Educational Needs Code of Practice (SENCOP) informs all
registered early years settings on their statutory duties to identify,
assess and make provision for children’s special educational needs. The
Equality Act 2010 applies to all providers of early years services.

Portage is a home visiting educational service for pre-school children
who have special needs.

The Local Education Authority has a range of services available to
support inclusion in mainstream settings.

Out of School Services are offered training courses in ‘inclusive play’.
Funding is available to provide additional staffing resources and
placements.
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FREE PART-TIME EDUCATION

The Government is providing funding for all 3 and 4 year olds to attend
a registered early years setting for a maximum of 15 hours a week
during the school terms or a minimum of 12 hours all year round.
Individual settings will be able to offer you different choices.

Registered settings and providers include pre-school playgroups,
private day nurseries, childminders who are part of an accredited
network (e.g. Bristol Childminding Network), maintained nursery
schools, nursery classes in a primary or independent school, Children’s
Centres.

The Free Early Years Entitlement will be offered up to a maximum of
15 hours a week spread over at least 3 days and a maximum of 6 hours
per day, for at least 38 weeks a year. For more information or a list of
childcare providers who offer this provision please contact the Family
Information Service.

WHAT IS A PRE SCHOOL/PLAYGROUP?

Preschool/playgroups provide an
opportunity for young children to learn
through play in a group setting on a
sessional basis, usually for two to three
hours in the morning or afternoon
during term time. They are often run
by Parent Committees as non-profit
making groups. Parents/carers do not
have to stay with their children, once settled however, some parents
do stay to help out at the sessions.
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WHAT IS A DAY NURSERY?

These are Private Nurseries or Community Nurseries; varying in size
from small individual privately owned nurseries to nurseries run by large
national companies. Nurseries will have a team of staff who plan
activities to provide exciting learning opportunities for babies and
children. They usually open at about
8.00am, sometimes earlier, and close at
around 6pm and usually open most weeks
of the year. Part-time places are often
available. Community Nurseries are non-

profit nurseries and usually have a sliding
scale of fees determined on a family’s income. There are also Workplace
Nurseries where some employers run childcare schemes for children of
their employees. Nurseries usually cater for children 0-5 years old.

WHAT IS A CHILDREN’S CENTRE?

A Children’s Centre provides a range of high quality
integrated early years and childcare service to local
families. The services provided are available all year
round for a minimum of 48 weeks a year. Children’s ‘
Centres will ideally be sited on or close to a primary
school within “pram pushing” distance for families.

The services will include:-
-Day Care and Early Education
-Family Health, Ante-Natal and Post-Natal Care/Classes etc
-A range of Parenting and Family Support Services
-Childminder Drop-ins and Training Support
-Outreach Services
-“Surgeries” - Jobcentre Plus, Training Providers, Benefits Advice
-Local Advice and Information Services
-Support for Children with additional needs.
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USEFUL WEBSITES

www.1lbigdatabase.org.uk

1 . information
b 1 Big Database (1BigD) is a
af your fingertips

comprehensive  directory  of
services, events, community and
voluntary organisations, clubs and groups in Bristol, Bath & North East
Somerset and South Gloucestershire.

www.bristol-cyps.org.uk/early/early.html

This site holds information about Early Years
childcare provision in Bristol. Details of admission to

schools, additional requirement services and funding
can also be found here.

www.bristolparentinghub.co.uk

e B"IS"'O{L Bristol Parenting Hub has been developed

Parenting by Bristol City Council as a signposting

Hub website for parents and carers of children

of all ages. The internet holds a wealth of

information, which can be quite overwhelming at times. The purpose

of this site is to signpost you to up to date relevant information about
your child’s upbringing and make it as easy to find as possible.

www.goplacestoplay.org.uk

Bristol play service delivers quality play
opportunities for children aged 5-12 and

Q\OCGS
promotes inspiring play environments

S Play™
across the city. They provide a wide

range of services for the community, including Adventure Playgrounds,
after school clubs and holiday play schemes, and play rangers in parks.
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WHAT IS AN OUT OF SCHOOL SERVICE?

Out of school services are for school age children to play, learn and
have fun in groups. They are usually based in or near schools. Most
groups are managed by volunteer Management committee’s with
parents playing an active part in the management of the Club.

There are three main types of Services:

BEFORE SCHOOL CLUB (sometimes referred to
as BREAKFAST CLUBS) — open in the morning
before school starts, usually from around 8.00
am. Most offer children the opportunity to enjoy
breakfast with friends and some offer other
activities.

AFTER SCHOOL CLUB — usually from the time
school ends to about 6.00pm. Some are
based in schools others in the community and
children are collected either by bus or
occasionally ‘walkers’ who collect the
children and deliver them safely to the club.

HOLIDAY PLAY SCHEME — run in the school holidays and sometimes on
‘in-service’ days, usually between 8.00 am and 6.00 pm. Often part
time sessions are available.

WHAT ARE NURSERY CLASSES AND NURSERY
SCHOOLS?

Most Nursery Classes and Nursery
Schools are part of the state education
system (maintained sector) and are
mostly free. These are also known as
MNSCs. Some are run by private
schools and they charge fees. The Free
Early Years Entitlement may be
available to support payment of fees.

Nursery Classes are part of maintained primary schools or
independent schools. They are usually for three and four year olds.

Nursery Schools are separate services that cater for children aged
three to five. They can be private or provided by the local authority
(maintained).

Nursery Classes and Nursery Schools provide early education and
some provide childcare as well in the form of Before School, After
School or Holiday Schemes. Local Authority Nurseries usually offer
half days. Nursery Classes in
independent schools usually offer full
days. They are staffed by Teachers
and assistants. Nursery Schools and
Classes are likely to close for school
holidays of at least 13 weeks in the
year. Some Private Nursery Schools
stay open during school holidays.
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