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Positive trends: 
• Citizen engagement was driven this month by the Rise Awards, sustainable food initiatives, #Bristol2Bordeaux, Homes for Heroes, Muller museum and 

various school visits 
• Positive reaction to the EU Commission award and the Bristol/Sweden Future Cities Summit. Linked to this discussion were regular mentions of the 

Equality Charter and the various initiatives to improve inclusivity in the city
• Sharing of, and positive engagement in, the Mayor’s vision for the Western Harbour regeneration and new homes
• Driven by response to local media reports, sharing of the City Leap announcement seeking partners to deliver a £1bn project to support the goal of 

becoming the UK’s first carbon neutral city by 2030
• The Mayor’s continued focus on the city’s ‘housing crisis’ remains a strong message, with various projects driving discussion on the issue
• Discussion surrounding Bristol Question Time provided an effective platform to debate some of the key challenges the Mayor’s team is addressing
• Engagement in the Mayor’s blog and the Facebook live Q&A continues to drive positive engagement  

Negative trends: 
• The proposals surrounding Cumberland Basin / Western Harbour continue to draw negativity – specifically the costs of replacing Plimsoll bridge and 

the perceived ‘priority’ being given to cars under the new proposals. Amongst this are regular demands for the release of the full ARUP report 
• Accusations of hypocrisy from (mostly) politically motivated groups that the Mayor tried to block support for the climate strike whilst claiming credit 

for the Climate Emergency motion
• Complaints about air quality remain generally unchanged from previous months, with frustration that the city missed the government submission 

deadline. However, there are posts from families entering the conversation about children suffering and in some cases having to move home away 
from polluted areas

• Demands that the Mayor re-consider the new dual carriageway as part of Western Harbour scheme with over 1,000 people having signed a petition 
started by the Riverside Garden Centre which is ‘under threat of closure’ if it goes ahead

• Fragmented but persistent posts claiming the Mayor has ‘delivered nothing’ during his time in office
• Claims that Bristol airport could be ‘carbon neutral’ were met with derision by green activists providing them the ammunition to campaign against the 

expansion plans
• Some cohesion about the costs of bus fares in the city often including a stat claiming prices have increased 70% since the Labour Mayor came in
• Spending complaints related to the Arena project (‘£12m costs this year’) and BCC senior management pay
• There continues to be low level griping about the lack of transparency in the current administration
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