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)*%+,$-.%'&,//012 ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' 3'
' ' ' '
4#$1"5,+$-"#'0#5'/%$6"5&'' ' ' ' ' ' ' 7'
' '
8%/"910:6-+':1";-<%'";'1%&:"#&%&' ' ' ' ' ' =3'
' '
>%&,<$&'0#5'/%$6"5&'";'0#0<2&-&' ' ' ' ' ' ( ?' '
'

@6%';,$,1%'";'$6%'!"<&$"#'&$0$,%'' ' ' ' ' ( ( '
' ' '
@6%';,$,1%'";'$6%'%/:$2':<-#$6'' ' ' ' ' ' 3A'
' ' '
B%#$-/%#$'"#'$6%'$"::<-#9'";'$6%'&$0$,%'' ' ' ' C3'
' ' '

>%+"//%#50$-"#&'' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' AD' '
'
'
'
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>1#?-)6@#$(-::,49 $
'
'
4#'$6%'&,//%1'";'(?(=E'$6%'FG%'01%'H1-&$"<I'J-&$"12'!"//-&&-"#' +"#&,<$%5'K-$6'
$6%':,L<-+'0L",$'$6%';,$,1%'";'$6%'!"<&$"#'&$0$,%'0#5'$6%'!"<&$"#':<-#$6M'
N%":<%'605'0'+60#+%'$"'&%%'$6%'&$0$,%'0#5'<%01#'0L",$'-$&'6-&$"12'-#'0'
$%/:"1012'5-&:<02'0$'$6%'O'B6%5'/,&%,/E'0&'K%<<'0&'.-%K'$6%'5-&:<02'"#<-#%M'
P<"#9&-5%'$6%'5-&:<02'K0&'0'&,1.%2'$60$'-#.-$%5':%":<%';1"/'H1-&$"<'0#5'L%2"#5'
$"'&601%'$6%-1'.-%K&'"#'0'#,/L%1'"; 'Q,%&$-"#&'$60$'0&R%5S'
'

=M! 8"'2",'091%%'"1'5-&091%%'$60$'$6%'!"<&$"#'&$0$,%'&6",<5'L%':,$'"#'
5-&:<02'-#'0'/,&%,/'-#'H1-&$"<T''
4;'2",'5"#I$'091%%'$60$'$6%'&$0$,%'&6",<5'L%'-#'0'/,&%,/E' :<%0&%'$%<<',&'
K60$'2",'$6-#R'&6",<5'60::%#'$"'-$'-#&$%05U''
4;'2",'091%%'$60$'$6%'&$0$,%'&6",<5'L%'-#'0'/,&%,/':%1/0#%#$<2E':<%0&%'
$%<<',&'6"K'2",'K",<5'<-R%'$"'&%%'-;'5-&:<02%5M'
'

(M! G60$'&6",<5'L%'-#'$6%':<-#$6'&:0+%T'
o! V:50$%'$6%':<0Q,%'"#'$6%':<-#$6'$"'1%;<%+$'$6%'%.%#$&'";'W'X,#%'

(?(?T'
o! V&%'$6%':<-#$6';"1'$%/:"1012'01$K"1R&'Y'&+,<:$,1%&T'
o! V&%'$6%':<-#$6';"1'0':%1/0#%#$'01$K"1R'Y'&+,<:$,1%T'
o! Z%%:'$6%':<-#$6'L,$'<%0.%'-$'%/:$2T'
o! 4;'F[$6%1IE':<%0&%'&:%+-;2M'

'
3M! J"K'5"'2",';%%<'0L",$'$6%'&$0$,%'L%-#9':,<<%5'5"K#T'

'
G-$6'%0+6'Q,%&$-"#E'$6%1%'K0&'0<&"';1%%'&:0+%';"1':%":<%'$"'&601%'-5%0&'0#5'
.-%K&'-#'$6%-1'"K#'K"15&M'\",'K-<<';-#5'0'&%<%+$-"#'";'$6%&%'K"15&'$61",96",$'
$6-&'1%:"1$M''
'
@6-&'&,1.%2'K0&'0'+60#+%';"1':%":<%'$"'6%<:'$"'5%+-5%'K60$'60::%#&'$"'$6%'
&$0$,%'0#5':<-#$6M'G%'01%'.%12'910$%;,<'$"'0<<'K6"'$""R'$6%'$-/%'$"':01$-+-:0$%M'
@6%'0#&K%1&'2",'60.%'9-.%#'K-<<'6%<:'$"'5%+-5%'$6%-1';,$,1%M''
'
@6%'O02"1'0&R%5'$6%'J-&$"12'!"//-&&-"#'$"'1%.-%K'$6%'+"#&,<$0$-"#'0#5'";;%1'
0'#,/L%1'";'1%+"//%#50$-"#&'-#'$6%'<-96$'";'-$M'@6-&'1%:"1$'&,//01-]%&'$6%'
;-#5-#9&'0#5'0<&"'&,99%&$&'K60$'/-96$'60::%#'#%*$M''
'
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Who joined in?'
'
^%01<2'=CE???':%":<%'+"/:<%$%5'$6%'&,1.%2'_=3E7`CaM'[;'$6%&%E'b,&$'".%1'60<;'
K%1%';1"/'H1-&$"<'_AA':%1'+%#$aM'@6%'H1-&$"<':01$-+-:0#$&'K%1%'0'+1"&&c&%+$-"#'";'
$6%'+-$2'K-$6':%":<%'";'%.%12'09%E'9%#5%1E'%$6#-+-$2'0#5'5%:1-.0$-"#'<%.%<'
:01$-+-:0$-#9'-#'<019%'#,/L%1&M').%12'9%"910:6-+0<'01%0'";'$6%'+-$2'$""R':01$M'
J"K%.%1E'0';%K'#%-96L",16""5&'605'<"K%1'1%&:"#&%'10$%&E'&"'K%',&%5'
",$1%0+6'$"'%#+",109%'/"1%':%":<%'$"'b"-#'-#';1"/'$6%&%'#%-96L",16""5&E'0#5'
$6%#'90.%'%Q,-$0L<%'."-+%'$"'%0+6'01%0'";'$6%'+-$2'K6%#'0#0<2&-#9'K60$':%":<%'
605'K1-$$%#M'
'
'
What do people want? 
'
@6%'1%&,<$&':"-#$'$"'+"#&-5%10L<%'&601%5'$6-#R-#9'0#5';%%<-#9'-#'$6%'+-$2'0L",$'
$6%'%.%#$&'";'X,#%'(?(?'0#5'$6%';,$,1%'";'$6%'!"<&$"#'&$0$,%'0#5':<-#$6M''
'
'

1.! Most people wish to see the Colston statue on display in a Bristol 
museum. 

'
@61%%'",$'";' ;",1 '";'0<<'1%&:"#5%#$&'&0-5'$"':,$'$6%'&$0$,%'-#'0'H1-&$"<'
/,&%,/'_WC':%1'+%#$aM'H1-&$"<'1%&-5%#$&'091%%5'K-$6'$6-&'":$-"#'%.%#'
/"1%'&$1"#9<2E'K-$6';",1' ",$'";' ;-.%':%":<%';1"/'H1-&$"<'&02-#9'$6%'&$0$,%'
&6",<5'L%'"#'5-&:<02'-#'0'H1-&$"<'/,&%,/'_`?':%1'+%#$aM''
'
P1",#5'"#%'-#'&-*':%":<%';1"/'H1-&$"<'_=D':%1'+%#$a'5-5'#"$'K0#$'$6%'
&$0$,%'"#'5-&:<02'-#'0'H1-&$"<'/,&%,/'_Cd'%*:1%&&%5'#"'.-%K'"#'$6-&aM'[;'
$6-&'=D':%1'+%#$E'0::1"*-/0$%<2'$61%%cQ,01$%1&'K0#$%5'-$'1%$,1#%5'$"'$6%'
:<-#$6'0#5'0::1"*-/0$%<2'"#%cQ,01$%1'K0#$%5'-$'5%&$1"2%5'"1'#"$'"#'
5-&:<02M'
'
4#'",1 '&0/:<%'"; '&,1.%2'+"//%#$&E';"1'%.%12'"#%':%1&"#';1"/ 'H1-&$"<'
K6" '&0-5'$6%2'K",<5'<-R%'$6%'&$0$,%'5-&:<02%5'.%1$-+0<<2'0#5'+<%0#%5',:E'
;-.%';0.",1%5'60.-#9'$6%'&$0$,%'5-&:<02%5'<2-#9'5"K# '0#5'K-$6'910;;-$-M'4#'
$6%-1'+"//%#$&E'/ 0#2'&0-5'$6%2'<-R%5'$6%'K02'-$'0::%01%5'-#'$6%'
$%/:"1012'5-&:<02M'

'
'
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2.! A majority support adding a plaque in the vicinity of the plinth to 
reflect the events of 7 June 2020.  
  
O"1%'$60#';-.%'",$'";' %-96$':%":<%'_DA':%1'+%#$a'&,::"1$'055-#9'0'
:<0Q,%M'B,::"1$';"1'0':<0Q,%'-&'%.%#'&$1"#9%1'-#'H1-&$"<E'K6%1%'&%.%#'",$'
";' $%#'H1-&$"<'1%&-5%#$&'_W=':%1'+%#$a'091%%'K-$6'055-#9'0':<0Q,%'$"'
1%;<%+$'$6%'%.%#$&'";'W'X,#%'(?(?M''

'
'

3.! Opinion was more mixed on what to do with the plinth, although the 
most popular option was that it be used for temporary artworks or 
sculptures.  
 
X,&$',#5%1'60<;'";'0<<'1%&:"#5%#$&'_C7':%1'+%#$a'0#5'#%01<2'&-*'",$'";' $%#'
H1-&$"<'1%&:"#5%#$&'_A`':%1'+%#$a'&,::"1$',&-#9'$6%':<-#$6';"1'$%/:"1012'
01$K"1R&'"1'&+,<:$,1%&E'0#5'".%1'&%.%#'",$'";' $%#'H1-&$"<'1%&:"#5%#$&'
01%'":%#'$"'$6-&'_W(':%1'+%#$aM  
 
@6-&'-&'+<%01<2':1%;%11%5'$"'%-$6%1',&-#9'$6%':<-#$6';"1'0':%1/0#%#$'
01$K"1R'c'&,::"1$%5'L2';%K%1'$60#';",1 '",$'";' $%#'_3A':%1'+%#$'";'0<<'
1%&:"#5%#$&'0#5'3` ':%1'+%#$'";'H1-&$"<'1%&:"#5%#$&a'c'"1'<%0.-#9'$6%'
:<-#$6'%/:$2'c'&,::"1$%5'L2'01",#5'$61%%'",$'";' $%#'_(7':%1'+%#$'";'0<<'
1%&:"#5%#$&'0#5'3=':%1'+%#$'";'H1-&$"<'1%&:"#5%#$&aM'B/0<<%1'#,/L%1&'
K-&6%5'$"'&%%'$6%'!"<&$"#'&$0$,%':,$'L0+R',:'"#'$6%':<-#$6'_&,::"1$%5'L2'
b,&$'".%1'"#%'",$'";' $%#'-#'$6%'+-$2a'"1';"1'$6%':<-#$6'$"'L%'1%/".%5'
%#$-1%<2M 

'
'

4.! A majority of respondents felt positive about the statue being pulled 
down.  
 
O"1%'$60#';-.%'",$'";' %-96$'H1-&$"<'1%&-5%#$&'_DA':%1'+%#$a'&0-5'$6%2';%%<'
%-$6%1'.%12':"&-$-.%'_A?':%1'+%#$a'"1':"&-$-.%'_=A':%1'+%#$a'0L",$'$6%'
&$0$,%'L%-#9':,<<%5'5"K#M'G6-<%'H1-&$"<'1%&-5%#$&'K%1%'$6%'/"&$'
&,::"1$-.%'";'$6%'&$0$,%'+"/-#9'5"K#E'0+1"&&'$6%'&,1.%2'0&'0'K6"<%'".%1'
60<;'";'0<<'1%&:"#5%#$&'_AD':%1'+%#$a'&0-5'$6%2';%%<':"&-$-.%'"1'.%12'
:"&-$-.%'0L",$'$6%'&$0$,%'L%-#9'1%/".%5M''X,&$'".%1'"#%'-#'$61%%':%":<%'
_3D':%1'+%#$'";'0<<'1%&:"#5%#$&'+"/:01%5'$" '(W':%1'+%#$'";'H1-&$"<'
1%&:"#5%#$&a'1%:"1$%5';%%<-#9'#%90$-.%'0L",$'$6-&E'K-$6'$6%'/0##%1'";'
1%/".0<'$6%'#,/L%1'"#%'%*:<0#0$-"#';"1';%%<-#9'$6-&'K02M' 
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'
J"K':%":<%';%<$'0L",$'$6%'&$0$,%'L%-#9':,<<%5'5"K#'K0&'L1"05<2'&-/-<01'
0+1"&&'5-;;%1%#$'5%:1-.0$-"#'<%.%<&'0#5'%$6#-+'91",:&M'P9%'0::%01&'$"'
/0R%'$6%'L-99%&$'5-;;%1%#+%'-#'6"K':%":<%';%%<E'K-$6'2",#9%1':%":<%'
1%:"1$-#9'/"1%' :"&-$-.%';%%<-#9&'0L",$'$6%'&$0$,%'+"/-#9'5"K#'0#5'
"<5%1':%":<%'1%:"1$-#9'/"1%'#%90$-.%';%%<-#9&M'G6-<%'".%1';",1'",$'";'
%.%12';-.%'=`'$"'3C'2%01'"<5&';1"/'H1-&$"<'_`(':%1'+%#$'09%5'=`'$"'(CU'`='
:%1'+%#$'09%5'(A'$"'3Ca'K%1%'%-$6%1'.%12':"&-$-.%'"1':"&-$-.%'0L",$'$6%'
$"::<-#9'";'$6%'!"<&$"#'&$0$,%E'+<"&%'$"'60<;'";'$6"&%'09%5'DAe'K%1%'
%-$6%1'.%12'#%90$-.%'"1'#%90$-.%'0L",$'$6%'$"::<-#9'";'$6%'!"<&$"#'&$0$,%'
_C`':%1'+%#$'09%5'DA'$"'WCU'AD':%1'+%#$'09%5'WAeaM 
 
 

<#?&::#*A,)6&*( '
 
 
Future of the Colston statue  
 
 
Recommendation 1S'G%'1%+"//%#5'$60$'$6%'!"<&$"#'&$0$,%'%#$%1&'$6%'
:%1/0#%#$'+"<<%+$-"#'";'$6%'H1-&$"<'!-$2'!",#+-<'O,&%,/&'&%1.-+%M'

'
Recommendation 2S'G%'1%+"//%#5'$60$'$6%'&$0$,%'-&':1%&%1.%5'-#'-$&'+,11%#$'
&$0$%'0#5'$6%'"::"1$,#-$2'$"'1%;<%+$'$6-&'-#'$6%'<-&$-#9'5%&+1-:$-"#'-&'%*:<"1%5'
K-$6'J-&$"1-+')#9<0#5M'
'
Recommendation 3S'G%'1%+"//%#5'$60$'$6%'&$0$,%'L%'%*6-L-$%5E'510K-#9'"#'
$6%':1-#+-:<%&'0#5':10+$-+%'";'$6%'$%/:"1012'O'B6%5'5-&:<02'K6%1%'$6%'&$0$,%'
K0&'<2-#9'6"1-]"#$0<<2M'G%'1%+"//%#5'$60$'0$$%#$-"#'-&':0-5'$"':1%&%#$-#9'$6%'
6-&$"12'-#'0'#,0#+%5E'+"#$%*$,0<-&%5'0#5'%#909-#9'K02E'-#+<,5-#9'-#;"1/0$-"#'
"#'$6%'L1"05%1'6-&$"12'";'$6%'%#&<0.%/%#$'";':%":<%'";'P;1-+0#'5%&+%#$M'!
 
 
Future of the empty plinth 
 
 
Recommendation 4S'G%'1%+"//%#5'$60$'$6%';"1/%1'!"<&$"#'&$0$,%':<-#$6E'
0<"#9'K-$6'$6%'"1-9-#0<':<0Q,%&E'1%/0-#'-#':<0+%'0#5'$60$'0'#%K':<0Q,%'-&'
-#&$0<<%5'$60$'L1-%;<2'0#5';0+$,0<<2'%*:<0-#&'K6%#'0#5'K62'$6%'&$0$,%'K0&':,$'
,:'0#5'$0R%#'5"K#M'G%'&,99%&$'$6%';"<<"K-#9'K"15-#9';"1'$6%'#%K':<0Q,%S''
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'
‘On 13 November 1895, a statue of Edward Colston (1636 - 1721) was 
unveiled here celebrating him as a city benefactor. In the late twentieth and 
early twenty-first century, the celebration of Colston was increasingly 
challenged given his prominent role in the enslavement of African people. On 
7 June 2020, the statue was pulled down during Black Lives Matter protests 
and rolled into the harbour. Following consultation with the city in 2021, the 
statue entered the collections of Bristol City Council’s museums.’ 
'
Recommendation 5S'G%'1%+"//%#5'$60$'$6%'!"#&%1.0$-"#'P1%0'!6010+$%1'
P::10-&0<'-&',:50$%5'$"'-#+<,5%'0a'$6%'%.%#$&'";'W'X,#%'(?(?E'La'$6-&':1"+%&&'";'
:,L<-+'%#909%/%#$E'0#5'+a'$6%'5%+-&-"#'$"'<"+0$%'$6%'&$0$,%'K-$6-#'H1-&$"<'!-$2'
!",#+-<'O,&%,/&'&%1.-+%M'G%'1%+"//%#5'$60$'$6%'"::"1$,#-$2'$"'1%;<%+$'$6%'
+,11%#$'&$0$%'";'$6%':<-#$6'-#'$6%'^0$-"#0<'f-&$'5%&+1-:$-"#'-&'%*:<"1%5M'

'
Recommendation 6S'G%'1%+"//%#5'$60$'$6%'+-$2'$6-#R'+1%0$-.%<2'0L",$'$6%'
%/:$2':<-#$6'0#5'-$&'-//%5-0$%'.-+-#-$2M'G%'1%+"//%#5'$60$';,#5-#9'-&'&",96$'
;1"/':,L<-+'0#5':1-.0$%'&",1+%&'$"'+"//-&&-"#'$%/:"1012'01$K"1R&'0#5'
0+$-.-$-%&M'@6%&%'/-96$'$0R%'0'5-9-$0<'"1':62&-+0<';"1/E'"#'0#5'01",#5'$6%':<-#$6M'
G%'1%+"//%#5'$60$'$K"':1-#+-:<%&'9,-5%';,$,1%',&%'";'$6%':<-#$6S''

¥! $60$'$6%1%'01%':%1-"5&'";'-#$%#$-"#0<'%/:$-#%&&'0#5':1%&%#+%U''
¥! $60$'$6-&'-&'0'&:0+%';"1'5-0<"9,%'0#5'+"#.%1&0$-"#'0L",$'$6-#9&'$60$'

/0$$%1'-#'0#5';"1'$6%'+-$2E'-#+<,5-#9'$6%'<%90+2'";'$10#&0$<0#$-+'&<0.%12M'
 
 
Broader Issues for further consideration 
'
'

¥! G%'&%%'$6%'#%%5';"1'0'+-$2cK-5%'+"//-$/%#$'$"'+1%0$-#9'"::"1$,#-$-%&'
;"1'2",#9%1'0#5'"<5%1'9%#%10$-"#&'$"'-#$%10+$E'&601%'%*:%1-%#+%&'0#5'
:%1&:%+$-.%&'0#5'5%.%<":'91%0$%1'%/:0$62'0#5'/,$,0<',#5%1&$0#5-#9E'
-#+<,5-#9'&601-#9'.-%K&'"#'$6%'+-$2I&':0&$E':1%&%#$'0#5';,$,1%M''

 
¥! G%'&%%'$6%'#%%5'$"'5%.%<":':1"+%&&%&'0#5':10+$-+%&E'L"$6'<"+0<<2'0#5'

#0$-"#0<<2E'$60$'%#+",109%'0+$-.%'%#909%/%#$'-#'+1%0$-#9'/"1%'
1%:1%&%#$0$-.%':,L<-+'&:0+%M'G6%#'/0R-#9'5%+-&-"#&'01",#5'+"#$%&$%5'
6%1-$09%E':,L<-+'L"5-%&'&6",<5'5%.%<":'0#5';"<<"K':1"+%&&%&'$60$'01%';0-1'
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0#5'$10#&:01%#$E'-#+<,&-.%E':01$-+-:0$"12E'%.-5%#+%cL0&%5'0#5'+"//-$$%5'
$"'b,&$-+%M! '
'

¥! @6%'6-&$"12'";'$6%'+-$2I&'-#."<.%/%#$'K-$6'$6%'$10#&0$<0#$-+'%#&<0.%/%#$'
";'P;1-+0#':%":<%'-&'#"$'0#'-&&,%'$60$'+0#'"1'&6",<5'L%'+"#&-9#%5'$"'$6%'
:0&$E'L,$'10$6%1'1%/0-#&'%/L%55%5'-#':1%&%#$c502'+"#+%1#&M'B$1"#9'
;%%<-#9&'1%/0-#'"#'$6-&'$":-+E'0#5'$6%'$"::<-#9'";'$6%'!"<&$"#'&$0$,%'60&'
":%#%5'$6%'"::"1$,#-$2';"1'$6-&'6-&$"12'$"'L%'0551%&&%5',19%#$<2E'
0::1":1-0$%<2'0#5'&%#&-$-.%<2M'G%'1%+"9#-&%'$6%'<%05%1&6-:'";'$6%'f%90+2'
B$%%1-#9'g1",:'"#'$6%'Q,%&$-"#'";'6"K'H1-&$"<'/-96$'L%&$'/%/"1-0<-&%'
0#5'1%&:"#5'$"'$6%'$10#&0$<0#$-+'$10;;-+R-#9'0#5'%#&<0.%/%#$'";'P;1-+0#'
:%":<%M"'

