
Nature Nurture Update

As we approach the winter solstice, nature is starting to
bed down in preparation for spring. Connecting with the
natural world can feel more challenging at this time of year,
however, its a great time to get involved in nature
conservation and restoration.

It’s been an exciting first year for the Nature Nurture group,
we have enjoyed getting to know green spaces across the
city and working alongside volunteers to create habitats for
nature.
 
Winter is the best time to see the bare bones of woodlands
and take part in work that will make a real difference in the
spring. Now the birds are no longer nesting, we will be
opening paths and woodland glades and doing more
coppicing (a traditional skill that reinvigorates woodland
and is always a favourite activity for volunteer groups). 
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 “Volunteering with the Nicky has put me on the path
towards a career in wildlife conservation and forestry.
I have learned so much from her vast knowledge of
local nature. I feel very lucky to have stumbled upon
the team and encouraged to keep moving forward with
my goals” (Dave Matthews, volunteer).

Nature Nurture sessions are Ranger-led and open to all.
If you would like to learn more or get involved please
email nicky.hodges@bristol.gov.uk or visit our Can Do
page.

Grassland
Management Update

Nature Nurture volunteers on
site this autumn.
“I’ve really enjoyed working
alongside volunteers, and its
great to hear what a difference
it makes for them” (Ranger
Nicky).

https://candobristol.co.uk/activity/nature-nurture-group-with-the-roving-ranger%C2%A0-wednesdays-and-fridays2
https://candobristol.co.uk/activity/nature-nurture-group-with-the-roving-ranger%C2%A0-wednesdays-and-fridays2


We are working alongside
Bristol Avon Rivers Trust
and communities to care

for local rivers.

Pond Creation Update

This Autumn, the Green Recovery Fund
project team has worked alongside BCC-led
Park Work and local volunteers to create new
wildlife ponds across the city. At the time of
writing, 2 new ponds have been completed in
Coombe Brook Valley, Ridgeway Playing fields
with another 3 (Horfield Common, Crow Lane
Open Space and Arnall Drive) to be created
this December.

Digging these large ponds is hard and
rewarding work, and we want to thank
everyone who has been involved. The ponds
will create vitally important habitats for
wildlife, and we look forward to watching
them flourish! 
 

 

"I loved bringing my sister and friend to
volunteer with me. It’s really cool knowing all
our hard work will give toads, frogs, newts,
and insects a fresh new home. I’m all for
boosting Bristol’s biodiversity!" Zenith
Giddings at Ridgeway playing fields.

River Restoration Update

Bristol Avon Rivers Trust (BART) has been busy
delivering river restoration projects funded by
the Green Recovery Fund project.

Since the last newsletter update, BART has
carried out Environmental DNA water sampling on
the River Trym to help identify the species
present across the catchment. 
This involves analysing genetic material shed by
wildlife into the water, providing a non-intrusive
way to understand which species are present in
the river. 

BART has also completed an assessment of potential in-channel barriers, such as
weirs which may impede the movement of fish and other aquatic species. This work
will support a better understanding of the catchment and inform future measures
to improve fish passage and ecological health.

Planning for the river restoration works in Manor Woods Valley and Crox Bottom is
progressing well and BART remains on track to deliver these improvements early in
the new year. 
For more information, please contact BART: info@bristolavonriverstrust.org.

Bristol Avon Rivers Trust have carried
out Environmental DNA testing along
the River Trym in north Bristol.

mailto:info@bristolavonriverstrust.org


Grassland Management Update

As part of our Grassland Management pilot, we
have carried out work to enhance areas of
grassland by sowing yellow rattle.

We have recently started managing spaces in
Blaise, Elderberry Walk, Victoria Park,
Stockwood Open Space, and Craydon Road as
wildflower meadows, by carrying out an annual
hay cut. 

The enhancement work has involved scarifying
the grass to create 50% bare ground into which
we’ve then sown yellow rattle seeds.

This method is in-l ine with best practice guidance from Plantl ife and
Natural  England.
Known as the ‘meadow maker ’  yellow rattle is  semi -  parasit ic and
draws water and nutrients from vigorous grasses,  reducing their
growth and creating more space for wildflowers to grow.

Wishing you all  a happy festive period from all  of  the Managing for
Nature Team, we wil l  share our next stakeholder newsletter in March
2026!

Working together for nature:
Community story with Ail ie from 
St George’s Park

Many of the green spaces being enhanced by
the Green Recovery Fund project are also being
cared for by local residents. We would like to
celebrate how we are working together to
improve parks and green spaces for all of
Bristol’s residents (both human and otherwise!). 

Ailie is a local tree champion and member of
the brilliant Friends of St George Park. We
spoke with her in November and found out what
they have been doing to create more space for
nature.

You can read Ailie’s story here.

“St George’s park is a thriving
community space and the closest point
of contact with nature. I feel motivated
to protect the park and live in harmony
with local nature.” - Ailie

Victoria Park - one of the sites we have
enhanced with yellow rattle

https://www.bristol.gov.uk/residents/museums-parks-sports-and-culture/parks-and-open-spaces/managing-green-spaces-for-nature#:~:text=Overall%2C%20we%20manage%20nearly%20200,insects%2C%20including%20bees%20and%20butterflies.
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.plantlife.org.uk%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2024%2F02%2FThe-Good-meadow-guide-Plantlife.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CHayley.Swift2%40bristol.gov.uk%7C5486bed6b11a42256e4908de30d3b913%7C6378a7a50f214482aee0897eb7de331f%7C0%7C0%7C639001883070409521%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=O5%2B3mfjDspNVIgtKzJbtVRj0DubKQP474BZRxT6Tb%2Fc%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.plantlife.org.uk%2Fhow-to-grow-yellow-rattle%2F&data=05%7C02%7CHayley.Swift2%40bristol.gov.uk%7C4695987758cd408d7ba808de2e6227ae%7C6378a7a50f214482aee0897eb7de331f%7C0%7C0%7C638999196281671757%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=iiwa2hfhwndWuRxLpklr%2BghqrvL6%2FKTdDp4KnNJlbDk%3D&reserved=0
https://friendsofstgeorgepark.org.uk/
https://arcg.is/1jGKP82

