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Positive trends: 
• Citizen engagement was driven this month by One City, WeAreBristol, The Architecture Centre, UWE Bristol, Magnet School Project, Wildscreen Festival, Voscur, Age 

UK, Bristol Housing Festival and Break the Cycle 
• The news that, through local partnerships, free school meals would be available to children in the city got strong cut through with the Mayor’s announcement 

leading this. Sentiment from local citizens appreciated the mayor “stepping up” to the challenge, despite no support from central government. This topic spiked 
when Marcus Rashford held Bristol up as example of a community rising to the challenge of food poverty 

• The mayor’s comment that “We can’t tell the full British story unless we tell the story of Black people within that story.” as well as various initiatives and 
appearances for Black History Month had cut through 

• Celebrity architect George Clarke’s visit alongside MR to the site of the proposed Lockleaze development built on the city’s affordable housing narrative. As did the 
Hope Rise housing project 

• Sharing of the news that the mayor won the Business Green Leaders Award for the politician “who has done the most to advance the cause of the green economy in 
the past year” 

• Sharing of the Mayor’s state of the city address 
• Comments on diversity and racial bias at the BBC and ITV’s Black and British programme added to positive sentiment towards the mayor’s track record and 

leadership on racial equality 

Negative trends: 
• The campaign to “save” Jubilee pool retains momentum as ”discussions” with the mayor’s office are “ongoing” in relation to its re-opening. There was some derision 

of the mayor’s comments that Bristol residents enjoy “upper quartile” access to pools 
• Driven my national and local media there was a strong reaction to a case where BCC had placed a 16 year old boy in care who was raped after fleeing his 

accommodation as he felt “at risk”. However, links which circulated on social media to BBC and Bristol Post articles are now dead 
• “Yet another fire” at the Sims recycling plant lead to complaints that pollution in Avonmouth is continually ignored by authorities with some commentary about 

why the city’s clean air plan isn’t being upheld in the area 
• Reaction to the news that planning permission has been grated for the Bedminster high rise complex brought in conversations about the mayor’s failure to meet 

manifesto targets. Within this there were complaints about the “sub-standard” quality of new social housing 
• Disillusionment at the number of public facilities which have been closed during the pandemic, with the Council’s plans for future sport in parks coming under fire. 

The potential closure of two primary ‘below capacity’ also formed part of this conversation 
• The negative narrative that the Council provides priority to cars in the city continues with some discussing the social equity of this as well as frustration that the 

council is “urging” but not “enforcing” congestion zone restrictions in the city 
• Low level generic complaints about the mayor’s inactivity and record of delivery remains with some new discussions emerging to complain about bandwagon 

jumping and taking credit for initiatives which originate elsewhere - free school meals was held up as an example of this 
• An echo chamber conversation remains about the compromised position of private financing for public initiatives and the mayor “being in the pocket of big 

business” 
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