 
$ $

 
! !"#$%&'$!(#)*+,-'!.,! /.00)12'!/$.-'00 '0 !-+,!1'!3.#,*! +%!4',!5%'/&',0.,6!7+$)' 89,,)-:!;.#$,'%!+,*!<.+,,+!
4#$-&84$.=,6!>?'@)'=),(!-.,%'0%'*!0%+%#'06!A'A.$)+20!+,*!/2+-'!,+A'0B!;#)*+,-'!3.$!/#12)-!1.*)'0C6!
D,)@'$0)%E!.3!4$)0%.26!FGFH!+@+)2+12'!+%!&%%/0BII%),E#$2J-.AI*E1:$%0!
" !".$!A.$'!),3.$A+%).,!0''!%&'!K$.L'-%!M$#%&!$'/.$%!+%!&%%/0BII===J12+-:0.#%&='0%,'%=.$:J.$(I+--!
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B*)4&A-?)6&*$,*A$:#)"&A(  
'
4#'$6%'2%01';"<<"K-#9'$6%'$"::<-#9'";'$6%'!"<&$"#'B$0$,%E'/%/L%1&'";'$6%'
J-&$"12'!"//-&&-"#'K"1R%5'K-$6'&$0;;'-#'H1-&$"<'!-$2'!",#+-<'O,&%,/&'&%1.-+%'
$"'+"c5%&-9#'0'$%/:"1012'5-&:<02'";'$6%'&$0$,%'0$'$6%'O'B6%5'$60$'K0&'
/-11"1%5'-#'0#'"#<-#%'%*6-L-$-"#M'@6-&'K0&'0#'"::"1$,#-$2'$"'-#.-$%'$6%'+-$2'-#$"'
+"#.%1&0$-"#'".%1'$6%';,$,1%'";'$6%'&$0$,%'0#5':<-#$6E'0&'K%<<'0&'&601%'$6%-1'
$6",96$&'0#5';%%<-#9&'0L",$'$6%'%.%#$&'";'X,#%'(?(?M'4#'"15%1'$"';0+-<-$0$%'$6-&E'
/%/L%1&'";'$6%'J-&$"12'!"//-&&-"#'K"1R%5'K-$6'$6%'H1-&$"<'!-$2'!",#+-<'
+"#&,<$0$-"#'$%0/'$"'5%.%<":'0#'"#<-#%'0#5':0:%1cL0&%5'&,1.%2'$60$'10#';1"/'
X,#%'$61",96'%01<2'[+$"L%1'(?(=M'A total of 13,984 responses were receivedS 
=(E=7='_`W':%1'+%#$a'.-0'$6%'"#<-#%':<0$;"1/'0#5'=EW73'_=3':%1'+%#$a'$61",96'
:0:%1'+":2M''
'
@"'%#&,1%'91%0$%1':01$-+-:0$-"#'0+1"&&'$6%'5-9-$0<'5-.-5%E'055-$-"#0<';%%5L0+R'
K0&'90$6%1%5';1"/':0:%1'Q,%&$-"##0-1%&'$019%$%5'0$'<"K%1':01$-+-:0$-#9'
#%-96L",16""5&E'0<"#9&-5%'1%+"15&'";'+"#.%1&0$-"#&'K-$6'O'B6%5'&$0;;'0#5'%c
/0-<&'1%+%-.%5'L2'$6%'/,&%,/'0#5'J-&$"12'!"//-&&-"#M'4#'055-$-"#E'0&'%01<2'
1%&,<$&'1%.%0<%5'<"K%1':01$-+-:0$-"#'0/"#9'&+6""<c09%'+6-<51%#E'=D'%.%#$&'
K%1%'6%<5'0$'0'5-.%1&%'10#9%'";'&+6""<&'_-#+<,5-#9'!-$2'";'H1-&$"<'! "<<%9%E'
H05/-#$"#'B+6""<E'[1+6015'B+6""<E'!-$2'P+05%/2'0#5'H1-&$"<'H1,#%<'P+05%/2a'
L%$K%%#'(='X,#%'0#5'=D'X,<2'(?(=M'@"';,1$6%1'%#909%'<"K%1':01$-+-:0$-#9'
#%-96L",16""5&E'&-*'%.%#$&'K%1%'6%<5'L%$K%%#'=?'0#5'=7'X,<2'(?(=S'$K"'
:1-.0$%'$",1&'";'O'B6%5'K-$6'+"//,#-$2'<%05%1&'0#5';",1 '1"05'&6"K&'-#'B$'
N0,<h&'f%01#-#9'!%#$1%E'>-5-#9<%0]%'-#'f0K1%#+%'G%&$"#E'[<5L,12'!",1$'0#5'
i-&6:"#5&'J-96'B$1%%$E'0#5'f0K1%#+%'J-<<'V1L0#'N01RM'G1-$$%#';%%5L0+R'K0&'
1%+"15%5'0$'$6%&%'%.%#$&'0#5'-&',&%5'$"'-#;"1/'$6-&'1%:"1$'0<"#9&-5%'$6%'"#<-#%'
0#5':0:%1'&,1.%2&M'

>%&:"#5%#$&'K%1%'0&R%5'0'&%1-%&'";'Q,%&$-"#&'0L",$'K60$'$6%2'K0#$%5'$"'&%%'
60::%#'$"'$6%'!"<&$"#'&$0$,%'0#5'$6%'%/:$2':<-#$6E'0&'K%<<'0&'6"K'$6%2'#"K'
;%<$'0L",$'$6%'&$0$,%I&'1%/".0<'-#'X,#%'(?(?S'
'

=M! 8"'2",'091%%'"1'5-&091%%'$60$'$6%'!"<&$"#'&$0$,%'&6",<5'L%':,$'"#'
5-&:<02'-#'0'/,&%,/'-#'H1-&$"<T'''
4;'2",'5"#I$'091%%'$60$'$6%'&$0$,%'&6",<5'L%'-#'0'/,&%,/E' :<%0&%'$%<<',&'
K60$'2",'$6-#R'&6",<5'60::%#'$"'-$'-#&$%05M'
4;'2",'091%%'$60$'$6%'&$0$,%'&6",<5'L%'-#'0'/,&%,/':%1/0#%#$<2E':<%0&%'
$%<<',&'6"K'2",'K",<5'<-R%'$"'&%%'-;'5-&:<02%5M'
'
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(M! G60$'&6",<5'L%'-#'$6%':<-#$6'&:0+%T'
o! V:50$%'$6%':<0Q,%'"#'$6%':<-#$6'$"'1%;<%+$'$6%'%.%#$&'";'W'X,#%'

(?(?T'
o! V&%'$6%':<-#$6';"1'$%/:"1012'01$K"1R&'Y'&+,<:$,1%&T'
o! V&%'$6%':<-#$6';"1'0':%1/0#%#$'01$K"1R'Y'&+,<:$,1%T'
o! Z%%:'$6%':<-#$6'L,$'<%0.%'-$'%/:$2T'
o! 4;'F[$6%1IE':<%0&%'&:%+-;2M'

'
3M! J"K'5"'2",';%%<'0L",$'$6%'&$0$,%'L%-#9':,<<%5'5"K#T'

'
P&'K%<<'0&'1%&:"#5-#9'$"'$6%&%'$61%%'/0-#'Q,%&$-"#&',&-#9'0'&+0<%'$60$'%#0L<%5'
Q,0#$-$0$-.%'0#0<2&-&'_&%%'910:6&'L%<"KaE'1%&:"#5%#$&'K%1%'0<&"'%#+",109%5'$"'
:1".-5%'/"1%'5%$0-<%5'$%*$,0<'+"//%#$&'%*:<0-#-#9'$6%-1'0#&K%1&'0&'K%<<'0&'$"'
";;%1'055-$-"#0<'&"<,$-"#&'_&%%'Q,"$%&'-#'$6%'H1-&$"<'j "-+%&'&%+$-"#&'L%<"KaM'
O0#2'$""R'05.0#$09%'";'$6-&'0#5'1%&:"#5%5'K-$6'$6",96$;,<'k'0#5'";$%#'
<%#9$62'k'+"//%#$&M'G%'01%'.%12'910$%;,<'$"'0<<'$6"&%'K6"'$""R'$6%'$-/%'$"'
&601%'$6%-1'$6",96$&'0#5';%%<-#9&'K-$6',&M''
'
>%05-#9'$61",96'$6%&%'+"//%#$ &E'K%'K%1%'&$1,+R'L2'$6%'+60<<%#9%'-&&,%5'L2'
"#%'H1-&$"<'1%&:"#5%#$M'@6%2'1%:"1$%5';%%<-#9'.%12'#%90$-.%'0L",$'$6%'$"::<-#9'
";'$6%'!"<&$"#'&$0$,%'0#5'+0<<%5'"#',&'$"'‘go public with this survey and gain a 
true reflection of the people of Bristol… Give the people a chance to speak.’'
@6%'&,1.%2'K0&'0#'"::"1$,#-$2';"1'$6%'+-$2'$"'&:%0RE'0#5'$6-&'1%:"1$'-&'-#$%#5%5'
0&'0'$10#&:01%#$'K02'";'/0R-#9'$6%'1%&,<$&'";'$60$'&,1.%2':,L<-+M'4#'5,%'+",1&%E'
$6%'/-<<-"#&'";'K"15&'1%+"15%5'K-<<'L%'0#"#2/-&%5'0#5'/05%'0.0-<0L<%';"1'
0#2"#%'$"'+"#&,<$'-#'$6%'+-$2'01+6-.%&M'
'
H,$'0&'K%<<'0&'L%-#9'0'+60#+%';"1':%":<%'$"'&:%0RE'",1'6":%'K0&'$60$'$6%'
$%/:"1012'5-&:<02'0#5'&,1.%2'K",<5'0<&"'";;%1'0'+60#+%';"1':%":<%'$"'<-&$%#'$"'
$6%'$6",96$&'0#5';%%<-#9&'";'"$6%1&M'P&'K%<<'0&'5%$0-<-#9'$6%'1%&,<$&'";'$6%'
%#909%/%#$E'$6-&'1%:"1$'-#+<,5%&'0'&%+$-"#'K-$6-#'%0+6'$":-+'01%0'$60$'
-#$1"5,+%&'$6%'."-+%&'";'5-.%1&%'1%&-5%#$&';1"/'0+1"&&'$6%'+-$2M'4#+<,5-#9'$6%-1'
."-+%&'-&'#"$'&-/:<2'0L",$'<%$$-#9'0<<'60.%'$6%-1'&02M'4$'-&'0<&"'0L",$'<%$$-#9'0<<'
60.%'0#'"::"1$,#-$2'$"'<-&$%#M''
'
P&'2",'1%05'$6%'K"15&'";'"$6%1&E'2",'K-<<';-#5'0'5-.%1&%'10#9%'";'$6",96$&'0#5'
;%%<-#9&'K-$6-#'$6%'+-$2'0L",$'$6%'%.%#$&'";'X,#%'(?(?'0#5'$6%';,$,1%';"1'$6%'
&$0$,%'0#5'$6%':<-#$6M'@6-&'-&'&"/%$6-#9'$60$'/0#2'1%&:"#5-#9'$"'$6%'Q,%&$-"#&'
K%1%'$6%/&%<.%&'0K01%'";M'4#5%%5E'0'&%#&%'$60$'$6%'+-$2'K0&'5-.-5%5'<%5'$"'0'
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&/0<<'#,/L%1'";;%1-#9'$6%-1'"K#'+1%0$-.%'+"/:1"/-&%'&"<,$-"#&'L2'K02'";'0'
5-.-5%5';,$,1%';"1'$6%'&$0$,%M''
'
@6-&'K0&'$0R%#'<-$%10<<2'L2'0'+",:<%'";'1%&:"#5%#$&'K6"'&,99%&$%5'$60$'$6%'
&$0$,%'‘be split down the middle with one half of it returned to the plinth, 
and the other half thrown back in the river.’'P#"$6%1'";;%1%5'0#'-/09-#0$-.%'
‘compromise plan’'K6%1%L2'‘(after updating the plinth with an accurate 
plaque) we put Colston back up. Then once every year on the anniversary of 
his toppling we have a festival where we pull him down again and 
ceremonially throw him in the river. Everyone’s happy, we get a new civic 
tradition and it could be a great focal point for learning about the horrors of 
the slave trade and Bristol (and Colston’s) role in it.’  
'
P$$10+$-.%'0&'$6%'-5%0'";'0'F#%K'+-.-+'$105-$-"#I'/-96$'L%E'$6%'1%&,<$&'";'$6%'
%#909%/%#$'&,99%&$'$60$'$6%1%'-&'#"'#%%5'$"'/0#,;0+$,1%'0'+"/:1"/-&%'0&'
$6%1%'-&'/"1%'+"//"#'$6-#R-#9'0#5';%%<-#9'-#'$6%'+-$2'0L",$'$6%'%.%#$&'";'X,#%'
(?(?'0#5'$6%';,$,1%'";'$6%'&$0$,%'0#5':<-#$6'$60#'/-96$'L%'-/09-#%5M'
>%;<%+$-#9'"#'$6%'$6",&0#5&'";'1%&:"#&%&';1"/'$6"&%'<-.-#9'-#'$6%'+-$2'0&'K%<<'0&'
L%2"#5E'$6%1%'5"%&'0::%01'$"'L%'0'&601%5'K02';"1K015'$60$'+<%01<2'K"#I$'
:<%0&%'0L&"<,$%<2'%.%12"#%'_"#%'1%&:"#5%#$'K6"'05/-$$%5':%1&"#0<<2E'‘I don’t 
really care what is done there’'K6%#'1%&:"#5-#9'$"'$6%'Q,%&$-"#'";'$6%';,$,1%'
";'$6%':<-#$6E'";;%1%5'0'K"15'";'+0,$-"#S'‘whatever you do you will be accused 
of pandering to someone or other: you’re damned if you do and damned if 
you don’t’a'L,$'5"%&'1%:1%&%#$'$6%'":-#-"# '";'/"&$'";'$6%'+-$2M'@6%'
1%+"//%#50$-"#&'";;%1%5'0$'$6%'%#5'";'$6%'1%:"1$'01%'$6%1%;"1%'#"$'0'
+"/:1"/-&%'$60$'&%%R&'$"',#-$%'0'5-.-5%5'+-$2M'>0$6%1'$6%2'1%;<%+$'$6%'
0&:-10$-"#&'";'0'+-$2'$60$'60&'&:"R%#'K-$6'0';01'/"1%',#-;-%5'."-+%M''
'
@6%'O02"1'-#.-$%5'$6%'J-&$"12'!"//-&&-"#'$"'1%.-%K'1%&:"#&%&'0#5':1".-5%'
1%+"//%#50$-"#&'$"'H1-&$"<'!-$2'!",#+-<M'@6-&'1%:"1$'-&'-#$%#5%5'$"'5"'$60$M'
G60$'60::%#&'#%*$'-&'#"$'$6%'1%&:"#&-L-<-$2'";'$6%'J-&$"12'!"//-&&-"#'L,$'
%<%+$%5'";;-+-0<&M'J"K%.%1E'K%'5"'0&R'%<%+$%5'";;-+-0<&'$"'%#&,1%'$60$'$6%-1'
0+$-"#&'01%'-#;"1/%5'L2'$6%'K%0<$6'";'."-+%&'$60$'K%'60.%'6%015'$61",96'$6-&'
+"#&,<$0$-"#M'
'
@6%'1%/0-#-#9'&%+$-"#&'";'$6-&'1%:"1$S'
'

¥! ",$<-#%'$6%'5%/"910:6-+':1";-<%'";'$6"&%'%#909-#9'K-$6'$6-&'&,1.%2'_::M'
=3c=7aU'
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¥! L1-%;<2'%*:<0-#'$6%'/%$6"5&'";'0#0<2&-&E'5-&+,&&'$6%'1%&,<$&E'0#5'
-#$1"5,+%'$6%'10#9%'";'":-#-"#&'%*:1%&&%5'L2'1%&:"#5%#$&'$61",96'$6%-1'
"K#'K"15&'_::M'( ?cAAaU'
'

¥! ";;%1'0'&%1-%&'";'1%+"//%#50$-"#&';"1'+"#&-5%10$-"#'L2'%<%+$%5'";;-+-0<&'
_::M'ADcÀ aM'

'
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C#:&D4,="6?$=4&E6'#$&E$4#(=&*(#($
'
'
Location of all responses 
 
X,&$'".%1'60<;'";'0<<'1%&:"#&%&'+0/%';1"/'$6"&%'<-.-#9'-#'H1-&$"<'_C`':%1'+%#$'
90.%'0'H1-&$"<':"&$+"5%'K-$6'0#'055-$-"#0<'W':%1'+%#$'1%+"15%5'0&'<-.-#9'-#'
H1-&$"<'L,$'K-$6",$'9-.-#9'0':"&$+"5%a'K-$6'055-$-"#0<'1%&:"#&%&';1"/'$6"&%'
<-.-#9'-#'&,11",#5-#9'01%0&'_=(':%1'+%#$';1"/'G%&$'";')#9<0#5aM'P<"#9&-5%'$6%&%'
<"+0<'&,L/-&&-"#&'$6%1%'K%1%'0'&-9#-;-+0#$'#,/L%1'";'#0$-"#0<'_((':%1'+%#$a'0#5'
&/0<<%1'#,/L%1'";'-#$%1#0$-"#0<'_(':%1'+%#$a'1%&:"#&%&'$"'$6%'"#<-#%'%*6-L-$-"#'
0#5'&,1.%2'_&%%'i-9,1%'=aM''
'
@6%'1%c5-&:<02'";'$6%'&$0$,%'901#%1%5'#0$-"#0<'0#5'-#$%1#0$-"#0<':1%&&'-#$%1%&$E'
0#5'$6%1%'K0&'0<&"'0'$019%$%5'+0/:0-9#'L2'FB0.%'",1'B$0$,%&I'$"'%#+",109%'
$6"&%'&2/:0$6%$-+'$"'$6%-1':"&-$-"#'$"'+"/:<%$%'$6%'"#<-#%'&,1.%2M'g-.%#'$6-&'
:1";-<%E'-$'-&'#"$'&,1:1-&-#9'$60$'$6%1%'K0&'#0$-"#0<'0#5'-#$%1#0$-"#0<'
%#909%/%#$'K-$6'$6%'+"#&,<$0$-"#E'%&:%+-0<<2'-#'$6%'%01<2'502&'K6%#'/%5-0'
-#$%1%&$'K0&'6-96%&$M'
'
'
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!
 
 
Figure 1 – Location of all responses 
 
 
Location of Bristol responses 
 
G"1R-#9'K-$6'$6"&%'H1-&$"<'1%&-5%#$&'K6"':1".-5%5'0':"&$+"5%'_DEA=WaE'-$'-&'
:"&&-L<%'$"'-5%#$-;2'1%<0$-.%'1%&:"#&%'10$%'L2'K015'_&%%'i-9,1%'(aM'@6%'6-96%&$'
1%&:"#&%'10$%'+0/%';1"/')0&$"#'K015'_(D`':%1'=?E???'1%&-5%#$&a'0#5'$6%'
<"K%&$';1"/'J01$+<-;;%'0#5'G-$62K""5'_D?':%1'=?E???'1%&-5%#$&aM'P$'$6%'/-5c
:"-#$'";'$6%'+"#&,<$0$-"#E'-#c:%1&"#'1"05&6"K&'0#5':0:%1'Q,%&$-"##0-1%&'K%1%'
$019%$%5'0$'$6"&%'K015&'K6%1%'$6%1%'K0&'<"K%1'-#-$-0<'"#<-#%'%#909%/%#$M''
'
'
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!
 
Figure 2 – Bristol respondents by ward (absolute numbers) 
'
'
P&'K%<<'0&'K"1R-#9'K-$6'K015'50$0E'1%&:"#&%&'K%1%'0<&"'0#0<2&%5'0++"15-#9'$"'
5%:1-.0$-"#'5%+-<%&M'@6-&'&6"K%5'L1"05<2'%Q,0<'1%&:"#&%&'0+1"&&'0<<'5%+-<%&'-#'
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$6%'+-$2'K-$6'#"'&-#9<%'5%+-<%'5"/-#0$-#9'$6%'&,1.%2'_&%%'i-9,1%'3aM'@6-&'L1"05'
1%:1%&%#$0$-.%#%&&'-&'-/:"1$0#$'$"'+"#&-5%1'K6%#'0#0<2&-#9'$6%'1%&,<$&M'
'
'

 
!
 
Figure 3 – Bristol respondents by deprivation decile 
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Age of respondents 
 
>%&:"#&%&'K%1%'1%+%-.%5';1"/'0'K-5%'10#9%'";'09%&M'@6%1%'K0&'<"K%1'
1%:1%&%#$0$-"#';1"/',#5%1'=D&'_6%#+%'$019%$%5'+"#&,<$0$-"#'-#'&+6""<&aE'L,$'
&$1"#9'%#909%/%#$'L2'$6"&%'-#'"$6%1'09%'10#9%&'K-$6'".%1c1%:1%&%#$0$-"#'";'
H1-&$"<'1%&-5%#$&'-#'0<<'09%'+"6"1$&';1"/'(A'$"'WC'_&%%'i-9,1%'CaM'G6-<%'$6%'
1%&:"#&%'10$%'0/"#9'=D'$"'(C'2%01'"<5&'K0&'<"K%1'$60#'$6%-1':1":"1$-"#'-#'$6%'
+-$2E'$6%'<%.%<'";'%#909%/%#$'0/"#9'$6-&'09%'91",:'K0&'/,+6' 6-96%1'$60#'-&'
#"1/0<<2'$6%'+0&%'-#'H1-&$"<'!-$2'!",#+-<'+"#&,<$0$-"#&M'4$'-&'+<%01'$60$'$6-&'$":-+'
/0$$%1&'$"':%":<%'";'0<<'09%&'K-$6-#'$6%'+-$2M''
'
'

 
!
 
