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GENERIC - Risk assessment models
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RISK RATING

The RATING or LEVEL of any risk as High, Medium or Low is given while considering…

…the potential severity of the harm the hazard may cause….

TOGETHER with

…the likelihood that a hazard can cause harm.

Fatal/Major injury
Death, major injuries or
ill health causing long-
term disability/absence
from work

Serious injury
Injuries or ill health causing

short-term

disability/absence from

work  (over 3 days)

Minor injury
E.g. minor knocks,
scrapes or splinters or
plant/insect stings.

High likelihood
Occurs repeatedly /

event only to be
expected

Possible
Moderate chance/could

occur sometimes

Improbable
So unlikely that

probability 
is close to zero

HIGH HIGH

HIGH MEDIUM

MEDIUM

LOW

MEDIUM

These models have been provided for use by volunteers and are a comprehensive
guide to possible hazards and precautions to take to reduce risk when carrying
out an outdoor practical activity.

For every hazard a risk rating or level of risk has been given.  These have been
calculated using the following:

This allows us to work to the following formula:

LOWLOW

All necessary Precautions / Control Measures must be taken to reduce the level of risk if possible.

If the level of risk is HIGH then the activity
MU ST  N OT  G O  A H EA D.
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ACTIVITY - Risk Assessment Models

RISK RATING

The RATING or LEVEL of any risk as High, Medium or Low is given while considering…

…the potential severity of the harm the hazard may cause….

TOGETHER with

…the likelihood that a hazard can cause harm.

Fatal/Major injury
Death, major injuries or
ill health causing long-
term disability/absence
from work

Serious injury
Injuries or ill health causing

short-term

disability/absence from

work  (over 3 days)

Minor injury
E.g. minor knocks,
scrapes or splinters or
plant/insect stings

HIGH HIGH

HIGH MEDIUM

MEDIUM

LOW

MEDIUM

These models have been provided for use by volunteers and are a comprehensive
guide to possible hazards and precautions to take to reduce risk when carrying
out an outdoor practical activity.

For every hazard a risk rating or level of risk has been given.  These have been
calculated using the following:

This allows us to work to the following formula:

LOWLOW

All necessary Precautions / Control Measures must be taken to reduce the level of risk if possible.

If the level of risk is HIGH then the activity
MU ST  N OT  G O  A H EA D.

High likelihood
Occurs repeatedly /

event only to be
expected

Possible
Moderate chance/could

occur sometimes

Improbable
So unlikely that

probability 
is close to zero
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Site Risk Assessment Form

RISK RATING

The RATING or LEVEL of any risk as High, Medium or Low is given while considering…

…the potential severity of the harm the hazard may cause….

TOGETHER with

…the likelihood that a hazard can cause harm.

Fatal/Major injury
Death, major injuries or
ill health causing long-
term disability/absence
from work

Serious injury
Injuries or ill health causing

short-term

disability/absence from

work  (over 3 days)

Minor injury
E.g. minor knocks,
scrapes or splinters or
plant/insect stings

HIGH HIGH

HIGH MEDIUM

MEDIUM

LOW

MEDIUM

This form has been provided for use by volunteers and is the forms that must be
completed. They must be handed in to Community Parks Officer for the site
before the activity is due to take place.   Electronic versions of these forms are
also available and upon completion, they can be approved by email. 

For every hazard a risk rating or level of risk has been given.  These have been
calculated using the following:

This allows us to work to the following formula:

LOWLOW

All necessary Precautions / Control Measures must be taken to reduce the level of risk if possible.

If the level of risk is HIGH then the activity
MU ST  N OT  G O  A H EA D.

High likelihood
Occurs repeatedly /

event only to be
expected

Possible
Moderate chance/could

occur sometimes

Improbable
So unlikely that

probability 
is close to zero
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HEALTH AND SAFETY PLAN

DATE

LOCATION ADDRESS (Be Accurate)

TASK COMMENCES (Time)

TASK FINISHES (Time)

TASK

METHOD STATEMENT (Briefly state: What activity you are carrying out and how? 
Mention all activities)

NUMBER OF VOLUNTEERS (estimate)

NEAREST HOSPITAL (with A&E)

Appointed persons:

HEALTH & SAFETY PERSON

FIRST AID PERSON (if present)

TOOLS & EQUIPMENT PERSON 
(if appropriate)

Risk Assessment and H&S Plan 
written by

Date Written

AUTHORISATION Checked by (CPO)

...................................................  

Signed:....................................

Date:.......................................

Risk Assessment Attached? Yes ❏ No ❏

To Volunteer/Group Health and Safety Rep: This form must be handed in to Community Parks Officer for the
site before the activity takes place.

(to be completed by 
Bristol City Council
Parks Officer)
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Attendance Sheet for Volunteers

Name of event:

Date of event:

It is important that, as a volunteer, you receive health and safety instructions and a tools talk
for the tasks you are carrying out.  Please only take part in the tasks and sign this sheet if that 
is the case.

To Volunteer/Group Health and Safety Rep: - Please retain this sheet when completed.  As the
document contains personal contact number, it is optional to hand in to your Community Parks
Officer for the site.

Name Signature Emergency contact 
number
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Protective Equipment & Safety Equipment Form

Personal protective equipment required: Safety equipment required:

YES NO YES NO

Spade Hand saw

Fork Bow saw

Hand fork Pruning saw

Trowel Long-handled pruning saw

Hammer Billhook

Mell Slasher

Sledge hammer Wheelbarrow

Mallett Bucket

Crow bar Sweeping brush

Wrecking bar Litter picker

Secateurs Spirit level

Loppers Screwdriver

Rake Rubble sacks

YES NO YES NO

Gloves First Aid kit and accident     
book

Sharps gloves Mobile Phone

Hard hats Hand washing facilities

Toe-capped boots/shoes Sun block

Ear defenders Hazard tape

Safety glasses ‘Work in progress’ caution 
signs

Waterproofs Sharps box

Wellies Disposable bags

Safety rope

Vehicle

Tools and Equipment Required

Other materials required to suit task: (e.g. tree stakes and ties, mulch, screws, nails etc.)


