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You can use the Oxford Eng sh D ct onary (OED) on ne not ust for ook ng 
up words but a so to search any of the f ds n the d ct onary such as 
quotat ons, words of fore gn or n, pronunc at ons, and f rst c ted date. 

Example searches 

Find Word search 
Enter your word n the top r ght hand box and h t return or c ck on the 
magn fy ng g ass. Try sky-scraper
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When did a word or phrase first enter the English language? 
Check the quotat ons under the def on to f nd the ear est recorded use. 

Using wild cards 
You can use w dcards n a F nd Word or fu text search to make the search 
more f ex e. The quest on mark ? represents any one s ng e character, the 
aster sk * represents any number of characters (or none at a ). 

Examp es 
z????y br ng up a se ect on of 5 words for you to choose from. 
*phob a w br ng up a the words wh ch end n phob

Advanced Search 
Sw tch to Advanced Search mode by c ck ng the Advanced Search button at 
the base of the screen. 
Choose from the tabs whether you want to retr eve entr es or quotat ons. 
Type the word or phrase you want to f nd nto the box 
Choose your search area 

ck the start search button 
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How many words in the dictionary have an Arabic origin? 

Enter the search term Arab n the f rst box above. 
ck on the f rst drop down arrow and choose anguage names. You 
then see a st of a the arab c words n the OED. 

Look n the top r ght and you w see the tota number 

How do I find where a quotation comes from? 
Eg “shun the frumious bandersnatch” 

ck the quotat ons tab 
Enter a word from the quotat on n the f rst search box eg 
bandersnatch

ck start search 