Figure 4 – All respondents and Bristol respondents by age  
'
'
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Ethnicity of respondents'
'
@6%'+"#&,<$0$-"#'%#909%5'0<<'%$6#-+'91",:&'-#'$6%'+-$2E'0<$6",96'$6%1%'K0&'
&<-96$'".%11%:1%&%#$0$-"#'";'G6-$%'H1-$-&6YG6-$%'41-&6YG6-$%'[$6%1'_``':%1'
+%#$'";'1%&:"#5%#$&'+"/:01%5'$" '`C':%1'+%#$'";'H1-&$"<':":,<0$-"#a'0#5'
,#5%11%:1%&%#$0$-"#'";'H<0+RYP;1-+0#Y!01-LL%0#YH<0+R'H1-$-&6'_C':%1'+%#$'
+"/:01%5'$" 'D':%1'+%#$'";'H1-&$"<':":,<0$-"#a'0#5':01$-+,<01<2'P&-0#YP&-0#'
H1-$-&6'_3':%1'+%#$'";'0<<'1%&:"#5%#$&'0#5'(':%1'+%#$'";'H1-&$"<'1%&:"#5%#$&'
+"/:01%5'$" 'D':%1'+%#$'";'H1-&$"<':":,<0$-"#a'_&%%'i-9,1%'AaM'
''
'

 
!
 
Figure 5 – All respondents and Bristol respondents by ethnicity 
'
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Other characteristics  
 
@6%1%'K0&'&<-96$'".%11%:1%&%#$0$-"#'";'1%&:"#5%#$&'-5%#$-;2-#9'0&';%/0<%'_A3'
:%1'+%#$'";'0<<'1%&:"#5%#$&'0#5'AA':%1'+%#$'";'H1-&$"<'1%&:"#5%#$&'+"/:01%5'$" '
A?':%1'+%#$'";'H1-&$"<':":,<0$-"#a'0#5'0'&<-96$'".%11%:1%&%#$0$-"#'";'
1%&:"#5%#$&'K6"'5%&+1-L%5'$6%/&%<.%&'0&'0'5-&0L<%5':%1&"#'_7':%1'+%#$'";'0<<'
1%&:"#5%#$&'0#5'=?':%1'+%#$'";'H1-&$"<'1%&:"#5%#$&'+"/:01%5'$" '` ':%1'+%#$'";'
H1-&$"<':":,<0$-"#aM''
'
'
Demographic profile of responses: Conclusion 
'
^"' +"#&,<$0$-"#'%.%1'%#909%&'%.%12"#%M'@60$'-&'$1,%'";'$6-&'&,1.%2'<-R%'0<<'
"$6%1&M'J"K%.%1E'$6%1%'K0&'&$1"#9'%#909%/%#$'-#'$%1/&'";'0L&"<,$%'#,/L%1&'
";'1%&:"#&%&'_=3E7`C'-#+<,5-#9'DEA=W'K6"'90.%'0'H1-&$"<':"&$+"5%a'0#5'$6%'
L1%05$6'";':%":<%'K6"'1%&:"#5%5M'@6%';-#5-#9&'L%<"K'5"'#"$'1%;<%+$'$6%'
0$$-$,5%&'";'0'#011"K'5%/"910:6-+'91",:E'L,$'$6%'$6-#R-#9'0#5';%%<-#9'";'
:%":<%';1"/'1-96$'0+1"&&'$6%'+-$2M'@6%'#%*$'&%+$-"#'";'$6%'1%:"1$'L1-%;<2'
-#$1"5,+%&'$6%'/%$6"5&'";'0#0<2&-&'0#5'5-&+,&&%&'$6%'&,1.%2'1%&,<$&M''
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<#(-')($&E$?&*(-'),)6&*$,*A$:#)"&A($&E$,*,'9(6($
 
@6%'+"#&,<$0$-"#'0&R%5'1%&:"#5%#$&'$"'-5%#$-;2'K60$'$6%2'K-&6%5'$"'60::%#'$"'
$6%'!"<&$"#'&$0$,%'0#5'%/:$2':<-#$6E'0&'K%<<'0&'$"'1%;<%+$'"#'$6%'%.%#$&'";'X,#%'
(?(?'0#5'6"K'$6%2'#"K' ;%<$'0L",$'$6%'$"::<-#9'";'$6%'&$0$,%M'4$'0&R%5'$61%%'
/0-#'Q,%&$-"#&S'
'

=M! 8"'2",'091%%'"1'5-&091%%'K-$6'$6%';"<<"K-#9'&$0$%/%#$S'@6%'!"<&$"#'
&$0$,%'&6",<5'L%':,$'"#'5-&:<02'-#'0'/,&%,/'-#'H1-&$"<T''

'
@6-&'K0&'0#&K%1%5'"#'0'&+0<%';1"/'F\%&E'4'091%%EI'$61",96'F4'5"#I$'60.%'0'
.-%K'"#'$6-&I'$"'F^"E'4'5-&091%%I'K-$6'0#'"::"1$,#-$2';"1'1%&:"#5%#$&'$"'
%*:<0-#'$6%-1'0#&K%1'0#5'";;%1'/"1%'+"//%#$&'$61",96'$K"';"<<"Kc,:'
Q,%&$-"#&S'
'

o! 4;'2",'5"#I$'091%%'$60$'$6%'&$0$,%'&6",<5'L%'-#'0'/,&%,/E' :<%0&%'
$%<<',&'K60$'2",'$6-#R'&6",<5'60::%#'$"'-$'-#&$%05U''

o! 4;'2",'091%%'$60$'$6%'&$0$,%'&6",<5'L%'-#'0'/,&%,/':%1/0#%#$<2E'
:<%0&%'$%<<',&'6"K'2",'K",<5'<-R%'$"'&%%'-;'5-&:<02%5M'

'
(M! G60$'&6",<5'L%'-#'$6%':<-#$6'&:0+%T'

o! V:50$%'$6%':<0Q,%'"#'$6%':<-#$6'$"'1%;<%+$'$6%'%.%#$&'";'W'X,#%'
(?(?T'

o! V&%'$6%':<-#$6';"1'$%/:"1012'01$K"1R&'Y'&+,<:$,1%&T'
o! V&%'$6%':<-#$6';"1'0':%1/0#%#$'01$K"1R'Y'&+,<:$,1%T'
o! Z%%:'$6%':<-#$6'L,$'<%0.%'-$'%/:$2T'

'
P<<'K%1%'0#&K%1%5'"#'0'&+0<%';1"/'FB$1"#9<2'091%%I'"1'FP91%%EI'$61",96'
F^%-$6%1'091%%'#"1'5-&091%%EI'$"'F8-&091%%I'"1'FB$1"#9<2'5-&091%%I'K-$6'0#'
"::"1$,#-$2';"1'1%&:"#5%#$&'$"'%*:<0-#'$6%-1'0#&K%1'0#5'";;%1'/"1%'
+"//%#$&M'@6"&%'K6"'5-&091%%5'K-$6'0<<'0.0-<0L<%'":$-"#&'K%1%'-#.-$%5'
$"'&:%+-;2'K60$'$6%-1':1%;%11%5'":$-"#'K",<5'L%M'

'
3M! J"K'5"'2",';%%<'0L",$'$6%'&$0$,%'L%-#9':,<<%5'5"K#T'

'
@6-&'K0&'0#&K%1%5'"#'0'&+0<%';1"/'F4';%%<'.%12':"&-$-.%I'"1'F4';%%<'Q,-$%'
:"&-$-.%EI'$61",96'F4';%%<'#%-$6%1':"&-$-.%'#"1'#%90$-.%EI'$"'F4';%%<'Q,-$%'
#%90$-.%I'"1'F4';%%<'.%12'#%90$-.%MI'P&'K-$6'"$6%1'Q,%&$-"#&E'$6%1%'K0&'0#'
"::"1$,#-$2';"1'1%&:"#5%#$&'$"'%*:<0-#'$6%-1'0#&K%1M'
'
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8%$0-<%5'1%&:"#&%&'$"'%0+6'Q,%&$-"#'01%'9-.%#'L%<"KM')0+6'&%+$-"#':1".-5%&'0'
Q,0#$-$0$-.%'&,//012'_9%#%10<<2'-#'$6%';"1/'";'0'910:6a'";'$6%'1%&:"#&%&'9-.%#'
L2'0<<'1%&:"#5%#$&'0&'K%<<'0&'H1-&$"<'1%&:"#5%#$&M''
'
P<"#9&-5%'$6-&'Q,0#$-$0$-.%'0#0<2&-&'";'$6%'&0/:<%E'K%'60.%',#5%1$0R%#'/"1%'
;"+,&%5'Q,0<-$0$-.%'0#0<2&-&'";'$6%'/-<<-"#&'";'K"15&'";'$%*$,0<'+"//%#$&'$60$'
K%1%'1%+%-.%5M'@"'5"'$6-&'K%'60.%'K"1R%5'K-$6'0'K%-96$%5'&0/:<%'";'H1-&$"<'
1%&:"#5%#$&'$60$'0+R#"K<%59%&'$6%'5-;;%1-#9'#,/L%1'";' 1%&:"#&%&'L2'K015'
0#5'$6%'5-;;%1%#$'#,/L%1'";'+-$-]%#&'<-.-#9'-#'%0+6'K015'_&%%'i -9,1%'(aM'G%'
-#+<,5%5'0<<'$%*$,0<'1%&:"#&%&';1"/'$6%'K015'_J01$+<-;;%'0#5'G-$62K""5a'
K6%1%'$6%'1%&:"#&%'10$%'K0&'<"K%&$'_D?'1%&:"#&%&':%1'=?E???'+-$-]%#&'-#'$6%'
K015aE'0#5'$6%#'10#5"/<2'&0/:<%5'0#'%Q,0<':1":"1$-"#'";'$6%'1%&-5%#$'
:":,<0$-"# ';1"/'%0+6'";'$6%'1%/0-#-#9'K015&'_-M%M'0'10#5"/'&0/:<%'";'D?'
1%&:"#&%&':%1'=?E???'+-$-]%#&';1"/'%0+6'K015aM''
'
@6-&'K%-96$%5'&0/:<%'+"#$0-#%5'$6%'$%*$,0<'+"//%#$&'";'".%1'(???':%":<%'
;1"/'%.%12'+"1#%1'";'$6%'+-$2M'G%'5-5'$6-&'$"'%#&,1%'$60$'0<<':01$&'";'$6%'+-$2'
K%1%'9-.%#'%Q,0<'."-+%'-#'$6%'+"//%#$&'Q,"$%5'-#'$6-&'1%:"1$M'G%'1%05'0<<'";'
$6%&%'$%*$,0<'1%&:"#&%&'0#5'0<&"'+"5%5'$6%/'0++"15-#9'$"'$6%/%&'0#5'&,L'
$6%/%&M')0+6'&%+$-"#'-#+<,5%&'0'1%:1%&%#$0$-.%'&0/:<%'";'$6%&%'."-+%&E'0;$%1'
-#$1"5,+-#9'$6%'".%10<<'1%&,<$&M'
'
@0R%#'$"9%$6%1E'Q,0#$-$0$-.%'0#5'Q,0<-$0$-.%'0#0<2&-&'1%.%0<&'$60$'K6-<%'$6%1%'
01%'5-;;%1%#+%&'";'":-#-"#'0/"#9'$6"&%'+"/:<%$-#9'$6%'&,1.%2'k'/"1%'/01R%5'
K-$6'1%&:"#5%#$&'",$&-5%'H1-&$"<'$60#'K-$6-#'H1-&$"<'k'$6%&%'01%'",$K%-96%5'L2'
&-9#-;-+0#$'01%0&'";'&601%5'$6-#R-#9'0#5';%%<-#9M'4#'0<<'+0&%&E'H1-&$"<'1%&:"#5%#$&'
K%1%'/"1%',#-$%5'-#'$6%-1'1%&:"#&%&'$"'$6%'Q,%&$-"#&':"&%5'$60#'5-.-5%5M'4$'-&'
$6%1%;"1%':"&&-L<%'$"'-5%#$-;2'0'L1"05'+"#&%#&,&'-#'$6%'+-$2'+"0<%&+-#9'01",#5'
%0+6'";'$6%'Q,%&$-"#&':"&%5M'
' '
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!"#$E-)-4#$&E$)"#$%&'()&*$(),)-# $
 
 
A clear majority of all respondents (74 per cent) wish to see the statue put on 
display in a museum in Bristol.'This opinion was strongest among 
respondents from Bristol (80 per cent)'0#5'K%0R%&$'0/"#9'$6"&%'K6"'%-$6%1'
5-5'#"$'9-.%'0'<"+0$-"#'_D?':%1'+%#$a'"1'90.%'0'#0$-"#0<'"1'-#$%1#0$-"#0<'<"+0$-"#'
_D'̀:%1'+%#$aM'J"K%.%1E'-#'0<<'+0&%&'0'/0b"1-$2'";'1%&:"#5%#$&'&%%'$6%'
0::1":1-0$%';,$,1%'<"+0$-"#'";'$6%'&$0$,%'$"'L%'-#'0'H1-&$"<'/,&%,/ '_&%%'i-9,1%'
DaM''
'
'

 
'!
 
Figure 6 – responses to future of Colston statue: all respondents by location'
'
'
@0R-#9'H1-&$"<'1%&:"#5%#$&'"#<2E'&<-96$'5-;;%1%#+%&'-#'1%&:"#&%'$"'$6-&'Q,%&$-"#'
+0#'L%'&%%#'L2'5%:1-.0$-"#'5%+-<%'_;1"/'W3':%1'+%#$'-#'5%+-<%'"#%'$"'`A':%1'
+%#$'-#'5%+-<%&'%-96$'0#5'#-#%a'L,$'$6%1%'-&'0'+<%01'/0b"1-$2'-#';0.",1'";'
5-&:<02-#9'$6%'&$0$,%'-#'0'H1-&$"<'/,&%,/'0+1"&&'$6%';,<<'10#9%'";'$6%'+-$2I&'
:":,<0$-"#' _&%%'i-9,1%'WaM''
'
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!
 
Figure 7 – responses to the future of the Colston statue: Bristol respondents 
by deprivation decile 
'
'
@6%1%'K0&'0'<-$$<%'/"1%'.01-0$-"#'-#'1%&:"#&%&'K6%#'<""R-#9'0$'$6%'L1%0R5"K#'
L2'09%M'J%1%'$6%1%'-&'0':0$$%1#'0+1"&&'L"$6'0<<'1%&:"#5%#$&'_&%%'i-9,1%'` a'0#5'
H1-&$"<'1%&:"#5%#$&'_&%%'i-9,1%'7a'";'2",#9%1':%":<%'L%-#9'/"1%';0.",10L<%'
$"K015&'5-&:<02-#9'$6%'&$0$,%'-#'0'H1-&$"<'/,&%,/'_`3':%1'+%#$'";'0<<'
1%&:"#5%#$&'0#5'`W':%1'+%#$'";'H1-&$"<'1%&:"#5%#$&'09%5'=`'$"'(C'-#';0.",1a'
$60#'"<5%1':%":<%'_D`':%1'+%#$'";'0<<'1%&:"#5%#$&'0#5'W?':%1'+%#$'";'H1-&$"<'
1%&:"#5%#$&'09%5'WAeaM'G6-<%'0'/0b"1-$2'";'L"$6'2",#9'0#5'"<5'01%'-#';0.",1'";'
$6%'&$0$,%'L%-#9'5-&:<02%5'-#'0'/,&%,/E'$6%'&-9#-;-+0#+%'";'09%'-&'"#%'$60$'K%'
1%$,1#'$"'K6%#'5-&+,&&-#9'$6%'1%&,<$&'";'$6%'Q,%&$-"#'0&R%5'0L",$'6"K':%":<%'
#"K';%%<'0L",$'$6%'1%/".0<'";'$6%'&$0$,%M'
'
'



 

 24 

 
!
 
Figure 8 - responses to the future of the Colston statue: All respondents by 
age 
 
 

'
 
!
Figure 9 - responses to the future of the Colston statue: Bristol respondents 
by age 
'
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P<"#9&-5%'&<-96$<2'5-;;%1%#$'1%&:"#&%&'L2'09%E'-$'0::%01&'$60$'%$6#-+-$2'-&'0<&"'
&-9#-;-+0#$M'@6%'1%&:"#&%&'";'$6"&%'K6"'-5%#$-;2'0&'G6-$%'_H1-$-&6Y41-&6Y[$6%1a'
0/"#9'L"$6'0<<'1%&:"#5%#$&'_W7'$"'`? ':%1'+%#$a'0#5'H1-&$"<'1%&:"#5%#$&'_`3'$"'
`A':%1'+%#$a'01%'/"1%':"&-$-.%'$60#'$6"&%'K6"'-5%#$-;2'0&'H<0+R'
_P;1-+0#Y!01-LL%0#YH1-$-&6a'_A?':%1'+%#$'";'0<<'1%&:"#&%&E'AC':%1'+%#$'";'H1-&$"<'
1%&:"#&%&'_&%%'i-9,1%&'=?'0#5'==aM'G62'$6-&'-&'$6%'+0&%'/02 'L%'k'0&'5-&+,&&%5'
L%<"K'k'L%+0,&%'";';%01&'0/"#9 '&"/%'1%&:"#5%#$&'$60$':<0+-#9'$6%'&$0$,%'-#'0'
/,&%,/'+"#$-#,%&'$"'9<"1-;2'!"<&$"#'0#5'$6%1%;"1%'$60$'-$'K",<5'L%'L%$$%1'$"'
5%&$1"2E'10$6%1'$60#'5-&:<02E'$6-&'"Lb%+$M''
'
'

 
!
 
Figure 10 - responses to the future of the Colston statue: All respondents by 
ethnicity 
'
'
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!
 
