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Oxford English Dictionary

You can use the Oxford English Dictionary (OED) online not just for looking
up words but also to search any of the fields in the dictionary such as
quotations, words of foreign origin, pronunciations, and first cited date.
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Example searches

Find Word search
Enter your word in the top right hand box and hit return or click on the
magnifying glass. Try sky-scraper.
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When did a word or phrase first enter the English language?
Check the quotations under the definition to find the earliest recorded use.

Using wild cards

You can use wildcards in a Find Word or full text search to make the search
more flexible. The question mark ? represents any one single character, the
asterisk * represents any number of characters (or none at all).

Examples
e 27?777y will bring up a selection of 5 words for you to choose from.
e *phobia will bring up all the words which end in phobia

Advanced Search

Switch to Advanced Search mode by clicking the Advanced Search button at
the base of the screen.

Choose from the tabs whether you want to retrieve entries or quotations.
Type the word or phrase you want to find into the box

Choose your search area

Click the start search button
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How many words in the dictionary have an Arabic origin?

Enter the search term Arabic in the first box above.

[ ]

e (Click on the first drop down arrow and choose language names. You
will then see a list of all the arabic words in the OED.

e Look in the top right and you will see the total number

How do I find where a quotation comes from?
Eg “shun the frumious bandersnatch”

Click the quotations tab
Enter a word from the quotation in the first search box eg

bandersnatch.
e (Click start search
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