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Positive trends: 
• Citizen engagement was driven by various visits and support for initiatives and sporting success in the city, this 

month featuring LetsrideUK, Feeding Bristol, Royal Navy, MR’s comments on equality, #ThriveBristol, the Cricket 
World Cup and Bristol Met Basketball Academy 

• The Mayor’s support to halt the potential deportation of Bristol citizen  was widely shared and 
appreciated

• Re-sharing local media coverage of the Mayor’s support for Business West’s international trade delegation to the US
• News that the Council has increased fines for environmental crime were well received, driven by a guest post from Cllr 

Steve Pearce on the Mayor’s blog
• The Mayor’s continued support to improve mental health awareness and services in the city got some traction, 

including the visit to UWE and interview on its Let’s Talk Now podcast series
• The Mayor’s position on diversity got some cut through with cohesion around how the issue is being tackled in the 

media & TV industries
• The Facebook live sessions continue to draw positive comments from citizens who appreciate the chance to connect 

directly with their Mayor
• Skemers community boxing group had a positive message for the Mayor’s support of the sport in the city and the 

benefits it has of keeping “kids off streets” 
• Some recognition of the Council’s effort to protect and invest in the city’s libraries.  



Negative trends:
• Most of the negativity around the airport expansion was re-shares of a single post from Bristol citizen 

which asked “How on earth does #bristol airport expansion square with our declaration of a 
#ClimateEmergency?” which included a short video of the recent #ClimateStrike in the city

• The issue of library closures features prominently once more, a lot of which was referring to a “confidential Labour 
party reselection statement”, in which it was claimed the Mayor had “congratulated himself for saving libraries in the 
city.”

• The campaigning around air quality rolls on, with further calls for the issue to be taken seriously by the city’s 
leadership including references to the Mayor’s previous “attack  on the NHS” in relation to the issue

• A highly negative story in the Daily Mail relating to an alleged foster care cover up by the Council was picked up and 
shared

• Negativity towards the arena location and decision process persists, being pushed especially by and 
other advocates of the city centre location, often reefing to the Mayor’s election promise to build the arena

• The council’s new investment in community hubs and self-service technology in libraries drew negative comments 
from campaigners trying to protect existing services

• Some negative response to the Mayor’s “build higher” statement with some cohesion around comments from  
, a local academic, who claims sky scrapers have a negative impact on mental health

• Rumours about secret meetings between the Mayor and developers as well as a lack of transparency within BCC 
decision-making generally

• Negativity towards council spending with some focus on education and alternative provision spending
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