Figure 11 - responses to the future of the Colston statue: Bristol respondents 
by ethnicity 
'
'
G6-<%'0'<019%'/0b"1-$2'";'H1-&$"<'1%&:"#5%#$&'_`?':%1'+%#$a'K-&6%5'$"'&%%'$6%'
&$0$,%'5-&:<02%5'-#'0'/,&%,/E'0'/-#"1-$2'%-$6%1'5-5'#"$'60.%'0'.-%K'"#'$6-&'_C'
:%1'+%#$a'"1'5-5'#"$'&%%'0'/,&%,/'0&'-$&'0::1":1-0$%';,$,1%'6"/%'_=D':%1'
+%#$aM'G%'0#0<2&%5'$6%'1%&:"#&%&'";'$6"&%'K6"'1%&:"#5%5'$"'$6%'Q,%&$-"#'F4;'
2",'5"#I$'091%%'$60$'$6%'&$0$,%'&6",<5'L%'-#'0'/,&%,/E' :<%0&%'$%<<',&'K60$'2",'
$6-#R'&6",<5'60::%#'$"'-$'-#&$%05I'L2'<""R-#9'0$'$6%'K%-96$%5'&0/:<%'";' H1-&$"<'
1%&:"#5%#$&M'>%05-#9'$61",96'$6%&%E'b,&$',#5%1'$61%%cQ,01$%1&'_W(':%1'+%#$a'";'
$6"&%'K6"'5-5'#"$'K0#$'$"'&%%'$6%'&$0$,%'-#'0'/,&%,/'K-&6%5'$"'&%%'$6%'
&$0$,%'1%$,1#%5'$"'-$&'"1-9-#0<':<-#$6M'P'&/0<<%1'#,/L%1'c'b,&$',#5%1'0'Q,01$%1'
_(C':%1'+%#$a'";'$6"&%'K6"'5-5'#"$'K0#$'$6%'&$0$,%'-#'0'/,&%,/'c'K",<5'<-R%'$"'
&%%'$6%'&$0$,%'5%&$1"2%5E':<0+%5'-#$"'&$"109%'10$6%1'$60#'"#'5-&:<02E'"1'$61"K#'
L0+R'-#$"'$6%'601L",1M'Working from this sample, it would seem that just over 
ten per cent of Bristol respondents wish to see the statue restored to the 
plinth and just under five per cent of Bristol respondents wish to see the 
statue destroyed.'@6%'1%0&"#&'L%6-#5'$6%&%':1%;%1%#+%&'01%'%*:<"1%5'-#'$6%'
H1-&$"<'j"-+%&'&%+$-"#'L%<"KM'
'
8-99-#9'-#$"'$6%'+"//%#$&'";'$6"&%'H1-&$"<'1%&:"#5%#$&'K6"'K-&6%5'$"'&%%'$6%'
&$0$,%'5-&:<02%5'K-$6-#'0'H1-&$"<'/,&%,/'1%.%0<&'0'10#9%'";'$6",96$&'0L",$'
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K6%1%'0#5'6"K'$6%'&$0$,%'&6",<5'L%'%*6-L-$%5M'G6-<%'&"/%'K-&6%5'$"'&%%'$6%'
&$0$,%'+<%0#%5',:E'1%&$"1%5'0#5'5-&:<02%5',:1-96$E';01'/"1%'K 0#$%5'$"'&%%'$6%'
&$0$,%'5-&:<02%5'-#'-$&'910;;-$-c+".%1%5'0#5'50/09%5'&$0$%E'<2-#9'5"K# 'k'0&'-$'
K0&'-#'$6%'$%/:"1012'5-&:<02M'P&'"#%'1%&:"#5%#$'1%;<%+$%5E'‘I think the graffiti 
has just as much history as the statue’M'Those who felt that it was more 
appropriate to display the statue in its damaged state outnumbered those 
calling for restoration by almost five to one in the weighted sample.'G60$'-&'
0<&"'+<%01'-&'$60$'$6%'/0b"1-$2'K-&6'$"'&%%'$6%'&$0$,%'5-&:<02%5'<2-#9'"#'-$&'L0+R'
k'0&'-#'$6%'$%/:"1012'O'B6%5'5-&:<02M'@6"&%'K-&6-#9'$"'&%%'$6%'&$0$,%'
5-&:<02%5'"#'-$&'L0+R'",$#,/L%1%5'$6"&%'+0<<-#9';"1'5-&:<02'-#'0#',:1-96$'
:"&-$-"#'L2';-.%'$"'"#%'-#'$6%'K%-96$%5'&0/:<%M'@6%'/0b"1-$2'";'$6"&%'-#'$6%'
K%-96$%5'&0/:<%'K0#$%5'$6%'5-&:<02'$"'-#+<,5%';0+$,0<'-#;"1/0$-"#'0#5'
+"#$%*$'"#'!"<&$"#E'$6%'%.%#$&'";'W'X,#%'(?(?'0#5'$6%'6-&$"12'0#5'<%90+2'";'
$10#&0$<0#$-+'&<0.%12'0#5'10+-&/M'
'
'
The future of the Colston statue: Bristol Voices  
'
@6-&'&%+$-"#'-#$1"5,+%&'&"/%'";'$6%'."-+%&'";'$6"&%'H1-&$"<'1%&-5%#$&'K6"'
+"//%#$%5'-#'/"1%'5%$0-<'0L",$'$6%-1'.-%K&'"#'$6%';,$,1%'";'$6%'&$0$,%M'G6-<%'
0'<019%'/0b"1-$2'K0#$%5'$6%'&$0$,%'-#'0'/,&%,/E'$6-&'&%+$-"#'L%9-#&'L2'
-#$1"5,+-#9'$6%'+",#$%1'."-+%&'";'$6%'/-#"1-$2'K6"'5-5'#"$'6"<5'$6-&'.-%KM'
@6"&%'K6"'5-5'#"$'K0#$'$"'&%%'$6%'&$0$,%'5-&:<02%5'-#'0'/,&%,/'5-&091%%5'
".%1'K6%$6%1'‘the plinth’'"1'0'‘scrap yard’'K0&'$6%'/"1%'0::1":1-0$%';,$,1%'
6"/%';"1'$6%'&$0$,%M'P;$%1'-#$1"5,+-#9'$6%&%'."-+%&E'$6-&'&%+$-"#'/".%&'"#'$"'
-#+<,5%'$6%'."-+%&'";'$6%'/0b"1-$2'K6"'",$<-#%5'-#'/"1%'5%$0-<'6"K'$6%2'
K0#$%5'$6%'&$0$,%'$"'L%'5-&:<02%5'K-$6-#'0'+-$2'/,&%,/M''
'
O0#2'";'$6"&%'K6"'K0#$%5'$6%'&$0$,%'1%&$"1%5'$"'-$&'"1-9-#0<':<-#$6'%*:<0-#%5'
$6-&'0&':,$$-#9'$6%'&$0$,%'L0+R'‘where it belongs’'"1'‘to its rightful place’M'P'
$2:-+0<'1%&:"#&%';1"/'$6"&%'6"<5-#9'$6-&'.-%K'K0&S!‘it should be cleaned up 
and restored to its rightful place on the plinth. The destruction of the statue 
was illegal and unpopular outside of a small segment of radical protestors. 
The damage should be undone.’'@6-&'-5%0'$60$'F$6%'50/09%'&6",<5'L%',#5"#%I'
K0&'0'1%+,11-#9'$6%/%'-#'$6%'1%&:"#&%&'";'$6%'/-#"1-$2'";'H1-&$"<'1%&-5%#$&'K6"'
K-&6%5'$"'&%%'$6%'&$0$,%'1%&$"1%5'F$"'-$&'1-96$;,<':<0+%IM'Z%2'6%1%'_0#5'
&"/%$6-#9'5-&+,&&%5'L%<"K'K-$6'1%9015'$"';%%<-#9&'0L",$'$6%'1%/".0<'";'$6%'
&$0$,%a'K0&'0'+"#+%1#'K-$6'$6%'/0##%1'";'$6%'&$0$,%I&'1%/".0<M'4$&'1%&$"10$-"#'
K0&'&%%#'L2'/0#2'0&';-1&$'0#5';"1%/"&$'0#'0+$'";'1%&$"1-#9'<0K'0#5'"15%1M'
'
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G6-<%'0'+"#+%1#'K-$6'<0K'0#5'"15%1'+0#'L%'&%%#'0&':01$-+,<01<2':1%.0<%#$'
0/"#9'$6"&%'K-&6-#9'$"'&%%'$6%'&$0$,%'1%$,1#%5'$"'$6%':<-#$6E'"$6%1&'019,%5'
/"1%'0<"#9'$6%'<-#%&'";'&%%-#9'-$'0&'0'6-&$"1-+0<'"Lb%+$'$60$'&6",<5#I$'L%'
1%/".%5'L%+0,&%'$6-&'K",<5'%Q,0$%'K-$6'‘erasing history.’'P'$2:-+0<'+"//%#$'
1%;<%+$-#9'$6-&'$6-#R-#9'K0&S!!
!

‘The statue should be returned to its plinth, it is part of our history and 
cannot be air brushed just because some people don’t like it. There 
should be an explanation of who and what Colston did both in the 
slave trade and in legacy of his gifts of wealth to the city we all enjoy 
today.’  
'

B"/%'";'$6"&%'K6"'K-&6%5'$"'&%%'$6%'&$0$,%'1%-#&$0$%5E'<-R%'$6%':%1&"#'Q,"$%5'
0L".%E'K%1%'R%%#'$"'&%%'%*:<0#0$"12':<0Q,%&'0$$0+6%5'$"'$6%':<-#$6S'
'

‘The statue should be cleaned, stabilised and replaced on its plinth in 
the centre with explanatory panels making clear to everyone what 
Edward Colston did and did not do, especially in his capacity as 
managing director of the Royal African Company, and explaining why 
Arrowsmith thought he was the “wisest and most virtuous of the sons 
of Bristol”. Instead of demonising him, they should set him in the 
context of his lifetime… It should not be hidden away in a “dusty old 
place” where it would take up an inappropriate volume of limited 
space.’ 

'
J"K%.%1E'#"$'0<<'091%%5'K-$6'$6%'&%#$-/%#$'$60$'$6%'&$0$,%'#%%5%5'$"'L%'L0+R'
"#'-$&':<-#$6'$"'%#&,1%'$60$'6-&$"12'K0&'#"$'%10&%5'"1';"19"$$%#M'[#%'H1-&$"<'
1%&:"#5%#$'%*:<0-#%5E!‘glorifying slave traders is not education. We can 
educate people on the horrors of their actions without displaying them on a 
pedestal.’ P#"$6%1E'K6"'5-5'#"$'K0#$'$6%'&$0$,%'$"'L%'5-&:<02%5'0#2K6%1%E'
%*:<0-#%5S 
'

‘It shouldn’t be on display. We don’t need statues to be displayed of 
slave owners, people who killed and murdered thousands. We do not 
need statues to remember their crimes. Teach the history but do not 
give them the honour of keeping their statues. Colston was a horrible 
man, he should not be on display. We do not need statues of Hitler to 
remember him, so it should be with slave owners.’ 

'
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P&'$6%&%'+"//%#$&'1%.%0<E'#"$'0<<'";'$6%'=D':%1'+%#$'";'H1-&$"<'1%&:"#5%#$&'
K6"'5-&091%%5'K-$6'$6%'-5%0'";'$6%'&$0$,%'L%-#9':,$'"#'5-&:<02'-#'0'/,&%,/'-#'
H1-&$"<'K-&6%5'$"'&%%'$6%'&$0$,%'L0+R'"#'-$&':<-#$6M'>%05-#9'$61",96'$6%'
K%-96$%5'&0/:<%'";'$%*$,0<'+"//%#$&E'01",#5'0'Q,01$%1'";'$6"&%'K6"'5-5'#"$'
K0#$'$6%'&$0$,%'-#'0'/,&%,/'&,99%&$%5'$60$'$6%'&$0$,%'L%'5%&$1"2%5E'‘put in 
the bin’E'1%+2+<%5E'/%<$%5'5"K#'0#5'1%/05%'0&'0#'0<$%1#0$-.%'01$K"1RE'
1%$,1#%5'$"'$6%'601L",1'"1':,$'-#$"'&$"109%'0#5'‘away from public view’M'
V#5%1<2-#9'$6%&%'":-#-"#&'K0&'0'&%#&%'$60$'5-&:<02-#9'$6%'&$0$,%'";'&"/%"#%'
-#."<.%5'-#'%#&<0.-#9'P;1-+0#&'0#2K6%1%'K0&E'-#'0#5'";'-$&%<;E':1"L<%/0$-+M'P&'
"#%'%*:<0-#%5E'
'

‘I believe the statue should be disposed of – statues inherently glorify 
those they depict. I do not believe that having the statue erected 
anywhere would benefit the public.’ 
!

@6%2E'<-R%'"$6%1&E'&0K'$60$'&$0$,%&'01%'#"$'#%,$10<'6-&$"1-+0<'"Lb%+$&E'L,$'10$6%1'
&2/L"<&'$60$'‘glorify’'"1'‘celebrate’M'P&'"#%'1%&:"#5%#$'%*:<0-#%5S'
'

‘As a black person I personally wouldn’t want to come and visit the 
museum knowing that the statue of a man who owned and sold slaves 
has been put on display as if he is being praised for what he did and his 
racism.’ 

'
i"1'/"&$'1%&:"#5%#$&'_&%%'i-9,1%'DaE'6"K%.%1E'0'/,&%,/'-&'$6%'/"&$'
0::1":1-0$%':<0+%';"1'$6%'&$0$,%'$"'L%'5-&:<02%5'-#'0'+"#$%*$,0<-&%5'0#5'
#,0#+%5'%*6-L-$-"#M'@6%';"<<"K-#9'01%'0'1%:1%&%#$0$-.%'&0/:<%'";'+"//%#$&S'
 

‘It’s not “rewriting history” to remove a statue if it’s preserved in a 
museum, with appropriate context. It’s showing that we’ve moved on 
and are getting a better idea of the city’s place in history – and 
therefore a better sense of the city’s future.’ 
 
‘Whilst I can recognise that Colston did good for Bristol it is also 
important to remember the other things he did. Whilst he may not 
have “known better at the time” we know better now and should not 
have such people on display in such a celebratory way. They should be 
included in museums yes, as it is important to keep our history but it is 
important to show the whole picture and not just the “good”.’ 
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‘It tells us something and is of value but it’s not to be admired in the 
street.’ 
 
‘Statues are celebratory, museums are educational.’ 
 
‘Perhaps all statues in Bristol should be given a max 100 year life 
before they are retired to a museum? Life moves on.’  

'
>%&:"#5%#$&'";;%1%5'5%$0-<%5'+"//%#$012'$60$'K-<<'L%'+1-$-+0<'-#'-#;"1/-#9'
;,$,1%'5-&:<02M'J%1%E'K%'-#$1"5,+%'0'&%<%+$-"#'";'$6%'.%12'<019%'#,/L%1'";'
1%&:"#&%&'$60$'1%:1%&%#$'$6%'+01%;,<'$6-#R-#9'9-.%#'$"'6"K'$"'5-&:<02'$6%'
&$0$,%'K-$6",$';0<<-#9'-#$"'$6%'$10:'";',#-#$%#$-"#0<'9<"1-;-+0$-"#'"1'&-<%#+-#9'
$60$'+6010+$%1-&%&'$6%'+"#+%1#&'%*:1%&&%5'-#'$6%'+"//%#$&'0L".%M''
'
[#%'$6-#9'$60$'1%&:"#5%#$&'K%1%'K%<<'0K01%'";'-&'6"K'‘the story of Bristol and 
the slave trade is complicated and affected all strata of society’M'g-.%#'$6-&E'
$6%1%'K0&'0'5%&-1%';"1'5-&:<02'$60$'0-/%5'0$'$1,$6;,<#%&&E'#,0 #+%'0#5'
+"/:<%$%#%&&M'>%&:"#5%#$&'K0#$%5';,$,1%'/,&%,/'5-&:<02'";'$6%'&$0$,%'$"'
";;%1'‘a balanced historical context’'"1'‘as complete and balanced a historical 
context as possible – both the good and the bad, up to and including its 
removal by protestors.’'P#"$6%1'0&R%5'$60$'$6%1%'L%'‘no whitewashing, no 
focusing only on the good things, no glorifying, no whataboutism. Tell the full 
and complete story and the last effects that has on the people he so cruelly 
treated.’'P&'"#%'1%&:"#5%#$'%*:<0-#%5S'
'

‘I would like it to be displayed with the whole history surrounding it. 
Explaining why Colston was so revered in the past that a statue was 
erected for him, and why the statue has become so divisive. I would 
also like the whole story of the man himself explained. I believe that 
like all human beings he was multi-faceted and full of contradictions. 
He was not just a philanthropist or a slave trader but both.’ 

'
PL".%'0<<E'1%&:"#5%#$&',&%5'$6%'K"15'‘context’'$-/%'0#5'$-/%'090-#M'@6%-1'
5%&-1%'K0&';"1'5-&:<02'$60$'+"#$%*$,0<-&%5'!"<&$"#E'$6%'&$0$,%'0&'0'&2/L"<'";'
K60$'"#%'$%1/%5'Fconspicuous benevolence’'-#'$6%'<0$%'=7#$'+ME'0#5'$6%'
$"::<-#9'";'$6%'&$0$,%'-#'(?(?'-#'$6%'0;$%1/0$6'";'$6%'/,15%1'";'g%"19%'i<"25'
0#5'HfO':1"$%&$&M'@6-&'&%#&%'";'0';,<<E'6"#%&$E'0#5'$1,$6;,<'+"#$%*$,0<-&-#9'<%5'
1%&:"#5%#$&'$"'#"$%'0'K-5%'#,/L%1'";'R%2'%<%/%#$&'$60$'$6%2'-5%#$-;-%5'+",<5'
0#5'&6",<5'L%'-#+<,5%5'K-$6-#';,$,1%'5-&:<02S'
'
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¥! K-5%1'%*:<"10$-"#'";'$6%'6-&$"12'";'$6%'$10#&0$<0#$-+'$10;;-+R-#9'0#5'
%#&<0.%/%#$'";'P;1-+0#&'0#5'H1-&$"<I&'1"<%'0&'0':"1$'+-$2U'

¥! #0110$-.%&'0#5'#0/%&'";'%#&<0.%5':%":<%U'
¥! $6%'&:%+-;-+'6-&$"12'0#5'+"#$%*$'";'!"<&$"#'0&'<%05-#9'";;-+-0<'-#'$6%'

>"20<'P;1-+0#'!"/:0#2'0#5'L%#%;0+$"1U'
¥! $6%':1%&%#+%'-#'$6%'+-$2'";'/0#2'"$6%1';0/-<-%&'-#."<.%5'-#'

$10#&0$<0#$-+'&<0.%12'0#5'$6%';-#0#+-0<'+"/:%#&0$-"#'$6%2'1%+%-.%5'
0$'0L"<-$-"#U'

¥! $6%'0L"<-$-"#'/".%/%#$'-#'H1-&$"<U'
¥! ‘the context of why the statue was erected and then eventually 

pulled down’U ‘the cult of Colston’ – ‘maybe even a Colston bun!’ 
- ‘conspicuous benevolence’'0#5'$6%'B"+-%$2'";'O%1+60#$'
j%#$,1%1&U'‘veneration and changing attitudes’U 

¥! $6%'/"1%'1%+%#$'6-&$"12'";'0$$%/:$&'$"'60.%'$6%'&$0$,%'1%/".%5'
0#5'6-&$"12'";':1"$%&$'-#'H1-&$"<U'

¥! ‘how we memorialise public spaces and whose histories 
memorialisation does or does not reflect’U'

¥! $6%'/"/%#$'";'$6%'$"::<-#9'K-$6'$6%'-#+<,&-"#'";'$6%':<0+015&'0#5'
‘testimony from the protestors’U'

¥! :"$%#$-0<<2'0<"#9&-5%'$6%'&$0$,%'";'X%#'>%-5U'
¥! ‘history…about old and modern debates around race’, ‘race 

relations’'0#5'$6%'‘fight against racism’U'
¥! ‘the legacy of slavery within the city – both the 

infrastructure/buildings and the effect on the Black community’ 
'
P'#,/L%1'";'1%&:"#5%#$&'1%&:"#5%5':"&-$-.%<2'$"'$6%'$%/:"1012'5-&:<02'-#'$6%'
O'B6%5'-#'(?(=M'[#%'%*:<0-#%5E'‘I think the current presentation is a faithful 
depiction of the statue’s history and an appropriate and balanced view of the 
life of Edward Colston.I'[$6%1&';%<$'$60$';,$,1%'5-&:<02'/-96$'L%'‘as part of an 
exhibition like the current one’ or ‘exactly as it is in M Shed now’E'K-$6'"#%'
1%&:"#5%#$'#"$-#9'‘exactly as it is now – it tells the complete story, not the 
one-dimensional whitewashed version of it.’'P#"$6%1'%*:<0-#%5'6"K'$6%2'
;",#5' ‘the current display is measured, powerful and shows history as a 
living thing that we are part of.’'@60$'&%#&%'";'$6%'+"##%+$-"#&'L%$K%%#':0&$E'
:1%&%#$E'0#5';,$,1%E'K0&'"#%'$60$'"$6%1&'+"//%#$%5'"#'0#5'+0#'L%'&%%#'-#'
$6%'+61"#"<"9-+0<'0#5'$6%/0$-+'10#9%'";'$":-+&'$60$'%/%19%'-#'$6%'5%$0-<%5'
+"//%#$&'",$<-#%5'0L".%M'
'
G6-<%'$6%1%'K0&'/,+6'&,::"1$';"1'$6%'$%/:"1012'5-&:<02E'-$'-&'+<%01'$60$'$6%1%'
K0&'0'5%&-1%';"1'‘more history and context please!’'0#5'‘a wider expansion of 
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the way it is currently exhibited, with an expansion of the slave trade 
exhibition with more stories about Bristol’s role in it. The slave trade section 
in the M Shed is really small, I’d like to see that expanded.’'[#%'1%&:"#5%#$'
#"$%5'$60$'‘ideally, the Colston statue should be placed on display within a 
larger Slavery and Bristol museum detailing Bristol’s history with slavery, the 
ongoing legacy, who and where benefited. At a minimum, this statue should 
be placed within a permanent slavery and Bristol exhibition at the M-Shed.’'
P#"$6%1'&601%5'$6%-1'0&:-10$-"#'$60$'‘it should be part of a much bigger, 
dedicated museum/memorial and visitors centre to educate the city about 
the transatlantic slave trade.’'P&'"#%'1%&:"#5%#$'#"$%5E'‘context takes a lot 
of space!’''
'
P&'K%<<'0&';,<<E'6"#%&$E'+"#$%*$,0<-&%5'0#5'#,0 #+%5'5-&:<02E'$6%1%'K0&'0'5%&-1%'
;"1'5-&:<02'$"'L%'5"#%'‘in a manner that encourages reflection on Bristol’s 
past and the ripples of that past in the present, not reverence’'0#5'&"'$6-&'
1%&:"#5%#$'&,99%&$%5'$60$'‘it should be displayed as part of broader exhibits 
on the issues so that it doesn’t become a “Colston exhibit”.’ @6-&'&%#&%'";'$6%'
&$0$,%'L%-#9':01$'";'0'L1"05%1'%*6-L-$-"#E'10$6%1'$60#'$6%'+%#$1%'";'$6%'
%*6-L-$-"#E'K0&'&601%5'L2'"$6%1&M'[#%'1%&:"#5%#$'K-&6%5'$"'&%%'-$S'
'
‘As part of a permanent exhibition about the transatlantic traffic in enslaved 
people. I want to know more about the long history of opposition in the city. 
I’d like to know more about how much of the city’s architecture came from 
money, directly or indirectly, due to the triangular trade. And I’d like to know 
a lot less about Colston and a lot more about the lives of historic black 
people visiting the city and living in it.’'
 
 
The future of the Colston statue: Conclusion 
 
P'&/0<<'#,/L%1'";'$6"&%'K6"'K-&6%5'$"'&%%'$6%'&$0$,%'1%$,1#%5'$"'-$&':<-#$6'
&0K'$6-&'0&'0'$%/:"1012E'10$6%1'$60#'0':%1/0#%#$E'&"<,$-"#M'P&'"#%'%*:<0-#%5E'
‘put it back on its plinth and ask the people of Bristol where they want it. If 
they vote to remove it, then do so, but don’t bow down to a minority who 
took the law into their own hands!!!’'[$6%1&'&,99%&$%5E'‘it should be 
reinstalled onto the plinth, then put to a vote,’ ‘put it back until there is 
proper consultation. It should not be decided by vandals’'0#5'‘it should be 
returned to its plinth. Then you can begin a process to determine its future.’'
4#'0'<%#9$62'+"//%#$E'0#"$6%1'%*:<0-#%5S''
'
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‘It should be put back on its plinth with the condition that it is subject 
to a Bristol-wide vote on whether it should stay, or be removed. Mob 
rule is undemocratic and the statue being torn down sets a dangerous 
precedent that a violent minority may get their own way. Restoring the 
statue to its original place with a referendum on whether it should stay 
provides the opportunity for people who felt compelled to tear it down 
to have their say alongside the many people who had the same 
opportunity robbed from them.’ 
!

