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Gender

2

Bristol
ALL PEOPLE Males % Females %

0 to 15 72,796 37,358 51.3 35,438 48.7
16 to 24 55,300 27,417 49.6 27,883 50.4
25 to 44 117,417 58,274 49.6 59,143 50.4
45 to 59 62,761 31,529 50.2 31,232 49.8
60 to 64 15,660 7,835 50.0 7,825 50.0
65 to 74 27,945 12,966 46.4 14,979 53.6
75 and over 28,736 10,281 35.8 18,455 64.2
All ages 380,615 185,660 48.8 194,955 51.2

England and Wales
ALL PEOPLE Males % Females %

0 to 15 10,488,736 5,372,141 51.2 5,116,595 48.8
16 to 24 5,677,802 2,857,736 50.3 2,820,066 49.7
25 to 44 15,168,481 7,471,902 49.3 7,696,579 50.7
45 to 59 9,849,369 4,880,312 49.5 4,969,057 50.5
60 to 64 2,544,754 1,249,632 49.1 1,295,122 50.9
65 to 74 4,367,032 2,045,001 46.8 2,322,031 53.2
75 and over 3,945,742 1,449,202 36.7 2,496,540 63.3
All ages 52,041,916 25,325,926 48.7 26,715,990 51.3

Source: 2001 Census Theme Table T07. Crown Copyright
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Gender of population by age in Bristol



Age
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Bristol’s population is getting
younger, whilst nationally it’s
getting older

% aged 75 and over nationally
up; Bristol down to 7.5%

% 18–29 yr olds nationally
down to 15%; Bristol up to 21%

Bristol Bristol % England and Wales %

0 to 15 72,796 19.1 20.2
16 to 24 55,300 14.5 10.9
25 to 44 117,417 30.8 29.1
45 to 59 62,761 16.5 18.9
60 to 64 15,660 4.1 4.9
65 to 74 27,945 7.3 8.4
75 and over 28,736 7.5 7.6
All ages 380,615 100.0 100.0

Source: 2001 Census Theme Table T07. Crown Copyright

Population by age



Longterm Limiting Illness by Age
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Over 50% of people aged 65 and over 
have a limiting longterm illness

33% of people with a limiting longterm
illness live in socially rented housing
compared to 17% of people with no
limiting longterm illness

39% of people with a limiting longterm
illness do not have access to a car
compared to 17% of people with no
limiting longterm illness
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75 and over

0 to 15 16 to 24

Source: 2001 Census Theme Table T07. Crown Copyright

Longterm limiting illness by age in Bristol

Has a limiting 
long-term illness % of all in age group England and Wales %

0 to 15 3,748 5.1 4.3
16 to 24 2,871 5.2 5.7
25 to 44 11,646 9.9 9.7
45 to 59 13,316 21.2 21.0
60 to 64 5,507 35.2 34.7
65 to 74 12,108 43.3 41.7
75 and over 18,543 64.5 62.5
All ages 67,739 17.8 18.2
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Religion

Population by Religion

Christian Buddhist Hindu Jewish Muslim Sikh Other No Religion
religions religion not stated
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Source: 2001 Census Key Statistics KS07. Crown Copyright

Number of people Bristol % England and Wales %

Christian 236,239 62.1 71.8
Buddhist 1,614 0.4 0.3
Hindu 2,131 0.5 1.0
Jewish 823 0.2 0.5
Muslim 7,664 2.0 3.0
Sikh 1,778 0.5 0.6
Other religions 1,740 0.5 0.3
No religion 93,322 24.5 14.8
Religion not stated 35,304 9.3 7.7
All people 380,615 100.0 100.0

Bristol has a higher
percentage of people
with no religion – 24.5%
compared to the national
average of 14.8%

Bristol %

England 
& Wales %



Ethnic Group

Population by 
Ethnic Group

BME in 1991 = 5.1%   
BME in 2091 = 8.2%

Total BME population including
mixed race is 8.2% for Bristol

If White Irish and White Other
are included, this figure
increases to 12% 

The BME population has grown
by 61% from 5.1% in 1991 to
8.2% in 2001

Over half of all mixed race
people are aged under 15 years
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White British

