Mayor of Bristol
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- Remove BLM statue 22%
@ citizens decide statue 20%
@ BLM statue removed 19%
@ Make artist pay 14%

0 citizen engagement 11%
@ BBC R4 interview 8%
Defending MR 6%

NEGATIVE DISCUSSION

Q!
o

)

() BLM statue removed 54%
@ Leave BLM statue 20%
@ AntiMR 7%
@ cChildren's services 7%
@ spending 6%
) Airport 2%

Citizens decide statue 2%
@ Donenothing 2%



Positive trends:

Before the decision to remove the BLM statue was made, many voices across the city were calling for it to go. There was anger that an out of town artist had
chosen to represent a moment in the city’s history without any kind of buy-in and that it was simply a PR stunt. Many were petitioning the council directly to
remove the statue. This discussion then tipped over into support for the Mayor’s decision to remove the uncommission work. It is clear from the volume and
sentiment of the discussions analysed that Bristolians do not want art works forced upon them, no matter what they claim to represent and that the council’s
action was in-step with the opinion of many people in the city.

Cut through for BCC / the Mayor’s message that citizens should decide the future of the plinth moved the narrative on and saw high engagement levels around
respective social media and communications channels.

Indignation drove a conversation that the ‘artist must pay’ for the removal and associated costs with clean up of the BLM statue. Some of this was driven by
then Mayor’s comments on taking tax payer’s funds out of essential services to cover initial costs.

Citizen engagement continues to drive positive discussions across the city, this month including, One City, Adaptive_MA / Access Sport, dealing with violence,
inclusive communities and the annual community workers event with CommDevBristol.

Seemingly a lot of Bristolians caught MR’s BBC R4 interview where he talked about race, class and inequality both in the city and as a country. People used
words like “impressed”, “unifying”, “principled”, “social change” to describe their response to hearing it.

Mixed in with the BLM debate and discussion of race which included a lot of cross-fire, abusive comments and reports of hate speech, citizens of the city are
coming out to defend the mayor. There was also support for his comments in relation to XRBristol’s confrontational demands.

Negative trends:

Inevitably there is a core of citizens who supported the BLM statue and did not want to see it removed. There was some resonance for the position that the
Council ‘tolerated the statue of a slaver for decades but acted swiftly to remove the statue of a black woman activist.” However, most of this discussion was
driven by indignation and outrage with very little evidence of a reasoned debate or argument about why the statue should remain.

There was some blow back on the Mayor’s ‘misplaced’ comments about funding for children’s services being used to take the BLM statue down.

Raised eyebrows at the statement that citizens would decide the future of the plinth linked back to a ‘similar process’ to keep the Colston statue previously.
Negativity towards the airport expansion remains although is at lower levels than in previous months. Similarly the persistent negative narrative around
spending remains with some focus on Bristol Energy as well as more generic accusations on ‘millions wasted’.
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