G6-<%'$6%'&,1.%2'0#5'1%:"1$'5"'#"$';-$'K-$6'$6%'$-/-#9'";'$6%&%'K-&6%&E'$6%2'5"'
1%:1%&%#$'0'+60#+%'$"'+"#&,<$'K-5%<2'K-$6'$6%'+-$2'0L",$'$6%';,$,1%'";'$6%'
&$0$,%'0#5':<-#$6'L%;"1%'0#2';,1$6%1'0+$-"#'-&'$0R%#M'@6%'$%/:"1012'5-&:<02'";'
$6%'&$0$,%'0#5'0++"/:0#2-#9'&,1.%2'K0&'-#$%#5%5':1%+-&%<2'$"'F0&R'$6%':%":<%'
";'H1-&$"<'K6%1%'$6%2'K0#$'-$I'#"KM'
'
P#0<2&-#9'$6%'1%&,<$&E'-$'-&'+<%01'$60$'$6%'.0&$'/0b"1-$2'";'1%&:"#5%#$&';1"/'$6%'
+-$2'_0&'K%<<'0&'0'/0b"1-$2'";'0<<'1%&:"#5%#$&a'K-&6'$"'&%%'$6%'&$0$,%'5-&:<02%5'
-#'0'/,&%,/M' [#<2'0'&/0<<'/-#"1-$2'K0#$'$6%'&$0$,%'%-$6%1'1%&$"1%5'$"'$6%'
:<-#$6'"1'5%&$1"2%5M'>%05-#9'$6%'+"//%#$&'";'$6"&%'6"<5-#9'$6-&'/-#"1-$2'
.-%KE'0'#,/L%1'";' K-5%<2c&601%5'+"1%':1-#+-:<%&'%/%19%'$60$'-#;"1/'$6%'
1%+"//%#50$-"#&'9-.%#'0$'$6%'%#5'";'$6-&'1%:"1$M'
'
i-1&$<2E'/0#2'K6"'K-&6'$"'&%%'$6%'&$0$,%'1%&$"1%5'5"'&"'L%+0,&%'$6%2'
5-&0::1".%'";'6"K '-$'K0&'1%/".%5M'‘If people want the statue removed it 
should have been democratically’'-&'0'&%#$-/%#$'$60$':%1.05%&'$6%'+"//%#$&'
-#'$6-&'&%+$-"#'0&'K%<<'0&'$6%'&%+$-"#'"#';%%<-#9&'$"K015&'$6%'1%/".0<'";'$6%'
&$0$,%'_5-&+,&&%5'L%<"KaM'[#%'90:'-#'+"#$%/:"1012'H1-$0-#'-&'$6%'<0+R'";'0'+<%01'
5%/"+10$-+':1"+%&&';"1'1%/".-#9'&$0$,%&'$60$'5"'#"$'/%&6'K-$6'+"#$%/:"1012'
.0<,%&M'G%'&%%'0#',19%#$'#%%5'$"'0551%&&'$6-&'90:M''
'
B%+"#5<2E'0<<'K6"'.01-",&<2'K0#$'$"'&%%'$6%'&$0$,%'L0+R'"#'$6%':<-#$6E'L0+R'-#'
$6%'601L",1'"1'-#'0'/,&%,/ E'019,%5';1"/'0':"&-$-"#'";'K-&6-#9'$"'&%%'$6%'
6-&$"12'";'$6%':0&$'k'L"$6'9""5'0#5'L05'k'6"#%&$<2'$"<5'10$6%1'$60#'%10&%5M'
G6%1%'$6%2'5-;;%1'-&'".%1'K6%1%'$6%'/"&$'0::1":1-0$%':<0+%';"1'1%$%<<-#9'$60$'
6-&$"12'-&M'O"&$'&%%'$6-&'$"'L%'-#'0'+-$2'/,&%,/M'P'&/0<<%1'#,/L%1'&%%'$6-&'$"'
L%'-#'$6%':,L<-+'1%0</E'10$6%1'$60#'‘hidden in some museum’M'[$6%1&';%01'$60$'
5-&:<02-#9'0'&$0$,%'-#'0'/,&%,/ E'<%$'0<"#%'"#'0':<-#$6E'-&'#"$'0#'0+$'";'$%<<-#9'
6-&$"12'L,$'10$6%1'9<"1-;2-#9'0#'-#5-.-5,0<M'[#%'R%2':1-#+-:<%'$60$'&6",<5';10/%'
/,&%,/'5-&:<02'";'$6%'&$0$,%E'$6%';,$,1%'";'$6%':<-#$6'0#5'0#2'&-9#09%'$6%1%E'-&'
$60$'$6-&'&6",<5'#%-$6%1'‘glorify’'#"1'‘erase’'L,$'10$6%1'";;%1'0#'6"#%&$'$%<<-#9'";'
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$6%'6-&$"12'";'!"<&$"#'0#5'$6%'+-$2M'4$'-&'+<%01'$60$'$6%':0&$'/0$$%1&'$"'0<<'
1%&:"#5%#$&';1"/'0+1"&&'$6%'+-$2'0#5'$6-&'&601%5'5%&-1%'$"'$%<<'$6%'6-&$"12'";'
H1-&$"<'0#5'$6%'K-5%1'K"1<5'-#'#,0#+%5'0#5'6"#%&$'K02&'-#;"1/&' ",1'
1%+"//%#50$-"#&M''
'
4#':01$-+,<01E'$6%1%'-&'+<%01<2'0'5%&-1%'"#'$6%':01$'";'1%&:"#5%#$&'-#'$6%'+-$2'$"'
<%01#'/"1%'0L",$'$6%'#,/%1",&'6-&$"1-%&'$60$'$6%'&$0$,%'%."R%&'$60$'+".%1'
%.%12$6-#9';1"/'H1-&$"<I&'+%#$10<'1"<%'-#'$6%'$10#&0$<0#$-+'%#&<0.%/%#$'";'
P;1-+0#&E'$61",96'$6%'+,<$'";'!"<&$"#'0#5':6-<0#$61":2'-#'$6%'<0$%'=7#$'+E'$"'$6%'
6-&$"1-%&'";':1"$%&$'-#'$6%'(?#$'0#5'(=%#'+%#$,1-%&'0#5'$6%'<%90+-%&'";'&<0.%12'-#'
$6%':1%&%#$M'@6%'&601%5'&%#&%'0+1"&&'0<<'1%&:"#5%#$&'$60$'6-&$"12'/0$$%1&'
+"/%&'$61",96'&$1"#9<2'-#'$6%'5%$0-<%5'1%&:"#&%&'9-.%#'$"';,$,1%'/,&%,/'
5-&:<02'";'$6%'!"<&$"#'&$0$,%M'P$'0'/-#-/,/'$6%1%'-&'+<%01<2'0::%$-$%';"1'0'
<019%1'5-&:<02'K-$6-#'H1-&$"<'/,&%,/&'"#'$6-&'+%#$10<':01$'";'",1'+-$2I&'6-&$"12M'
H,$'$6%1%'-&'0<&"'1%+"9#-$-"#'$60$'$6%'&:0+%'#%%5%5'$"'5"'b,&$-+%'$"'$6-&'
+"/:<%*'&$"12'+",<5'0<&"'K0110#$'5%.%<":-#9'0'5%5-+0$%5'/,&%,/'0#5'
/%/"1-0<M'@6-&'-&'&"/%$6-#9'$60$'$6%'f%90+2'B$%%1-#9'g1",:'-&'%*:<"1-#9'0&'
$6%2'+"#&-5%1'6"K'H1-&$"<'/-96$'L%&$'/%/"1-0<-&%'$6%'$10#&0$<0#$-+'$10;;-+R-#9'
";'%#&<0.%5'P;1-+0#&M'
  



 

 35 

!"#$E-)-4#$&E$)"#$#:=)9$='6*)"$
'
'
>%&:"#5%#$&'";;%1%5'0'L1"05'10#9%'";'":-#-"#&'"#'$6%';,$,1%'";'$6%'%/:$2'
:<-#$6'0&'+0#'L%'&%%#'-#'$6%-1'Q,0#$-$0$-.%'_&%%'i -9,1%'=( a'0#5'Q,0<-$0$-.%'
;%%5L0+R'_&%%'H1-&$"<'j"-+%&'L%<"KaM'P<$6",96'$6%1%'K%1%'5-.%1&%'.-%K&E'a 
majority of Bristol respondents wished to see an updated plaque placed near 
the plinth (71 per cent), and for the plinth itself to be used as a site for 
temporary artworks (58 per cent). 
 
 

 
!
!
Figure 12 – response to the future of the Colston statue plinth: All 
respondents and Bristol respondents 
'
'
A majority of all respondents (65 per cent) wanted to see the provision of a 
plaque that reflected the events of 7 June 2020 (40 per cent strongly agreed; 
25 per cent agreed). This sentiment was stronger among Bristol respondents 
with 71 per cent either strongly agreeing (44 per cent) or agreeing (27 per 
cent) with this updating.  
 
>%05-#9'$6%'$%*$,0<'+"//%#$&'-$'-&'+<%01'$60$'":-#-"#'K0&'/"1%'5-.-5%5'"#'
K6%$6%1'‘the current plaques (which still honour Colston)’'&6",<5'L%'1%/".%5'
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;1"/'$6%':<-#$6'0#5'%#$%1'-#$"'$6%'/,&%,/'+"<<%+$-"#'0<"#9&-5%'$6%'&$0$,%E'"1'
1%/0-#'-#':<0+%M'4;'$6%'"1-9-#0<':<0Q,%&'1%/0-#E'$6%#'"#%'1%&:"#5%#$'K0&'R%%#'
$"'%#&,1%'$60$'‘the “rejected by the citizens of Bristol” addition’ 0<&"'1%/0-#M'
O"1%'9%#%10<<2E'0'R%2':1-#+-:<%'0::%01%5'$"'L%'$60$'$6%'"1-9-#0<':<0Q,%&'&6",<5'
"#<2'1%/0-#'-;E'0#5'K6%#E'0'#%K'%*:<0#0$"12':<0Q,%'-&'055%5M'G-$6'0#'%2%'"#'
$6%'Q,%&$-"#'";'K6%$6%1'1%/".-#9'%<%/%#$&'";'$6%':<-#$6'0/",#$%5'$"'
%10&,1%E'"#%'1%&:"#5%#$'&,99%&$%5'$6%'#%%5';"1'0'‘plaque to describe whose 
statue stood there, who he was, what he did and the event that took place 
on 7 June,’'0#5'0<&"'$"'‘leave existing plaque as part of history which cannot 
be erased.’'P#"$6%1'#"$%5'$60$'‘the plinth contains much text and ornament 
linked with Colston. I would like to see that retained but with an explanatory 
text directing to the museum exhibition.’'
 
P&'%<&%K6%1%'-#'$6%'&,1.%2E'$%*$,0<'1%&:"#&%&'1%.%0<'.01-%5'$6-#R-#9'0L",$'
K6%$6%1'0#',:50$%5':<0Q,%'K0&'0::1":1-0$%'"1'#"$'0#5E'-;'&"E'K60$'-$'&6",<5'
+"#$0-#M'[#%'1%&:"#5%#$'0&R%5'‘why should we immortalise the actions of an 
unlawful act by a crowd of yobs’'0#5'0#"$6%1'019,%5'$60$'‘I really don’t think 
anything should be put in place that commemorates what happened on 
07/06/2020. Although I empathise with the feelings around the statue this 
was still an act of vandalism by organised thugs.’'4#'+"#$10&$E'0#"$6%1'K0&'
K"11-%5'$60$'‘an update on the side of the plinth – that simply adds to, rather 
than challenges preceding narratives – would be a cop out. The city should 
not pretend it is neutral on this issue – that would be to act as though it is 
neutral about slavery and its legacies, which would be morally abhorrent.’''
'
J"K%.%1E'-$'-&'+<%01'$60$'$6%'/0b"1-$2'":-#-"#'-&'$60$'‘the plaque must be 
updated to reflect history.’'>%&:"#5%#$&'";;%1%5'&,99%&$-"#&'0&'$"'K60$'$6-&'
:<0Q,%'/-96$'-#+<,5%M B"/%'+0<<%5';"1'0'L1"05%1',:50$-#9'$"'-#+<,5%'‘the 
history of who Colston was, not just the events of June 2020.’ P&'"#%'
1%&:"#5%#$'%*:<0-#%5E'‘I would like to see a plaque placed near the plinth 
that provides context and describes what it is and why it is like that, 
signposting people to a museum and other resources where they can learn 
more.’'
'
[:-# -"#'K0&'/-*%5'"#'K60$'$"'5"'K-$6'$6%':<-#$6'-$&%<;E'L,$'$6%1%'K0&'91%0$%1'
&,::"1$';"1'$%/:"1012'-#&$0<<0$-"#&'$60#'%-$6%1'0':%1/0#%#$'&+,<:$,1%'"1'
<%0.-#9'$6%':<-#$6'%/:$2M'@6-&'K0&'$6%'/"&$':":,<01'&"<,$-"#'0/"#9'0<<'
1%&:"#5%#$&'K-$6'b,&$',#5%1'60<;'_C7':%1'+%#$a'%-$6%1'&$1"#9<2'091%%-#9'_(3':%1'
+%#$a'"1'091%%-#9'_(D':%1'+%#$a'K-$6'$6%',&%'";'$6%':<-#$6';"1'$%/:"1012'
01$K"1R&'"1'&+,<:$,1%&M'A majority of Bristol respondents (58 per cent) either 
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strongly agreed (28 per cent) or agreed (30 per cent) with the use of the 
plinth for temporary artworks or sculpturesM'P55-#9'-#'$6"&%'_=C':%1'+%#$a'
K6"'#%-$6%1'091%%'#"1'5-&091%%E'-$'K",<5'0::%01'$60$'W(':%1'+%#$'01%'":%#'$"'
$6-&'":$-"#'_&%%'i-9,1%'=( aM'8-99-#9'-#$"'$6%'+"//%#$&E'-$'-&'+<%01'$60$'$6%',&%'
";'$6%':<-#$6'$"'6",&%'$%/:"1012'-#&$0<<0$-"#&'K0&'&%%#'0&'0'K02'$"'%#&,1%'$60$'
$6%'&-$%'L%+"/%'0'&:0+%'";'+"#$-#,-#9'5-0<"9,%E'10$6%1'$60#'/"#"<"9,%E'-#'$6%'
6%01$'";'$6%'+-$2M'''
'
There was less support from both all respondents and Bristol respondents for 
a permanent artwork or sculpture being installed on the plinth, or the plinth 
being left empty. @6%';"1/%1'0$$10+$%5'/019-#0<<2'/"1%'&,::"1$E'%&:%+-0<<2'
;1"/'H1-&$"<'1%&:"#5%#$&M'3A':%1'+%#$'";'0<<'1%&:"#5%#$&'0#5'3` ':%1'+%#$'";'
H1-&$"<'1%&:"#5%#$&'%-$6%1'&$1"#9<2'091%%5'_=C':%1'+%#$'-#'L"$6'+0&%&a'"1'
091%%5'_(=':%1'+%#$'";'0<<'1%&:"#5%#$&'0#5'(C':%1'+%#$'";'H1-&$"<'1%&:"#5%#$&a'
K-$6'$6%'":$-"#'";':,$$-#9'0':%1/0#%#$'01$K"1R'"1'&+,<:$,1%'"#'$6%':<-#$6M'P'
&<-96$<2'&/0<<%1'#,/L%1'k'(7':%1'+%#$'";'0<<'1%&:"#5%#$&'0#5'3=':%1'+%#$'";'
H1-&$"<'1%&:"#5%#$&'%-$6%1'&$1"#9<2'091%%5'_=3':%1'+%#$'-#'L"$6'+0&%&a'"1'
091%%5'_=D':%1'+%#$'";'0<<'1%&:"#5%#$&'0#5'=`':%1'+%#$'";'H1-&$"<'1%&:"#5%#$&a'
k'K-&6%5'$"'&%%'$6%':<-#$6'1%/0-#'%/:$2M'G60$'/"$-.0$%5'$6-#R-#9'0L",$'$6%'
;,$,1%'";'$6%':<-#$6'L%+0/%'+<%01%1'K6%#'K"1R-#9'K-$6'$6%'%*$%#&-.%'
+"//%#$&'-#'$6%'K%-96$%5'&0/:<%'";'".%1'$K"'$6",&0#5'H1-&$"<'1%&:"#5%#$&M'
 
The future of the empty plinth: Bristol Voices 
'
@6-&'&%+$-"#'-#$1"5,+%&'$6%'K"15&'";'1%&:"#5%#$&'$"'&6"K'$6%'.01-%$2'";'
":-#-"#E'0&'K%<<'0&'$6%'$6",96$&'L%6-#5'$6%'+"#&%#&,&'$60$'%/%19%5'0/"#9'
H1-&$"<'1%&-5%#$&M'G%'&$01$'L2'-#$1"5,+-#9'$6%'."-+%&'";'$6"&%'K6"'6%<5'/-#"1-$2'
:"&-$-"#&'k':,$'$6%'!"<&$"#'&$0$,%'L0+RE'R%%:'$6%':<-#$6'%/:$2'"1'1%/".%'-$'
0<$"9%$6%1E'"1'-#&$0<<'0':%1/0#%#$'&$0$,%'k'L%;"1%'$,1#-#9'$"'<-&$%#'$"'$6"&%'
6"<5-#9'$6%'/0b"1-$2':"&-$-"#'K6" ';0.",1%5',&-#9'$6%':<-#$6'0&'&-$%';"1'
$%/:"1012'01$K"1R&M''
'
P&'#"$%5'0L".%'_&%%'@6%';,$,1%'";'$6%'!"<&$"#'&$0$,%aE'0'&/0<<'/-#"1-$2'";'
H1-&$"<'1%&:"#5%#$&'K-&6%5'$"'&%%'$6%'!"<&$"#'&$0$,%'1%&$"1%5'$"'$6%':<-#$6'
_K"1R-#9'K-$6'$6%'K%-96$%5'&0/:<%'$6-&'-&'0::1"*-/0$%<2'$%#':%1'+%#$'";'$6%'
+-$2aM'[#%'<%#9$62'1%&:"#&%'+0:$,1%&'$6%'10#9%'";'":-#-"#&'";;%1%5'L2'$6"&%'
K6"'K-&6%5'$"'&%%'$6%'&$0$,%'1%&$"1%5'$"'$6%':<-#$6S''
'

‘It’s where he belongs. He is part of Bristol’s history and his links to the 
slave trade are only a part of his history. He did a lot for the city in 
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terms of education, altruism, poverty and more. He has absolutely 
nothing whatsoever to do with George Floyd and our history should 
not be changed to suit today’s culture, views and opinions. We should 
not be sweeping our history under the carpet. By all means add a 
postscript but … many of those so-called protesters were anarchists 
who saw an opportunity for protest and vandalism…’  

