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Positive trends: 
• Citizen engagement was driven by the unveiling of the Sikh Memorial Garden in Castle Park, Children's Centres (#ACEagenda), International 

Workers Memorial Day, food security initiatives, Colston Hall, Age UK support and the Nascence Project
• A post from which told Bristolians to stop blaming the Mayor and BCC for littering across the city got strong cut through 

and was widely shared
• Good traction for the Council Plan to eradicate homelessness in the city by 2027 – driven by the BBC News piece
• News that the city now has over 30% new magistrates from a BAME background was widely welcomed
• Housing continues to be a talking point across the city with the Bristol Local Plan and  #homesforheroes100 helping maintain a positive 

narrative on the issue
• The new landlord licensing policy to protect renters was reported straight from the press release by various news sites and sector specific 

blogs  
• The Mayor’s timeline for developing an inclusive clean air plan for Bristol received some cut through and gave a counter-balance to the 

negative discussion of air quality in the city. This was underscored by news that the Mayor and MP Kerry McCarthy have secured £2.5m to 
clean up Bristol's buses.

Negative trends: 
• Persistent personal complaints about the negative health effects of air quality in the city, with many people within this complaining that 

they are suffering breathing difficulties. Some cohesion around a claim that more than 300 people die each year due to the issue. Some of 
this is being driven by but much of it is organic 

• Most of the discussion of litter is fragmented and is made up of reports of overflowing bins and littering in general.  As seen before, students 
(and their landlords) are being consistently blamed for flytipping problems

• Continued posting and umbrage at the amount a former CEO received as a payout remains part of a negative narrative on council spending
• Some opposition to the new arena plans which were released being driven by advocates of a city centre venue, although within this the

Mayor’s rationale for an outside location is part of the discussion
• Persistent and often aggressive comments which claim the Mayor and BCC have “delivered nothing” since being in office 
• The plans for airport expansion continue to draw opposition, but at lower levels than before
• An attack from Conservative councillor Claire Hiscott via a piece by BBC News that Bristol Energy investment is “reckless” got some cut 

through but received little comment
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