White Irish

White other

Mixed race
Black & Minority
Ethnic (BME)

Source: 2001 Census, Key Statistics for
Local Authorities KS06. Crown Copyright

Number of people Bristol % England and Wales %

All people 380,615 100.0 100.0
White British 335,085 88.0 87.5
White Irish 4,321 1.1 1.2
White Other 10,124 2.7 2.6
Mixed race 7,934 2.1 1.3
Black & Minority Ethnic (BME) 23,151 6.1 7.4
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Economic Activity by Ethnic Group

Bristol

ALL White White White Mixed Asian or Black or Chinese  
PEOPLE British Irish Other Asian Black or other

British British Ethnic Group

ECONOMIC ACTIVITY 
all 16-74 279,083 245,747 3,693 8,640 3,714 7,877 6,582 2,830

Economically active 186,879 166,433 2,286 5,627 2,309 4,667 4,054 1,503

Employee/Full-time 115,443 104,396 1,357 3,285 1,207 2,302 2,159 737

Employee/Part-time 32,993 29,705 444 860 350 748 682 204

Self-employed/
Full-time 14,631 12,695 227 490 131 632 222 234

Self-employed/
Part-time 4,651 4,103 43 205 53 144 65 38

Unemployed 8,599 7,015 119 289 237 351 520 68

Full-time student 10,562 8,519 96 498 331 490 406 222

Economically inactive 92,205 79,314 1,407 3,013 1,406 3,210 2,528 1,327

Source: 2001 Census Theme Table T13.  Crown Copyright
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England and Wales

ALL White White White Mixed Asian or Black or Chinese  
PEOPLE British Irish Other Asian Black or other

British British Ethnic Group

ECONOMIC ACTIVITY 
all 16-74 37,607,438 32,879,785 540,313 1,096,795 322,386 1,587,310 823,809 357,040

Economically active 25,022,204 22,117,341 323,088 721,114 205,795 912,582 538,631 203,653

Employee/Full-time 15,250,199 13,573,542 198,042 443,468 116,230 490,561 316,700 111,656

Employee/Part-time 4,430,831 4,019,105 53,703 97,497 28,083 133,308 72,053 27,082

Self-employed/
Full-time 2,387,627 2,096,353 37,673 73,850 13,907 111,454 27,731 26,659

Self-employed/
Part-time 726,863 646,713 8,432 28,325 4,784 25,086 7,534 5,989

Unemployed 1,261,343 1,015,664 17,353 42,507 21,810 83,743 65,987 14,279

Full-time student 965,341 765,964 7,885 35,467 20,981 68,430 48,626 17,988

Economically inactive 12,585,234 10,762,444 217,225 375,681 116,591 674,728 285,178 153,387

Footnote: 
For the Census; part-time is defined as working 30 hours or less a week.  
Full-time is defined as working 31 or more hours a week.
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Marital Status

46% of males and 50% of females who are married are aged between 25 and 49

This figure drops to 21% and 20% respectively for people aged 50-59

Of people aged 60 and over, 27% of females and 32% of males are married

Source: 2001 Census Standard Table S002. Crown Copyright

Single Married Separated (but still Divorced Widowed
(never married) legally married)

Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female

0 to 15 37,356 35,438 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a

16 to 24 26,847 26,574 499 1,116 28 125 34 51 12 17

25 to 49 32,454 26,848 29,391 32,266 1,867 2,950 5,401 7,646 198 496

50 to 59 3,003 1,650 13,386 13,060 607 618 3,094 3,729 402 1,112

60 to 64 892 496 5,451 4,979 160 148 992 1,162 340 1,040

65 to 74 1,401 1,066 9,127 7,911 186 167 1,061 1,350 1,191 4,485

75 & over 903 1,535 6,115 4,461 92 67 351 703 2,820 11,586

ALL PEOPLE 102,856 93,607 63,969 63,898 2,940 4,075 10,933 14,641 4,963 18,736



Cohabiting Couples
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Source: 2001 Census Standard Table S004.  Crown Copyright