'
@6-&'5%&-1%'$"'F#"$'L%'&K%%:-#9'",1'6-&$"12',#5%1'$6%'+01:%$I'K0&'0'&%#$-/%#$'
0<&"'&601%5'L2'$6"&%'K6"'$""R'.%12'5-;;%1%#$':"&-$-"#&'"#'$6%';,$,1%'";'$6%'
:<-#$6M'[ #%'1%&:"#5%#$'K6"'K0#$%5'$6%':<-#$6'1%/".%5'0<$"9%$6%1E'%*:<-+-$<2'
/05%'+<%01'$60$'$6-&'‘doesn’t erase history’!L,$'%*:<0-#%5'$60$'$6%'/"1%'
0::1":1-0$%':<0+%';"1'$6-&'6-&$"1-+0<'"Lb%+$'K0&'‘preserved in museums like 
everything else.’'@6-&'1%&:"#5%#$'K0&'"#%'";'&%.%10<'K6"'K0#$%5'$"'&%%'$6%'
:<-#$6'1%,#-$%5'K-$6'$6%'&$0$,%'-#'$6%'+"<<%+$-"#'";'H1-&$"<I&'/,&%,/ &M'P&'
0#"$6%1'%*:<0-#%5E'FThe “stump” as we call it, should be displayed in the 
museum, and something new put in its place. Enough of looking backwards.’''
'
@6-&'&%#$-/%#$'$60$'-$'K0&'$-/%';"1'$6%'+-$2'$"'/".%'"# E'K0&'&601%5'L2'&"/%'
"$6%1&M'[#%'1%&:"#5%#$'1%+"//%#5%5'$60$'K%'‘remove the plinth and place 
something there instead which can encourage a sense of closure and 
acceptance of the removal.’ i"1'"$6%1&E'$6-&'5%&-1%'$"'510K'0'<-#%'K0&'51-.%#'
L2'0':109/0$-+'+"#+%1#'$60$'-$'K0&'L%$$%1'$"'Fremove plinth. People will not 
agree on what should go on it.’'45%0&';"1'K60$'/-96$'1%:<0+%'$6%':<-#$6'10#9%5'
;1"/'$1%%&'0#5';<"K%1&'"1'$6%'1%":%#-#9'";'$6%'1-.%1'$"'+2+<%'<0#%&'"1'0'&R0$%'
:01RM'G60$'$6%2'&601%5'K0&'0'&%#&%'";'1%:,1:"&-#9'$6%'&-$%';"1',&%'L2'0<<M''
'
J"K%.%1E'$6%'-5%0'";'%-$6%1'1%:<0+-#9'$6%'&$0$,%'L0+R'"#'-$&'"1-9-#0<':<-#$6E'"1'
1%/".-#9'$6%':<-#$6'%#$-1%<2'K%1%'#"$'&601%5'L2'$6%'/0b"1-$2'";'1%&:"#5%#$&'
_&%%'i-9,1%'=( aM'P'&-9#-;-+0#$'#,/L%1';0.",1%5'-#&$0<<-#9'0'#%K':%1/0#%#$'
&$0$,%'"#'$6%':<-#$6'_3 '̀:%1'+%#$'";'H1-&$"<'1%&:"#5%#$&aM'45%0&'10#9%5'K-5%<2'
0#5'-#+<,5%5'%.%12"#%E'0#5'%.%12$6-#9E';1"/'$6%'1%$,1#'";'$6%'X%#'>%-5'&$0$,%'
"1'‘a statue to do with black lives matter’E'$61",96'0'#0$-"#0<';-9,1%'<-R%'H1,#%<'
"1'l,%%#')<-]0L%$6'44E'$"'$6%'+6"-+%'";'‘a real heroic Bristolian like Paul 
Stephenson’E'@6"/0&'!60$$%1$"#E'g%"19%'O,<<%1E'!012'g10#$E'H0#R&2'"1'
g1"/-$ '$"'#0/%'L,$'0';%KM'[$6%1&';%<$'-$'K0&'-/:"1$0#$'$"'60.%'0'K"/0# '<-R%'
O012'!01:%#$%1E'O012'B%0+"<%E'J0##06'O"1%'"1'N1-#+%&&'!0/:L%<<'
1%:1%&%#$%5'L%+0,&%'‘we have very few representations of women’'-#'$6%'
+-$2M'\%$'" $6%1&'K0#$%5'0'/%/"1-0<'$"'0#2$6-#9';1"/'%#&<0.%5':%":<%'$"'
.-+$-/&'";'!".-5'=7 E'"1'$"'10-&%'0K01%#%&&'";'$6%'+<-/0$%'+1-&-&M''
'
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G6-<%'"#%'1%&:"#5%#$'&:%+-;-+0<<2'%*:<0-#%5E'‘I think something permanent 
needs to happen so that the city can settle and the conversation doesn’t 
need to keep reopening old wounds,’ "$6%1&'K%1%'0K01%'";'$6%'+60<<%#9%'";'
;-#5-#9'0'&-#9<%'&$0$,%'"1'01$K"1R'$60$'K",<5'1%:1%&%#$'%.%12"#%'-#'$6%'+-$2M'
[# %'%*:1%&&%5'$6%-1';%01'$60$'‘a permanent replacement could be divisive.’'
P#"$6%1'#"$%5'$60$'‘It’s clear now that we all have different opinions … about 
statues and not everyone can relate to them’ 0#5'&"'1%+"//%#5%5'$60$!‘the 
statue should not be replaced with another historical person’M'[#%'
1%&:"#5%#$'1%+"//%#5%5'0."-5-#9'&$0$,%&'0<$"9%$6%1'L%+0,&%'‘art work will 
always divide opinion and now there is an option, the replacement should be 
non-political and conciliatory to everyone – after all Bristol is the home to 
people of all ages, beliefs and politics’M'@6-&'K0&'0'/"1%'K-5%<2'&601%5'.-%KE'
K-$6'"#%'1%&:"#5%#$'#"$-#9'$60$'‘if anything goes there, I think it should be 
non-political and something that would unite people not to cause unrest and 
conflict between communities otherwise we will be back to square one!’'0#5'
0#"$6%1'1%+"//%#5-#9'$6%'+6"-+%'";'‘a piece…that can be used to help 
harmonise the city.’'
'
g-.%#';%01&'";';-#5-#9'0'&-#9<%'‘suitable replacement’E'0'&-9#-;-+0#$'#,/L%1'";'
1%&:"#5%#$&';0.",1%5'R%%:-#9'$6%':<-#$6'-#$%#$-"#0<<2'%/:$2'_3=':%1'+%#$'";'
H1-&$"<'1%&:"#5%#$&aM'P&'"#%'%*:<0-#%5E'‘I like the idea of it being left empty. 
The nothingness is a statement. A celebration of the absence of old white 
men.’'P#"$6%1';%<$'$60$'Fleaving it empty has a greater impact for the sake of 
history. An empty plinth leads to conversation,’'K6-<%'‘putting up artwork 
hides the point of removal.’'G6-<%'/"&$'&0K'0#'%/:$2':<-#$6'0&'0'&$0$%/%#$'";'
$6%';0+$'$60$'$6%'&$0$,%'605'L%%#'1%/". %5E'0'&/0<<'#,/L%1'";'"$6%1&'&0K'-$'
10$6%1'5-;;%1%#$<2M'P&'"#%'1%&:"#5%#$'%*:<0-#%5E'‘empty is the only acceptable 
thing unless the statue is repaired and returned to its plinth, so that the 
world knows Bristol does not sanction riots and rioters!’ 
'
J"K%.%1E'0 /0b"1-$2'";'1%&:"#5%#$&';1"/'H1-&$"<'_A`':%1'+%#$a';0.",1%5'0'
1"$0$-#9'&%1-%&'";'$%/:"1012'01$K"1R&Y&+,<:$,1%&'"#'$6%'%/:$2':<-#$6M'O0#2'
K6"'6%<5'$6-&'.-%K'%*:<-+-$<2'&0K'$6-&'0&'0'K02'";'/0R-#9'0'.-1$,%'";'-#$%#$-"#0<'
$%/:"101-#%&&'K-$6-#'$6%':,L<-+'1%0</M'[#%'1%&:"#5%#$'%*:<0-#%5'$60$'‘public 
space should reflect the values of society at the time. A space for temporary 
exhibitions would help this,’!055-#9'$60$!‘we don’t want to end up with 
another statue that gets torn down in 200 year time because it’s so out of 
line with the values of the time.’![$6%1&'%*:<0-#%5'$60$'‘statues don’t have to 
and indeed shouldn’t be permanent’'L,$'10$6%1'&6",<5'L%'‘ever changing with 
the times’'0#5',19%5'‘poignant and purposeful renewal which reflects the 
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movements and times society is making’"!P&'K%<<'0&'1%;<%+$-#9'+60#9-#9'
$6-#R-#9'0L",$'.0<,%&E'0#"$6%1'%*:<0-#%5'$60$'‘temporary sculptures and 
artwork will demonstrate the changing views of statues.’'[#%'1%&:"#5%#$'
1%:"1$%5'$60$'$6%2'‘love the idea of changing what is there! Views change 
over time … I think the fact that the top bit isn’t permanent makes an 
interesting point about statues and is quite “Bristol”.’'
'
g-.%#'$60$'‘public spaces are constantly changing, as … and with, society,’!"#%'
:%1&"#'K0#$%5'$6%':<-#$6'$"'‘act as an exhibition space to present work and 
start conversations’M'@6%'-5%0'";'$6-&'L%-#9'0'&:0+%';"1'+"#.%1&0$-"#'k'"1'0&'
"#%':%1&"#':,$'-$E'‘a learning journey’'k'K0&'1%:%0$%5'L2'"$6%1&M'[#%'
1%&:"#5%#$'%*:<0-#%5'$60$'‘it would be great to have alternating sculptures to 
reflect a multitude of responses to the conversations being had around 
slavery, diversity and ensuring Bristol is an inclusive city.’'P#"$6%1'&0K'
$%/:"1012'&+,<:$,1%&'60.-#9'$6%':"$%#$-0<'$"'‘allow the conversation to 
develop further whilst also giving it some direction. Pulling down one statue 
won’t solve racial inequality, so what else can we do using this space to 
further that cause? Not a question that I have an answer to, but one that this 
space should be used to find out.’ [#%'1%&:"#5%#$'%*:<0-#%5'$6%-1'6":%'$60$ 
‘the opportunity for temporary artworks/sculptures to be displayed on the 
plinth would keep a lively and vibrant conversation going as the months and 
years unfold, to the benefit of all caring voices in the community.’ P#"$6%1'
$""R'$6-&'0'&$09%';,1$6%1'0#5'&,99%&$%5'$60$E'
'

‘the rotation of new artworks can act as part of a mechanism to keep 
the story of 7/7/20, Colston and Bristol’s history of slavery in the public 
eye. I also think as work is replaced it could maybe then be displayed 
next to Colston in the museum, to keep the connection and 
conversations moving.’''

'
@6-&'-5%0'";'$6%':<-#$6'L%-#9',&%5';"1'"#9"-#9'+"#.%1&0$-"#'K0&'$0R%#'/"1%'
<-$%10<<2'L2'0'#,/L%1'";'1%&:"#5%#$&'K6"'&,99%&$%5'‘broaden this from just 
the plinth, into how can we use the “area”  around the plinth, could it be a 
speaker’s corner, or a gathering space to share ideas?’'"1!‘let’s have a 
meeting place for poets, speakers, musicians, actors -  a safe forum for the 
creative outpouring of Bristol talents.’'J%1%E'$6%':<-#$6'K0&'&%%#'0&'0#'
"::"1$,#-$2'$"'L1-#9'$"9%$6%1'$K"'&-$%&'-#'f"#5"#'/%#$-"#%5'L2'&%.%10<'
1%&:"#5%#$&S'$6%'i ",1$6'N<-#$6'-#'@10;0<901'BQ,01%'0#5'B:%0R%1I&'!"1#%1'"#'$6%'
%59%'";'J25%'N01RM'G60$'<02'L%6-#5'$6%&%'1%;%1%#+%&'K0&'0'+"#+%1#'$60$'$6%'
:<-#$6'L%',&%5'-#'0'52#0/-+'0#5'%#909-#9'K02M''
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'
P&'K%<<'0&'%*:1%&&-#9'$6%'.-1$,%'";'-#$%#$-"#0<<2'$%/:"1012'01$K"1R&E'&%.%10<'
1%&:"#5%#$&'0<&"'&0K'0'.-1$,%'-#':%1-"5&'";'-#$%#$-"#0<'%/:$-#%&&'L%$K%%#'
01$K"1R&M'P&'"#%'%*:<0-#%5E''
'

‘I think that keeping the plinth empty some of the time with irregular 
temporary artworks going up for a period of time cuts a nice 
compromise between keeping the presence of an absence at the 
centre of the old city and allowing artists to continue the conversation 
about Bristol’s relation to slavery.’ 
'

[$6%1&'K%1%'510K#'$"'$6-&'/-*'";':1%&%#+%'0#5'0L&%#+%E'K-$6'$6%';"<<"K-#9'
$2:-+0<'+"//%#$&S''
'

‘I think either keeping the plinth empty and/or using it for temporary 
exhibitions – and therefore empty some of the time – is a good way to 
go.’ 
 
‘I don’t see this as a space for a new permanent art work. The act of 
pulling it down signified change so it should be left empty with a 
plaque as testament to that or changing artworks that represent 
changing, emerging and experimental new talent and different points 
of view.’ 
 
‘Temporary art would allow the plinth to be left empty at times for 
individual reflection.’ 
 
‘Leaving the plinth empty with an updated plaque could be a really 
powerful statement. Rotating statues/art works could also be a nice 
way of making sure a multitude of voices are heard.’ 
'

@6%'-5%0'";'F0'/,<$-$,5%'";'."-+%&I'10$6%1'$60#'0'&-#9<%'."-+%'K0&'"#%'$60$'+0/%'
,:'-#'+"//%#$&'$60$'&0K'0';,$,1%';"1'$6%':<-#$6'0&'0'&-$%'";' 5-0<"9,%'10$6%1'
$60#'/"#"<"9,%M''
'
P&'&%.%10<'1%&:"#5%#$&'#"$%5E'01$K"1R&'+",<5'L%'.-1$,0<'0#5'5-9-$0<'10$6%1'$60#'
&"<%<2'/0$%1-0<'0#5':62&-+0<M'B"/%'K6"'K-&6%5'$"'&%%'$%/:"1012'-#&$0<<0$-"#&'
%*:1%&&%5'0':1%;%1%#+%';"1'&6"K+0&-#9'$6%'K"1R'";'<"+0<E'2",#9'0#5'L<0+R'
01$-&$&'-#':01$-+,<01M'J"K%.%1E'$6%1%'K0&'&"/%'5-&091%%/%#$'".%1'K6%$6%1'$6%'
:<-#$6'‘should be used to display artwork from black artists’'"1'6"&$'
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‘something that reflects Bristol’s multi-cultural and diverse community and 
not focus on one race’M'G60$%.%1'K0&'%*6-L-$%5'$%/:"101-<2'"#'$6%':<-#$6E'"#%'
$6-#9'$60$'0'1%&:"#5%#$',19%5'K0&'$"'‘keep it as informal as possible to reflect 
Bristol’s creativity, rather than having a committee to plan what will go on it, 
which could make it too bureaucratic.’'' '
'
'
Future of the empty plinth: Conclusions 
'
O"&$'1%&:"#5%#$&';1"/'H1-&$"<'K-&6'$"'&%%'$6%':<-#$6'1%/0-#'-#':<0+%'-#'H1-&$"<'
+-$2'+%#$1%M'O"&$'";'0<<'1%&:"#5%#$&'_DA':%1'+%#$a'0#5'0<<'H1-&$"<'1%&:"#5%#$&'
_W=':%1'+%#$a'K0#$'0#',:50$%5':<0Q,%'$"'L%':<0+%5'L2'$6%':<-#$6M @6%2'K0#$'
$6-&'$"'";;%1'L1-%;'+"#$%*$'";'$6%'6-&$"1-+0<'&-9#-;-+0#+%'";'$6%'&-$%'$60$'%*$%#5&'
$"E'0#5'-#+<,5%&E'$6%'6-&$"12'";'$6%'$"::<-#9'-#'X,#%'(?(?M'>%&:"#5%#$&'K-&6'$"'
&%%'L1-%;'/%#$-"#'/05%'";'K6"'!"<&$"#'K0&E'K6%#'0#5'K62'$6%'&$0$,%'K0&'
%1%+$%5E'0#5'K6%#'0#5'K62'$6%'&$0$,%'K0&'1%/".%5'0#5'K6%1%'-$'-&'#"KM''
'
G-$6'$6%'055-$-"#'";'0#',:50$%5':<0Q,%E'-$'&%%/&'$60$'/"&$'K",<5'L%'60::2'$"'
R%%:'$6%'"1-9-#0<':<0Q,%&'0#5'01$K"1R'"#'$6%':<-#$6M'8"-#9'&"'K",<5'1%&:"#5'
$"';%01&'0L",$'%10&-#9'$6%':0&$'%*:1%&&%5'L2'&%.%10<'1%&:"#5%#$&M'>0$6%1'$60#'
+<%0#&-#9'$6%':<-#$6E'/"&$'K-&6';"1'-$&';,<<'6-&$"12'$"'1%/0-#'.-&-L<%'0#5'L%'
+"#$%*$,0<-&%5'L2'$6%'0++"/:0#2-#9':<0Q,%M'
'
>0$6%1'$60#'R%%:-#9'$6%':<-#$6':%1/0#%#$<2'%/:$2E'/"&$'1%&:"#5%#$&';1"/'
H1-&$"<'_A`':%1'+%#$a'K-&6'$"'&%%'-$',&%5';"1'$%/:"1012'01$K"1R&Y&+,<:$,1%&'K-$6'
W(':%1'+%#$'";'H1-&$"<'1%&:"#5%#$&'":%#'$"'$6-&'":$-"#M'@6%2'&%%'0'.-1$,%'-#'$6%'
$%/:"101-#%&&'0#5'5-.%1&-$2'";'$6%&%'055-$-"#&'$"'$6%':,L<-+'1%0</&E'0&'K%<<'0&'
$6%';0+$'$60$'$6%2'K",<5'%#$0-<':%1-"5&'";'-#$%#$-"#0<'$%/:"1012'%/:$-#%&&M'
B"/%'%*:1%&&%5'0':1%;%1%#+%';"1'&6"K+0&-#9'$6%'K"1R'";'<"+0<'01$-&$&E'
%&:%+-0<<2'2",#9%1'01$-&$&'0#5':%":<%'";'+"<",1E'K6-<%'"$6%1&'%/:60&-&%5'$6%'
-/:"1$0#+%'";'L1"05'-#+<,&-"#'";'$6%'K"1R'L2'0'.01-%$2'";'01$-&$&M''
'
i"1'&"/%'$6%1%'-&'+<%01<2'0'5%&-1%'#"K' ;"1'+<"&,1%M'@6-&',#5%1<-%&'L"$6'$6%'
$6-#R-#9'";'$6%'&/0<<'#,/L%1'K6"'K0#$'$"'&%%'$6%':<-#$6'1%/".%5E'"1'$6%'
<019%1'#,/L%1'K6"'K0#$'0'#%K':%1/0#%#$'01$K"1R'"1'&+,<:$,1%'"#'$6%':<-#$6M'
J"K%.%1E'K60$'-&'&$1-R-#9'1%05-#9'$61",96'$6%'1%&:"#&%&'0&'K%<<'0&'<""R-#9'0$'
$6%'Q,0#$-$0$-.%'1%&,<$&'-&'$60$'$6%1%'-&'0#'0::%$-$%'"#'$6%':01$'";'/"1%' ;"1'$6%'
:<-#$6'$"'L%'0'&:0+%'$60$'&$-/,<0$%&'"#9"-#9'0#5'52#0/-+'+"#.%1&0$-"#'-#'$6%'
6%01$'";'$6%'+-$2'0L",$'$6-#9&'$60$'/0$$%1'$"E'0#5'-#E'$6%'+-$2M''
$
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+#*)6:#*)$&*$)"#$)&=='6*D$&E$)"#$(),)-#!
 
 
G%'K%1%'-#$%1%&$%5'-#'$0R-#9'$6%'$%/:%10$,1%'";'$6%'+-$2'0'2%01'"#';1"/'$6%'
$"::<-#9'";'$6%'!"<&$"#'&$0$,%M'A slight majority of all respondents (56 per 
cent) felt either very positive (42 per cent) or positive (14 per cent) about the 
statue being pulled down.'This was more marked among Bristol respondents 
where 65 per cent felt either very positive (50 per cent) or positive (15 per 
cent) about the statue being pulled down.'@6%'%*+%:$-"#'$"'$6-&'+0#'L%'&%%#'
-#'$6"&%';1"/'0#',#R#"K#'<"+0$-"#'K6%1%'0'/0b"1-$2'_A3':%1'+%#$a'K%1%'%-$6%1'
.%12'#%90$-.%'_CA':%1'+%#$a'"1'#%90$-.%'_`':%1'+%#$a'0L",$'$6%'&$0$,%'L%-#9'
:,<<%5'5"K#'_&%%'i-9,1%'=3aM'4$'/02'L%'$60$'$6-&'-&'0'1%&,<$'";'$6%'0::%0<'L2'
FB0.%'",1'B$0$,%&I';"1'$6%-1'&,::"1$%1&'$"':01$-+-:0$%'-#'$6%'"#<-#%'&,1.%2M'
'
'

 
!
 
Figure 13 – sentiment on the toppling of the Colston statue: all respondents 
'
'
8-99-#9'-#$"'$6%'5%$0-<%5'5%/"910:6-+':1";-<%'";'H1-&$"<'1%&:"#5%#$&'1%.%0<%5'
$60$'5-;;%1%#+%&'-#'&%#$-/%#$'$"K015&'$6%'$"::<-#9'";'$6%'&$0$,%'K%1%'#"$'
:1-/01-<2'L0&%5'"#'5-;;%1%#+%&'-#'+<0&&'"1'%$6#-+-$2'_&%%'i-9,1%&'=C'0#5'=DaM'P<<'
5%:1-.0$-"#'5%+-<%&'";'$6%'+-$2'1%+"15'/"1%':"&-$-.%'$60#'#%90$-.%';%%<-#9&'
$"K015&'$6%'$"::<-#9'";'$6%'&$0$,%E'K-$6'$6%'<%0&$':"&-$-.%'&%#$-/%#$&';",#5'0$'
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$6%'$":'0#5'L"$$"/'5%+-<%'_AC':%1'+%#$'%-$6%1'.%12':"&-$-.%'"1':"&-$-.%'-#'5%+-<%'
"#%U'A7':%1'+%#$'%-$6%1'.%12':"&-$-.%'"1':"&-$-.%'-#'5%+-<%'$%#a'_&%%'i-9,1%'=CaM'
'
'

 
!
 
