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The Oxford D ct onary of Nat ona ography (DNB) s an author tat ve co ect on 
of famous Br sh peop e. It s ava ab n a brar es and at home for brary 
members. 

Th s the page that opens up when enter ng the DNB. The ‘Search’ tab 
gh ghted and nd dua sub-tabs are shown. The ma n body of text on th

page sts the sub-tab head ngs and g ves a br ef abstract as to what they are. 

Example: Looking for former Prime Minister Attlee 

Quick Search: Enter ‘Att ee’ n the Search Box. Here or here. 
Note: If you are unsure of the spe ng you cou d rep ace etters w th * to nd cate 
that you are unsure at th s po nt t conta ns another etter and wh ch one. For 
examp e ‘At* e*’ returns names w th poss e opt ons for the aster sk nc ud ng 
Att ee. 
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Former Pr me M ster Att ee s the fourth on the st of resu ts. C ck on h s name 
to br ng up the art e on h m. 
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The ma n body of the art e on Att ee f s most of the screen. On the eft hand­
de s a nav gat on bar. At the top t g ves the author name of th s art e. Th

fo owed by a st of the nd dua sect ons of the art e to a ow you to qu ck
nav gate to a part cu ar per od of Att ee’s fe. 

References ve you a st of b ograph ca ‘Sources’ on Att ee fo owed by a 
st of arch ved mater s from etters to f m footage and where they are be ng 

he d. ‘L kenesses’ te s where p ctures portra ts of Att ee can be found and 
‘Wea th n Death’ may be of nterest to some of you (Att ee probate was £7,295 
1968). 

DNB Archive ves the or na entry n the DNB as compared to th s on ne 
vers on. Many art es have been rev sed for the on ne vers on a though 
essent y the nformat on s st the same. 

Themes nks to other art es w th n the DNB to wh ch Att ee nked. The f rst 
nk for examp e takes you to a st of a our former PM’s. 

Other Online Resources ves nks to other on ne resources. 
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People Search 

Th s a very usefu feature f you are ook ng for peop e w th a part cu ar f d of 
expert se and for a part cu ar per od of t me. 

For examp e homework s g ven to f nd other noteworthy fema es of Jenner’s 
mes. A qu ck search of Edward Jenner revea s that he was act ve n the f ds of 

med ne and d scovered the vacc ne to sma pox. He ved from 1749-1823. 
Thus n the ‘F ds of Interest’ box se ect med ne from the drop down menu, 
se ect the fema e for the ‘Sex’ category and for ‘L fe Dates’ enter a per od of 100 
years from 1750-1850. The t ck boxes Act ve and A ve refer a person be ng a ve 
dur ng that per od (b rth to death) or act ve n the r f d (work ng fe). 
If you ook further down the st severa more opt ons are g ven such as p ace and 
date events or re ous aff at on to he p narrow down the search. 

The resu ts st 3 pages of fema es n that f d that ved dur ng th s t me per od! 
If the search had on nc uded fema es act ve dur ng the same per od the st 
wou d be down to two pages. 
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If the search s further narrowed down by t ck ng the box ‘Presence of an 
ustrat on’ the st cons sts of on y 7 persons and nc udes F orence N ght nga e. 

Other search options in the Search Tab: 

Back on the home screen, the f rst screen that opens up on enter ng the DNB, 
there are severa other categor es for searches: 

The abstract to each type of search g ves an nd cat on of what they are. 
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Browse: 

There are .further tabs that you can use For examp e, ‘Browse’ w st a
persons conta ned w th n the DNB. It m ght be usefu for qu ck y check ng 
someone s on the st and ver fy ng the spe ng. 

You can change the st to b rth date or death date order to qu ck dent fy 
persons part cu ar for a t me per od or narrow t down to ust ma es or ust 
fema es, on y those who have ustrat ons or those who are part of a fam y of 
famous peop e. 
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Themes 

Themes nc ude reference sts and groups and top ca essays. Some themes are 
ven n the box on the eft hand s de; the comp ete st can be seen by c ck ng 

on ‘show me a themes’ n the f rst box on the eft. 
A more comprehens ve gu de on the DNB can be found by c ck ng on the He
tab at the top of the DNB screen. 