Bristol England and Wales

Male Female Male Female

0 to 15 7 3 477 151
16 to 24 2,299 3,596 218,258 378,798
25 to 49 13,267 12,167 1,473,174 1,348,731
50 to 59 1,313 1,113 200,795 164,608
60 to 64 306 250 48,885 36,163
65 to 74 370 244 51,646 37,683
75 and over 162 154 24,584 17,819
ALL PEOPLE 17,724 17,527 2,017,819 1,983,953

13% of males and 21% of
females who are in a cohabiting
couple are aged between 16 
and 24

This increases to 75% of males
and 69% of females aged
between 25 and 49 years

This figure drops even lower to
12% of males and 10% of
females over the age of 50 years

Cohabiting couples by age in Bristol



Country of Birth by Age
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Source: 2001 Census Standard Tables S015.  Crown Copyright

Bristol
ALL PEOPLE 0 to 15 16 to pensionable age Pensionable age and over

United Kingdom 349,346 70,582 219,303 59,461
Western Europe 9,787 540 7,151 2,096
Eastern Europe 1,297 72 793 432
Africa 4,569 448 3,842 279
Asia 8,975 653 7,472 850
North America 4,534 318 3,049 1,167
South America 471 29 380 62
Oceania 1,294 126 1,077 91
Other 342 25 245 72
ALL PEOPLE 380,615 72,793 243,312 64,510

England and Wales
ALL PEOPLE 0 to 15 16 to pensionable age Pensionable age and over

United Kingdom 47,406,411 10,116,134 28,480,390 8,809,887
Western Europe 1,252,005 90,147 835,135 326,723
Eastern Europe 239,934 22,613 154,403 62,918
Africa 808,940 76,094 676,016 56,830
Asia 1,594,302 112,930 1,264,141 217,231
North America 466,995 47,455 318,513 101,027
South America 73,785 5,927 56,644 11,214
Oceania 158,488 14,145 131,610 12,733
Other 41,056 3,291 28,432 9,333
ALL PEOPLE 52,041,916 10,488,736 31,945,284 9,607,896



Footnote: 
‘Other’ consists of people born at sea or in the air; or with country of birth not stated.
People born in Central America have been included in North America.
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Country of birth by age in Bristol



Lone Parent Households by Ethnic Group

Bristol England & Wales

ALL Lone Parent ALL Lone Parent
HOUSEHOLDS Households HOUSEHOLDS Households

White

British 145,171 14,528 19,336,648 1,777,286

Irish 2,364 240 357,289 35,250

Other White 4,252 349 556,180 43,070

TOTAL 151,787 15,117 20,250,117 1,855,606

Mixed

White and 
Black Caribbean 686 221 45,709 12,210

White and 
Black African 166 24 20,666 4,120

White and Asian 376 35 41,638 5,127

Other Mixed 446 67 38,296 5,482

TOTAL 1,674 347 146,309 26,939

14

Footnotes: 
A dependent child is a person in a household aged 0 to 15 (whether or not in a family) or
a person aged 16 to 18 who is a full time student in a family with parent(s). 

Source: 2001 Census Standard Table S106.  Crown Copyright



Bristol England & Wales

ALL Lone Parent ALL Lone Parent
HOUSEHOLDS Households HOUSEHOLDS Households

Asian or Asian British

Indian 1,529 114 314,952 25,333

Pakistani 1,132 132 172,510 19,129

Bangladeshi 312 45 61,939 6,752

Other Asian 365 38 80,748 7,079

TOTAL 3,338 329 630,149 58,293

Black or Black British

Black Caribbean 2,919 648 275,628 64,728

Black African 904 148 176,436 34,994

Other Black 327 98 31,218 8,661

TOTAL 4,150 874 483,282 108,383

Chinese or other
ethnic group

Chinese 707 57 77,384 6,577

Other Ethnic Group 433 40 73,234 7,688

TOTAL 1,140 97 150,618 14,265

ALL PEOPLE 162,089 16,784 21,660,475 2,063,486
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Lone Parent Households by Ethnic Group in Bristol
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