Figure 14 – sentiment on the toppling of the Colston statue: Bristol 
respondents by deprivation decile 
'
'
@6%':-+$,1%'-&'0'<-$$<%'/"1%'.01-%5'K6%#'<""R-#9'0$'$6%'&%#$-/%#$'";'
1%&:"#5%#$&'L2'%$6#-+-$2'_&%%'i-9,1%&'=A'0#5'=DaM'P&-5%';1"/'$6%'&/0<<'#,/L%1'
";' 1%&:"#&%&'_(A'0<<'0#5'=?'H1-&$"<a';1"/'$6"&%'K6"'-5%#$-;2'0&'
g2:&2Y>"/0Y41-&6'@10.%<<%1'K6"'<019%<2';%<$'.%12'#%90$-.%'_W(':%1'+%#$'0<<'0#5'
D?':%1'+%#$'H1-&$"<aE'"$6%1'%$6#-+'91",:&'&6"K%5'0'/0b"1-$2'%*:1%&&-#9'$60$'
$6%2'K%1%'%-$6%1'.%12':"&-$-.%'"1':"&-$-.%M'Results were broadly similar for 
White British (58 per cent all and 65 per cent Bristol very positive or 
positive), Asian British (61 per cent all and 62 per cent Bristol very positive or 
positive) and Black/African/ Caribbean/Black British (53 per cent all and 59 
per cent Bristol very positive or positive). @6%1%'K%1%'6-96%1'<%.%<&'";':"&-$-.%'
;%%<-#9'1%:"1$%5'L2'$6"&%'-5%#$-;2-#9'0&'G6-$%'[$6%1'_W(':%1'+%#$'0<<'0#5'WW:%1'
+%#$'H1-&$"<'.%12':"&-$-.%'"1':"&-$-.%aE'G6-$%'41-&6'_W?':%1'+%#$'0<<'0#5'W3':%1'
+%#$'H1-&$"<'.%12':"&-$-.%'"1':"&-$-.%a'0#5'/-*%5Y/,<$-'%$6#-+'_DA':%1'+%#$'0<<'
0#5'WC':%1'+%#$'H1-&$"<'.%12':"&-$-.%'"1':"&-$-.%aM'
'
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'

 
!
Figure 15 – sentiment on the toppling of the Colston statue: all respondents 
by ethnicity 
 
 

 
!
Figure 16 -'sentiment on the toppling of the Colston statue: Bristol 
respondents by ethnicity 
'
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@"'<%01#'/"1%'0L",$'H<0+RYP;1-+0#Y!01-LL%0#YH<0+R'H1-$-&6'1%&:"#&%&'$"'$6%'
$"::<-#9'";'$6%'&$0$,%E'K%'1%05'$61",96'$6%'$%*$,0<'+"//%#$&'";;%1%5'L2'3`A'
";'$6%'A=( '1%&:"#5%#$&'-#'$6-&'%$6#-+'91",: M'O0#2'K%1%'60::2'$"'&%%'$6%'
5%:01$,1%'";'0'&$0$,%'$60$'‘was hard for any black person to walk past … 
everyday.’ H,$'K%'K%1%':01$-+,<01<2'-#$%1%&$%5'-#'<%01#-#9'/"1%'0L",$'$6%'
$6-#R-#9'";'$6"&%'_3D':%1'+%#$a'K6"'K%1%'F.%12'#%90$-.%I'0L",$'$6%'&$0$,%'
L%-#9':,<<%5'5"K#M'i"1'/"&$'K6"';%<$'$6-&'K02E'$6%&%';%%<-#9&'K%1%'+<%01<2'
/"$-.0$%5'L2'$6%'/0##%1'";'$6%'$"::<-#9M'@6%'K"15&'‘vandalism’E'‘criminal’E'
‘mob rule’'0#5'‘minority’'0::%01'090-#'0#5'090-#'-#'$6%'+"//%#$&'";'
H<0+RYP;1-+0#Y!01-LL%0#YH<0+R'H1-$-&6'1%&:"#5%#$&'K6"';%%<'F.%12'#%90$-.%I'
0L",$'$6%'$"::<-#9'";'$6%'&$0$,%M'@6%';"<<"K-#9'$61%%'%*0/:<%&'01%'$2:-+0<'
+"//%#$&S'
''

‘A mob illegally removed it but there is no evidence that this was the 
wish of the citizens of Bristol. This will only encourage mob rule – if 
you don’t like something tear it down. This is a terrible precedent.’ 
 
‘It was a wanton act of vandalism. Irrespective of anyone’s beliefs, the 
law is the law and must be respected.’ 
 
‘A minority of activists went against the wishes of the people of Bristol, 
who had never voted to have it removed, took the law into their own 
hand and vandalised a piece of public property.’ 
!

@6%&%'+"//%#$&'&601%'/,+6'-#'+"//"#'K-$6'$6"&%';1"/ '5%+-<%'"#%'_/"&$'
5%:1-.%5a'0#5'5%+-<%'$%#'_<%0&$'5%:1-.%5a'K6"'%*:1%&&%5'91%0$%1',#%0&%'0L",$'
$6%'$"::<-#9'";'$6%'&$0$,%'$60#'"$6%1'5%+-<%&'_&%%'i-9,1%'=CaM'P/"#9'$6%/E'$6%'
+"//"# '1%;10-#'K0&'0';%%<-#9'$60$'-$'K0&'$6%'0+$-"#&'";'0'‘violent mob’'$60$'
K0&':1"L<%/0$-+M'O0#2'-#'$6%'/"&$'0#5'<%0&$'5%:1-.%5'5%+-<%&';%<$'$60$'$6%'
&$0$,%'Fshould have come down ages ago,’'L,$'$61",96'5%/"+10$-+':1"+%&&%&M''
'
@,1#-#9'$"'9%#5%1E'K6-<%'/"1%'";'0<<'91",:&'K%1%':"&-$-.%E'10$6%1'$60#'#%90$-.%'
0L",$'$6%'$"::<-#9'";'$6%'&$0$,%E'$6-&'K0&'/"1%'/01R%5'0/"#9'$6"&%'
-5%#$-;2-#9'0&';%/0<%'"1'"$6%1M'P+1"&&'0<<'1%&:"#5%#$&E'DDd'";'$6"&%'-5%#$-;2-#9'
0&';%/0<%'K%1%':"&-$-.%'$"K015&'$6%'&$0$,%'L%-#9'1%/".%5'_A=d'.%12':"&-$-.%'
0#5'=Ad':"&-$-.%a'+"/:01%5'$"'(Ad'%*:1%&&-#9'#%90$-.%';%%<-#9&'_=`d'.%12'
#%90$-.%'0#5'Wd'#%90$-.%aM'W(d'";'$6"&%'-5%#$-;2-#9'0&'F"$6%1I'K%1%':"&-$-.%'
$"K015&'$6%'&$0$,%'L%-#9'1%/".%5'_DDd'.%12':"&-$-.%'0#5'Dd':"&-$-.%a'
+"/:01%5'$"'(Dd'%*:1%&&-#9'#%90$-.%';%%<-#9&'_(Cd'.%12'#%90$-.%'0#5'(d'
#%90$-.%M'H2'+"#$10&$E'A?d'";'$6"&%'K6"'-5%#$-;-%5'0&'/0<%'K%1%':"&-$-.%'0L",$'
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$6%'&$0$,%'L%-#9'1%/".%5'_3Dd'.%12':"&-$-.%'0#5'=Cd':"&-$-.%a'K6-<%'C(d'
%*:1%&&%5'#%90$-.%';%%<-#9&'_3Ad'.%12'#%90$-.%'0#5'Wd'#%90$-.%aM'
'
>0$6%1'$60#'+<0&&E'%$6#-+-$2'"1'9%#5%1'L%-#9'$6%'R%2';0,<$'<-#%&'-#'5%$%1/-#-#9'
6"K':%":<%';%%<'0L",$'$6%'$"::<-#9'";'$6%'!"<&$"#'&$0$,%E'09%'-&';01'/"1%'
&-9#-;-+0#$M'@6-&'-&'$6%'+0&%'K6%#'<""R-#9'L"$6'0$'0<<'1%&:"#5%#$&'_&%%'i-9,1%'
=Wa'0&'K%<<'0&'0$'H1-&$"<'1%&:"#5%#$&'_&%%'i-9,1%'=`aM'\",#9%1':%":<%'K%1%';01'
/"1%':"&-$-.%'0L",$'$6%'&$0$,%'L%-#9':,<<%5'5"K#E'K6-<%'"<5%1':%":<%'K%1%'
/"1%'#%90$-.%'0L",$'$6%'&$0$,$%'L%-#9':,<<%5'5"K#M''
'
Over 80 per cent of 18 to 34 year old respondents in Bristol (82 per cent aged 
18 to 24; 81 per cent aged 25 to 34) were either very positive or positive 
about the toppling of the Colston statue. In contrast, around half of those 
aged 65+ were either very negative or negative about the toppling of the 
Colston statue (48 per cent aged 65 to 74; 56 per cent aged 75+). @6-&'
&,99%&$&'&-9#-;-+0#$'9%#%10$-"#0<'5-;;%1%#+%&'-#';%%<-#9'K-$6-#'$6%'+-$2'k'0&'K%<<'
0&'0+1"&&'$6%'+",#$12'k'0L",$'$6%'%.%#$&'";'X,#%'(?(?M''
'
'

 
!
 
Figure 17 – sentiment on the toppling of the Colston statue: all respondents 
by age 
'
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'
!

!
 
 
Figure 18 – sentiment on the toppling of the Colston statue: Bristol 
respondents by age 
'
'
@6%'5-&$-#+$-.%'0$$-$,5%&'";'2",#9':%":<%'$"K015&'$6%'1%/".0<'";'$6%'&$0$,%'
01%'&%%#'-#'$6%'Q,0#$-$0$-.%'50$0';1"/'"#<-#%'0#5':0:%1'&,1.%2'1%$,1#&E'L,$'
0<&"'-#'&,//012'+"//%#$&';1"/'$6%'=D'%.%#$&'$60$'K%1%'"190#-&%5'-#'$6%'
&,//%1'";'(?( ='-#'<"+0<'&+6""<&M'[.%1K6%</-#9<2E'&$,5%#$&';%<$'$60$'$6%'
$"::<-#9'";'$6%'&$0$,%'K0&'‘a sign of progress’E'$60$'-$'K0&'‘a display of justified 
anger’'9-.%#'$60$'$6%'&$0$,%'";'&"/%"#%'-#."<.%5'-#'$10#&0$<0#$-+'&<0.%12'
‘should have been removed earlier,’'0#5'%*:<0-#%5'$60$'$6%'502'K0&'‘historic’'
;"1'$6%'+-$2M''
'
@"'L%$$%1',#5%1&$0#5'$6%'1%0&"#&'K62':%":<%';%<$'%-$6%1':"&-$-.%'"1'#%90$-.%'
$"K015&'$6%'!"<&$"#'&$0$,%'L%-#9':,<<%5'5"K#E'K%'$,1#%5'$"'0#0<2&%'$6%'
K1-$$%#'1%&:"#&%&'-#'$6%'K%-96$%5'&0/:<%'";'(E=(3'H1-&$"<'1%&-5%#$&';1"/'
0+1"&&'$6%'+-$2M'@6%'L1%0R5"K#'";'$6-&'K%-96$%5'&0/:<%'L1"05<2'1%;<%+$%5'$6%'
L1%0R5"K#';"1'0<<'1%&:"#5%#$&'_AD':%1'+%#$'K%1%':1"c$"::<-#9E'3D':%1'+%#$'
K%1%'0#$-c$"::<-#9E'&%.%#':%1'+%#$'%*:<0-#%5'$60$'$6%2'K%1%':1"c1%/".0<'L,$'
0#$-c$"::<-#9'K-$6'"#<2'"#%':%1'+%#$'%*:1%&&-#9'0'/"1%'/-*%5'.-%Ka'L,$'-$'0<&"'
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-#$1"5,+%&'/"1%'#,0#+%E'%#0L<-#9',&'$"'L%$$%1',#5%1&$0#5'K60$'<02'L%6-#5'
-#5-.-5,0<'0#&K%1&M'@6%';"<<"K-#9'&6"K&'$6%'/0-#'1%0&"#&'9-.%#'L2'$6%&%'
91",:&';"1';%%<-#9'%-$6%1':"&-$-.%'_&%%'i-9,1%'=7a'"1'#%90$-.%'_&%%'i-9,1%'( ?a'
$"K015&'$6%'1%/".0<'";'$6%'&$0$,%'-#'$6%-1'K1-$$%#'+"//%#$&M'
'
'

 
!
 
!
Figure 19 – reasons given in weighted sample text comments by those Bristol 
residents pro-toppling 
'
'
@6%'#,/L%1'"#%'1%0&"#'9-.%#'L2'$6"&%'H1-&$"<'1%&-5%#$&'K6"'K%1%':"&-$-.%'
$"K015&'$6%'1%/".0<'";'$6%'&$0$,%'K0&'$6%-1'"::"&-$-"#'$"'+%<%L10$-#9'!"<&$"#'
-#'$6%'+-$2'9-.%#'6-&'1"<%'-#'$6%'%#&<0.%/%#$'";'P;1-+0#&'_3=':%1'+%#$'";'$6%'$"$0<'
&0/:<%aM'@6%'&%+"#5'/"&$'+"//"#'1%0&"#'9-.%#';"1';%%<-#9':"&-$-.%'0L",$'$6%'
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&$0$,%I&'1%/".0<'_((':%1'+%#$'";'$6%'$"$0<'&0/:<%a'K0&'$60$'$6-&'5%0<$'K-$6'0#'
-&&,%'$60$'<%90<':1"+%&&%&'605';0-<%5'$"'&"<.%'_&%%'i-9,1%'=7aM'
'

'
!
!
 
Figure 20 – reasons given in weighted sample text comments by those Bristol 
residents anti-toppling 
'
@,1#-#9'$"'$6"&%'K6"'K%1%'#%90$-.%'0L",$'$6%'1%/".0<'";'$6%'&$0$,%E'$6%'
#,/L%1'"#%'1%0&"#'9-.%#';"1';%%<-#9'$6-&'K0&'L%+0,&%'$6%'$"::<-#9'";'$6%'
&$0$,%'K0&'.-%K%5'0&'-<<%90<'_(C':%1'+%#$'";'$6%'$"$0<'&0/:<%aM'@6-&'K0&'/"1%'
&-9#-;-+0#$'$60#'+"#+%1#&'K-$6'%10&-#9'6-&$"12'_=(':%1'+%#$'0#5'W':%1'+%#$'";'
$6%'$"$0<'&0/:<%'%*:1%&&%5'0'5%&-1%'$60$'H1-&$"<'&6",<5'#"$'+60#9%',#:0<0$0L<%'
0&:%+$&'";'6-&$"12'0#5'&0K'!"<&$"#'0#5'$6%'&$0$,%'0&':01$'";'H1-&$"<I&'6-&$"12'
1%&:%+$-.%<2a'_&%%'i-9,1%'( ?aM'G60$'-&'&$1-R-#9'-#'%*:<"1-#9'$6%'1%0&"#&'9-.%#'-#'
$%*$,0<'+"//%#$&'-#'$6%'K%-96$%5'&0/:<%'";'H1-&$"<'1%&-5%#$&'-&'$60$'$6%'
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Q,%&$-"#'";'5%/"+10$-+':1"+%&&%&'-&'0'/0$$%1'";'+"#+%1#'$"'$6"&%'K6"';%%<'
:"&-$-.%'0#5'#%90$-.%'0L",$'$6%'$"::<-#9'";'$6%'&$0$,%M'@6-&'-&'0#'-&&,%'$60$'K%'
1%$,1#'$"'-#'$6%'H1-&$"<'j"-+%&'&%+$-"#'L%<"KM'
'
Sentiment on the toppling of the statue: Bristol Voices  
'
P&'$6%'1%&,<$&'5-&+,&&%5'-#'$6-&'1%:"1$'&6"KE'/"&$'K-$6-#'$6%'+-$2'&%%'$6%';,$,1%'
;"1'$6%'!"<&$"#'&$0$,%'$"'<-%'K-$6-#'$6%'/,&%,/'0#5'-/09-#%'0'#%K';,$,1%';"1'
$6%'%/:$2':<-#$6'0&'$6%'&-$%'";'0#',:50$%5E'+"#$%*$,0<-&-#9':<0Q,%'0#5'
$%/:"1012'01$K"1R&'0#5'%.%#$&M'@6%'1%+"//%#50$-"#&'K%'";;%1'0$'$6%'%#5'";'
$6%'1%:"1$';"<<"K'$6%&%';-#5-#9&M'J"K%.%1E'K60$'%/%19%&';1"/'$6%'+"//%#$&'
9-.%#'-#'1%&:"#&%'$"'$6%';-#0<'Q,%&$-"#'0L",$'6"K':%":<%'#"K';%%<'0L",$'$6%'
1%/".0<'";'$6%'&$0$,%'-&'0';01'/"1%'5-.-5%5'1%&:"#&%S'5-.-5%5':1-/01-<2'0<"#9'
<-#%&'";'$6%'09%M'@6%';0,<$'<-#%&'<-%'<%&&'01",#5'$6%'Q,%&$-"#'";'K6%$6%1'$6%'
&$0$,%'&6",<5'60.%'L%%#'1%/".%5'0#5'/,+6'/"1%'0L",$'$6%'/0##%1'";'-$&'
1%/".0<M'G6-<%'"#%'1%&:"#5%#$';%<$'$60$'‘the removal was correct, not the 
way it was done,’'0#"$6%1'%*:<0-#%5'$60$'‘the statue should have been 
removed years ago’ 0#5'&" ‘the delay in doing this meant that the direct 
action was justified.’'
'
>%05-#9'$61",96'$6%'+"//%#$&'-$'-&'&$1-R-#9'6"K';%%<-#9&'01%'+<%01<2';-#%<2'
L0<0#+%5'K-$6-#'$6%'+-$2M'i"1'%.%12'1%&:"#5%#$'K6"'K0&'60::2'$60$'‘direct 
political action accomplished what bureaucracy couldn’t,’'0#"$6%1';%<$'$60$'
‘there is a democratic process and they didn’t exhaust it. It’s unsatisfactory 
to say “We tried but nothing happened” – that’s life in the world of grown-
ups.’'i"1'%.%12'1%&:"#5%#$'K6"'5%#",#+%5'$6%'1%/".0<'0&'‘cultural 
vandalism’'0#5'‘criminal damage’',#5%1$0R%#'L2'‘a minority’'0#5'0#'‘unlawful 
mob,’ K0&'0#"$6%1'K6"'+%<%L10$%5'$6%'$"::<-#9'0&'‘an example of non-violent 
public protest that reflected the view of the majority of this city,’'0'‘brave 
thing to do’'0#5'‘a beautifully powerful act.’ >%&:"#5%#$&'K%1%'5%%:<2'
5-.-5%5'L%$K%%#'$6"&%'K6"';%<$'‘very proud that protesters from my city did 
what they did’'$"'$6"&%'K6"'&0K'-$'0&'‘a terribly embarrassing day for Bristol’M'
@6%'K"15&'‘pride’'0#5'‘shame’ %/%19%'0&'/01R%5<2'5-;;%1%#$'%/"$-"#&';%<$'L2'0'
&-9#-;-+0#$'#,/L%1'";'1%&:"#5%#$&M'W'X,#%'(?(?'K0&'&%%#'0&'%-$6%1'$6%'L%&$'";'
502&'"1'$6%'K"1&$'";'502&'-#'$6%'+-$2I&'1%+%#$':0&$M'
'
H,$'K60$'-&'0<&"'&$1-R-#9'1%05-#9'$61",96'1%&:"#&%&'-&'6"K '/0#2'%*:1%&&%5'
;%%<-#9'0'+"/:<%*'10#9%'";'%/"$-"#&M'@6%';0,<$'<-#%&'-#';%%<-#9'0#5'$6-#R-#9'
%*-&$'#"$'&-/:<2'L%$K%%#'-#5-.-5,0<&E'L,$'0<&"'K-$6-#'-#5-.-5,0<&M'P&'"#%'
1%&:"#5%#$'%*:<0-#%5S'
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'
‘Overall, I feel that removing the statue from the streets of Bristol is 
the right thing, due to his involvement in the slave trade. It’s not the 
kind of person we want to celebrate. At the same time I don’t think it’s 
the kind of person that we want to eradicate from our memory either. 
While I understand the reasons behind him being pulled down I 
fundamentally disagreed with it at the time mainly a) because it’s a 
blatant act of vandalism … b) it was in the middle of the height of the 
pandemic where people weren’t supposed to leave their houses and 
congregate, so I felt that everybody there was putting everyone else at 
risk. So I’m not feeling negative that the statue was removed, that’s 
something I fundamentally agree with, I just really disagree with the 
way the statue was removed.’  
'

@6-&'&%#&%'";'/-*%5'%/"$-"#&'K0&'&601%5'L2'0#"$6%1'K6"'51%K'5-;;%1%#$'
+"#+<,&-"#&S'
'

‘I partly disapprove of damage to property and am conscious that 
Colston was a man with family who may be upset by violence towards 
his figure or name. However, I overwhelmingly approve and celebrate 
the symbolic gesture that pulling down the statue represented in the 
fight against racism and oppression. We have moved on and as a 
Bristolian I feel proud of the fact that this happened in my city.’  
 

[#%'1%&:"#5%#$'%*:<0-#%5E'‘when there is a balance between justice and 
order, I tend to go for the former.’'P#"$6%1'1%;<%+$%5E'‘I don’t agree with 
vandalism but that statue had had its time.’'
'
>%05-#9'$6%'5%$0-<%5'+"//%#$&'0<"#9&-5%'$6%'Q,0#$-$0$-.%'1%&,<$&E'-$'-&'+<%01'
$60$'&"/%'";'$6"&%'K6"'1%+"15%5'5-;;%1%#$'0#&K%1&'$"'$6%'Q,%&$-"#'0+$,0<<2'
&601%5'/,+6'-#'+"//"#M' P#'%*0/:<%'+"/%&';1"/'$K"'05b0+%#$'1%&:"#&%&M'
@6%';-1&$E'K6"';%<$'FQ,-$%':"&-$-.%I'0L",$'$6%'&$0$,%I&'$"::<-#9E'%*:<0-#%5S''
'

‘Now it is removed I feel positive, but I disagree with the manner of its 
removal. An angry mob should not be allowed to take such decisions. It 
should have been taken down earlier by the council.’  
'

@6%'#%*$E'K6"';%<$'FQ,-$%'#%90$-.%I'0L",$'$6%'&$0$,%I&'$"::<-#9'%+6"%5'/0#2'";'
$6%&%'&%#$-/%#$&'%*:<0-#-#9'$60$S''
'



 

 53 

‘The statue and its prominent position has been controversial for some 
years. I don’t support the destruction of public property. I have a 
negative view about the manner of its removal because it would have 
been better if it could have been moved as a result of a public/more 
democratic decision rather than the manner in which it was removed. 
Now it has gone from the plinth I’m glad it’s not there and I wouldn’t 
want to see if re-instated but it’s OK in the museum.’ 
'

P&'$6%&%'%*0/:<%&'&,99%&$E'1%&:"#5%#$&'&601%5'0'+"/:<%*'/-*'";'$6",96$&'0#5'
;%%<-#9&'$60$'10#9%5';1"/'$6%':"&-$-.%'_$6%';0+$'$60$'$6%'&$0$,%'K0&'#"'<"#9%1'
$6%1%a'$"'$6%'#%90$-.%'_$6%'K02'$60$'$6%'&$0$,%'K0&'1%/".%5a'0#5'$6"&%'K6"'
+0/%'$"'5-;;%1%#$'+"#+<,&-"#&'&"/%$-/%&'605'/"1%'&601%5';%%<-#9&'-#'+"//"#'
$60#'/-96$'L%'-/09-#%5';1"/'%*0/-#-#9'$6%'Q,0#$-$0$-.%'50$0'0<"#%M''
'
B%.%10<'1%&:"#5%#$&'%*:<0-#%5'$60$'$6%-1'$6-#R-#9'0L",$'$6%'1%/".0<'";'$6%'
&$0$,%'605'+60#9%5'".%1'$-/%M'[ #%'5%&+1-L%5E''
'

‘At first I felt really negative about the statue being pulled down, as 
even though I agree it should have been removed it shouldn’t have 
been vandalised and damaged as it is still a work of art... However, 
since the removal, it has sparked a huge talk about slavery and Bristol’s 
part in it. I am glad we are now all discussing Bristol’s equally great and 
terrible history.’ 
!

P#"$6%1'1%;<%+$%5'6"K' 0;$%1'.-&-$-#9'$6%'$%/:"1012'5-&:<02E''
'

‘At first I saw it as destruction and the history it represents will be 
forgotten, but seeing it in the M Shed today it felt good. Seeing a 
statue which had such prominence laid down and graffitied can 
encourage conversations and the history of Bristol’s involvement in the 
slave trade won’t be forgotten’ 
!

[#%'%*:<0-#%5'$6%-1'b",1#%2'";'%/"$-"#&'".%1'$6%'+",1&%'";'$6%'<0&$'2%01S'
'

‘On the day, I was so upset because it highlighted the division of 
feeling. I feel that it should have been done before, in a none public 
way. However, now I have accepted it. It’s down. It’s gone.’ 

'
'
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Sentiment on toppling the statue: Conclusions  
'
@6%1%'-&'/,+6'$60$'/"&$'";',&'-#'$6%'+-$2'091%%',:"#M'O"&$'";',&'$6-#R'$60$'$6%'
L%&$':<0+%';"1'$6%'!"<&$"#'&$0$,%'-&';,<<2'+"#$%*$,0<-&%5'K-$6-#'"#%'";'$6%'+-$2I&'
/,&%,/&E'10$6%1'$60#'10-&%5',:'"#'0':<-#$6'-#'$6%'+%#$1%'";'$6%'+-$2M'O"&$'";',&'
$6-#R'$60$'$6%'%/:$2':<-#$6'&6",<5'1%/0-#E'0#5'$6%';,<<'&$"12'";'-$&'6-&$"12'
L1-%;<2'$"<5'$6%1%M'O"&$'";',&'$6-#R'$60$'$%/:"1012'01$K"1R&'0#5'%.%#$&'K-$6'
:1"910//%5':%1-"5&'";'%/:$-#%&&'K",<5'L%'$6%'/"&$';-$$-#9'$6-#9'$"'"++,:2'
$6%'%/:$2':<-#$6M'J"K%.%1E'K6-<%'$6%1%'-&'+<%01<2'/,+6'$60$'K%'091%%',:"#E'
$6%1%'-&'"#%'R%2'01%0'K6%1%'",1'.-%K&'5-;;%1S'K0&'$6%'K02'$60$'$6%'&$0$,%'K0&'
1%/".%5'b,&$-;-%5'"1'#"$T'@6-&'-&'0#'01%0'K6%1%'K%'$6-#R'5-;;%1%#$<2E'K-$6'
2",#9%1'0#5'"<5%1':%":<%'-#'$6%'+-$2'6"<5-#9'5-.%19%#$'.-%K&M''
'
[;'+ ",1&%E'$6-#R-#9'5-;;%1%#$<2'-&'#"$'0':1"L<%/E'L,$'10$6%1'&"/%$6-#9'$"'
+%<%L10$%M'P'+"1%':1-#+-:<%'";'5%/"+10+2'-&'$6%'-/:"1$0#+%'";'#"$'&-/:<2'
$"<%10$-#9E'L,$'.0<,-#9E'5-;;%1%#+%'-#'":-#-"#M'@6%'K"1<5'k'0#5'",1'+-$2'k'K",<5'
L%'0<<'$6%':""1%1'K-$6",$'5-;;%1%#+%&'-#'$6%'K02&'K%'$6-#R'0L",$'$6%':0&$E'
:1%&%#$E'0#5';,$,1%M'[#%'";'$6%'+,11%#$'O02"10<':1-"1-$-%&'-&'H1-&$"<'L%-#9'0'+-$2'
$60$'-&'+"/;"1$0L<%'K-$6'5-;;%1%#+%M'J"K%.%1E'$6%1%'01%':%160:&'<%&&'0#5'<%&&'
:<0+%&'K6%1%'K%'+0#'<-&$%#'$"E'0#5'&%%R'$"',#5%1&$0#5E'$6%'.-%K&'";'$6"&%'K6"'
$6-#R'0#5';%%<'5-;;%1%#$<2';1"/'",1&%<.%&M'@60$'0::%01&'$"'L%':01$-+,<01<2'$1,%'
K6%#'-$'+"/%&'$"'&:0+%&';"1'$6%'R-#5&'";'-#$%19%#%10$-"#0<'+"#.%1&0$-"#'$60$'
%/%19%'0&'0':1-"1-$2';1"/ '$6-&'&,1.%2M''
'
[#%'$6-#9'$60$'-&'+<%01';1"/'$6%'$6",96$&'0#5';%%<-#9&'";'$6"&%'+"#&,<$%5'-&'
$60$'$6%1%'01%'/0#2'K6"'5%&-1%'%;;%+$-.%'5%/"+10$-+':1"+%&&%&'$"'%#0L<%'
1%#%9"$-0$-"#'";'K60$'-&'1%:1%&%#$%5'-#':,L<-+'&:0+%'-#':%0+%;,<'0#5'
+"#&%#&,0<'K02&M'O0#2'%*:1%&&%5';1,&$10$-"#'"1'5-&0::"-#$/%#$'$60$'<"#9c
1,##-#9'+"#+%1#&'0L",$'$6%'0::1":1-0$%#%&&'";'60.-#9'0'&$0$,%'";'&"/%"#%'
-#."<.%5'-#'%#&<0.-#9'P;1-+0#':%":<%'-#'$6%'+%#$1%'";'$6%'+-$2'K%1%'#"$'0+$%5'
,:"#M'4$&'1%/".0<'K0&'&%%#'L2'/0#2'0&'‘long overdue’M'4#':01$E'2%01&'";'
-#0+$-"#'K%1%'0'1%&,<$'";'&$0<%/0$%'L%$K%%#'R%2'&$0R%6"<5%1&'-#'$6%'+-$2'$60$'
&"/%'1%&:"#5%#$&'K%1%'0K01%'";'0#5'+"//%#$%5'"#M'H,$E'-$'K0&'0<&"'$6%'
1%&,<$'";'$6%'<0+R'";'0#2'+<%01E'5%/"+10$-+'/%+60#-&/';"1'%#0L<-#9'$6%&%'R-#5&'
";'+60#9%&'$"'L%'5-&+,&&%5'0#5'0+$%5',:"#'K-$6'$6%'VZM'B"/%'1%&:"#5%#$&'
R#%K'$60$'$6-&'&$0$,%E'<-R%'"$6%1&E'605'L%%#'‘relocated around the city from 
time to time’M'J"K%.%1E'1%/".-#9'&$0$,%&'-&'Q,-$%'5-;;%1%#$';1"/'/".-#9'
&$0$,%&'0#5'$6%1%'-&'0'<0+R'";':1%+%5%#$';"1'6"K'$6-&'-&'5"#%M'>%05-#9'$6%'
."-+%&'";'$6"&%'K6"';%<$'/"1%'#%90$-.%'$"K015&'$"'$6%'%.%#$&'";'X,#%'(?(?E'-$'
-&'+<%01'$60$'/0#2 'K-&6%5'$60$'$6%1%'K0&'0'+<%01'5%/"+10$-+':1"+%&&M'[#%'
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1%&:"#5%#$'K6"';%<$',#60::2'0L",$'$6%'K02'$6%'&$0$,%'K0&'1%/".%5'
%*:<0-#%5'$60$'‘Bristolians should have been asked to vote and if the outcome 
was to remove, then this should have been done legally and respectfully.’!
P#"$6%1'%*:1%&&%5'0'5%&-1%'$60$'$6%'+-$2'‘decide on these issues as a whole 
community.’!!
!
@6%1%'-&'+,11%#$<2'#"'+<%01':1"+%&&'-#'$6%'+-$2E'"1'+",#$12E'$"'%#0L<%'$6-&'R-#5'";'
+"//,#-$2'5%+-&-"#'/0R-#9'$"'60::%#M'@6%'&,1.%2'-5%#$-;-%&'0'90:'$60$'
,19%#$<2'#%%5&'$"'L%';-<<%5S'K60$'60::%#&'$"'0'&$0$,%'$60$'k'0&'"#%':%1&"#':,$'
-$'k'60&'‘had its time.’'P&'"#%'1%&:"#5%#$'#"$%5E'‘the statue was removed by 
protesters because of a failure of democratic processes and disrespect of 
minority voices. The bigger picture is how do we address this?’ 
'
'
 
  



 

 56 

<#?&::#*A,)6&*($E&4$?&*(6A#4,)6&*$F9$#'#?)#A$&EE6?6,'($
 
@6%'1%&,<$&'";'$6%'FG60$I&'#%*$';"1'$6%'!"<&$"#'&$0$,%I'&,1.%2':"-#$'$"'0'
#,/L%1'";'R%2'1%+"//%#50$-"#&'1%<0$-#9'$"'$6%';,$,1%'";'$6%'&$0$,%'0#5'$6%'
%/:$2':<-#$6E'0&'K%<<'0&'&"/%'L1"05%1'-&&,%&';"1';,1$6%1'+"#&-5%10$-"#M'
'
'
Future of the Colston statue  
 
 
Recommendation 1S'G%'1%+"//%#5'$60$'$6%'!"<&$"#'&$0$,%'%#$%1&'$6%'
:%1/0#%#$'+"<<%+$-"#'";'$6%'H1-&$"<'!-$2'!",#+-<'O,&%,/&'&%1.-+%M'

'
Recommendation 2S'G%'1%+"//%#5'$60$'$6%'&$0$,%'-&':1%&%1.%5'-#'-$&'+,11%#$'
&$0$%'0#5'$6%'"::"1$,#-$2'$"'1%;<%+$'$6-&'-#'$6%'<-&$-#9'5%&+1-:$-"#'-&'%*:<"1%5'
K-$6'J-&$"1-+')#9<0#5M'
'
Recommendation 3S'G%'1%+"//%#5'$60$'$6%'&$0$,%'L%'%*6-L-$%5E'510K-#9'"#'
$6%':1-#+-:<%&'0#5':10+$-+%'";'$6%'$%/:"1012'O'B6%5'5-&:<02'K6%1%'$6%'&$0$,%'
K0&'<2-#9'6"1-]"#$0<<2M'G%'1%+"//%#5'$60$'0$$%#$-"#'-&':0-5'$"':1%&%#$-#9'$6%'
6-&$"12'-#'0'#,0#+%5E'+"#$%*$,0<-&%5'0#5'%#909-#9'K02E'-#+<,5-#9'-#;"1/0$-"#'
"#'$6%'L1"05%1'6-&$"12'";'$6%'%#&<0.%/%#$'";':%":<%'";'P;1-+0#'5%&+%#$M'!
 
 
Future of the empty plinth 
 
 
Recommendation 4S'G%'1%+"//%#5'$60$'$6%';"1/%1'!"<&$"#'&$0$,%':<-#$6E'
0<"#9'K-$6'$6%'"1-9-#0<':<0Q,%&E'1%/0-#'-#':<0+%'0#5'$60$'0'#%K':<0Q,%'-&'
-#&$0<<%5'$60$'L1-%;<2'0#5';0+$,0<<2'%*:<0-#&'K6%#'0#5'K62'$6%'&$0$,%'K0&':,$'
,:'0#5'$0R%#'5"K#M'G%'&,99%&$'$6%';"<<"K-#9'K"15-#9';"1'$6%'#%K':<0Q,%S''
'
‘On 13 November 1895, a statue of Edward Colston (1636 - 1721) was 
unveiled here celebrating him as a city benefactor. In the late twentieth and 
early twenty-first century, the celebration of Colston was increasingly 
challenged given his prominent role in the enslavement of African people. On 
7 June 2020, the statue was pulled down during Black Lives Matter protests 
and rolled into the harbour. Following consultation with the city in 2021, the 
statue entered the collections of Bristol City Council’s museums.’ 
'
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Recommendation 5S'G%'1%+"//%#5'$60$'$6%'!"#&%1.0$-"#'P1%0'!6010+$%1'
P::10-&0<'-&',:50$%5'$"'-#+<,5%'0a'$6%'%.%#$&'";'W'X,#%'(?(?E'La'$6-&':1"+%&&'";'
:,L<-+'%#909%/%#$E'0#5'+a'$6%'5%+-&-"#'$"'<"+0$%'$6%'&$0$,%'K-$6-#'H1-&$"<'!-$2'
!",#+-<'O,&%,/&' &%1.-+%M'G%'1%+"//%#5'$60$'$6%'"::"1$,#-$2'$"'1%;<%+$'$6%'
+,11%#$'&$0$%'";'$6%':<-#$6'-#'$6%'^0$-"#0<'f-&$'5%&+1-:$-"#'-&'%*:<"1%5M'

'
Recommendation 6S'G%'1%+"//%#5'$60$'$6%'+-$2'$6-#R'+1%0$-.%<2'0L",$'$6%'
%/:$2':<-#$6'0#5'-$&'-//%5-0$%'.-+-#-$2M'G%'1%+"//%#5'$60$';,#5-#9'-&'&",96$'
;1"/':,L<-+'0#5':1-.0$%'&",1+%&'$"'+"//-&&-"#'$%/:"1012'01$K"1R&'0#5'
0+$-.-$-%&M'@6%&%'/-96$'$0R%'0'5-9-$0<'"1':62&-+0<';"1/E'"#'0#5'01",#5'$6%':<-#$6M'
G%'1%+"//%#5'$60$'$K"':1-#+-:<%&'9,-5%';,$,1%',&%'";'$6%':<-#$6S''

¥! $60$'$6%1%'01%':%1-"5&'";'-#$%#$-"#0<'%/:$-#%&&'0#5':1%&%#+%U''
¥! $60$'$6-&'-&'0'&:0+%';"1'5-0<"9,%'0#5'+"#.%1&0$-"#'0L",$'$6-#9&'$60$'

/0$$%1'-#'0#5';"1'$6%'+-$2E'-#+<,5-#9'$6%'<%90+2'";'$10#&0$<0#$-+'&<0.%12M'
 
 
Broader Issues for further consideration 
'
>%;<%+$-#9'"#'$6%'1%&:"#&%&'$"'$6%';-#0<'Q,%&$-"#'0&R-#9':%":<%'6"K'$6%2';%%<'
0L",$'$6%'&$0$,%'L%-#9':,<<%5'5"K#E'$6%'&,1.%2':"-#$&'$"'$6%'#%%5';"1'$61%%'
L1"05%1'-&&,%&'$"'L%'9-.%#';,1$6%1'+"#&-5%10$-"#S''
'
'

¥! G%'&%%'$6%'#%%5';"1'0'+-$2cK-5%'+"//-$/%#$'$"'+1%0$-#9'"::"1$,#-$-%&'
;"1'2",#9%1'0#5'"<5%1'9%#%10$-"#&'$"'-#$%10+$E'&601%'%*:%1-%#+%&'0#5'
:%1&:%+$-.%&'0#5'5%.%<":'91%0$%1'%/:0$62'0#5'/,$,0<',#5%1&$0#5-#9E'
-#+<,5-#9'&601-#9'.-%K&'"#'$6%'+-$2I&':0&$E':1%&%#$'0#5';,$,1%M''

 
¥! G%'&%%'$6%'#%%5'$"'5%.%<":':1"+%&&%&'0#5':10+$-+%&E'L"$6'<"+0<<2'0#5'

#0$-"#0<<2E'$60$'%#+",109%'0+$-.%'%#909%/%#$'-#'+1%0$-#9'/"1%'
1%:1%&%#$0$-.%':,L<-+'&:0+%M'G6%#'/0R-#9'5%+-&-"#&'01",#5'+"#$%&$%5'
6%1-$09%E':,L<-+'L"5-%&'&6",<5'5%.%<":'0#5';"<<"K':1"+%&&%&'$60$'01%';0-1'
0#5'$10#&:01%#$E'-#+<,&-.%E':01$-+-:0$"12E'%.-5%#+%cL0&%5'0#5'+"//-$$%5'
$"'b,&$-+%M&'
'

¥! @6%'6-&$"12'";'$6%'+-$2I&'-#."<.%/%#$'K-$6'$6%'$10#&0$<0#$-+'%#&<0.%/%#$'
";'P;1-+0#':%":<%'-&'#"$'0#'-&&,%'$60$'+0#'"1'&6",<5'L%'+"#&-9#%5'$"'$6%'

 
#!"#$%&'$!(#)*+,-'!.,! /.00)12'!/$.-'00 '0 !-+,!1'!3.#,*! +%!4',! 5%'/&',0.,6!7+$)' 89,,)-:!;.#$,'%!+,*!<.+,,+!
4#$-&84$.=,6!>?'@)'=),(!-.,%'0%'*!0%+%#'06!A'A.$)+20!+,*!/2+-'!,+A'0B!;#)*+,-'!3.$!/#12)-!1.*)'0C6!
D,)@'$0)%E!.3!4$)0%.26!FGFH!+@+)2+12'!+%!&%%/0BII%),E#$2J-.AI*E1:$%0!
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:0&$E'L,$'10$6%1'1%/0-#&'%/L%55%5'-#':1%&%#$c502'+"#+%1#&M'B$1"#9'
;%%<-#9&'1%/0-#'"#'$6-&'$":-+E'0#5'$6%'$"::<-#9'";'$6%'!"<&$"#'&$0$,%'60&'
":%#%5'$6%'"::"1$,#-$2';"1'$6-&'6-&$"12'$"'L%'0551%&&%5',19%#$<2E'
0::1":1-0$%<2'0#5'&%#&-$-.%<2M'G%'1%+"9#-&%'$6%'<%05%1&6-:'";'$6%'f%90+2'
B$%%1-#9'g1",:'"#'$6%'Q,%&$-"#'";'6"K'H1-&$"<'/-96$'L%&$'/%/"1-0<-&%'
0#5'1%&:"#5'$"'$6%'$10#&0$<0#$-+'$10;;-+R-#9'0#5'%#&<0.%/%#$'";'P;1-+0#'
:%":<%M' '

 
 
'
'
'
'
'
'
'
'
Full Report Authors:'@-/'!"<%'_!60-1'";'FG%'01%'H1-&$"<I'J-&$"12'!"//-&&-"#a'
0#5'X"0##0'H,1+6cH1"K#'_!"c!60-1E'O%/"1-0<-&0$-"#a'K-$6')5&"#'H,1$"#E'^-9%<'
!"&$<%2E'B$%.%'N""<%E'B60K#'B"L%1&'0#5')&$%<<0'@-#+R#%<<M'
 
Recommended citation: !"<%E'@M'm'H,1+6cH1"K#E'XM'%$'0<M'(?((M'@6%'!"<&$"#'
B$0$,%S'G60$'^%*$T'FG%'01%'H1-&$"<I'J-&$"12'!"//-&&-"#'i,<<'>%:"1$M'H1-&$"<M'
'
With thanks to'P#0cO01-0'!1%$,';"1'6%<:'K-$6'1%&%01+6E'$6%'V#-.%1&-$2'"; '
H1-&$"<''0#5'VG) 'H1-&$"<';"1';,#5-#9'0#5'&,::"1$ '0#5'0<<'$6"&%'0$'H1-&$"<'!-$2'
!",#+-<'K6" '60.%'6%<:%5'K-$6'0<<'0&:%+$&'"; '$6%'5-&:<02'0#5'%#909%/%#$E'-#'
:01$-+,<01'$"'>02'H01#%$$E'P/L%1'81,+%E'B-/"# 'i%##E'X"#'i-#+6E'i-"#0 'g-</",1E'
f-&0'g10.%&E'g0-<'Z%#5%<<E'f0,1%#'O0+!01$62E'f0,1%#'O055"*E'f0,10'O01$-#E'
H0112'^"11-&E'H%+R2'N%$%1&E'i-"#0 '>,&&%<<E'X"#'B%.%1&E'X"#'@"2'0#5'i-##'G6-$%M''
@60#R&'0<&"'$"'+"<<%09,%&'-#'8%&-9#E'!"#&%1.0$-"#'m'8"+,/%#$0$-"#E')*$%1#0<'
!"//,#-+0$-"#&E '!"#&,<$0$-"#'m')#909%/%#$E'N01$-+-:0$-"#'m'!"//,#-$-%&E '
^%-96L",16""5')#909%/%#$E'8-9-$0<E'!-$2'8%&-9#E'0#5'$6%'O'B6%5'i1"#$'"; '
J",&%'$%0/&'0#5'!, 10$"1-0<'+"<<%09,%&M'
'
\", '+0#'9%$'$6-&'5"+,/%#$'-#'<019%':1-#$E'L2'%/0-<E'-#'H10-<<%E'"# '!8E'0&'0'HBf'
8j8E'-#'%0&2'1%05'K-$6':-+$,1%&'"1'-#'+"//,#-$2 '<0#9,09%&M'\", '+0#'0<&"'9%$'0'
&,//012 'K-$6':-+$,1%&M!N<%0&%'+"#$0+$'6-&$"12nL1-&$"<M9".M,R!

 
$!".$!A.$'!),3.$A+%).,!0''!%&'!K$.L'-%!M$#%&!$'/.$%!+%!&%%/0BII===J12+-:0.#%&='0%,'%=.$:J.$(I+--!


