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Positive trends: 
• Citizen engagement was driven this month by the RTS West awards, prostate cancer event for Asian Men, the Ahmadi community’s South Mead 

mother’s day market, Bristol Urban Enterprise & Innovation meeting, Bristol reading city, the Commission on Race Equality and Bristol Forum 
events

• A strong response to a post from BBC Politics which carried the Mayor’s comments on knife crime, that tackling it is not just about policing: “This is 
about public health, this is about education, it’s about housing, and what happens in the school system”

• The council’s focus on affordable housing remains a key discussion in the city, boosted this month by plans for new homes in-line with BCC 20% 
affordable threshold at Finzels Reach, Bedminster Green, Temple Quay, Castle Park View and Ashton Gate

• An interview with the Mayor in the Bristol Post post provided a positive counterpoint around the airport expansion plans
• BCC stakeholder engagement around becoming a carbon neutral city provided another positive narrative for the city’s environmental vision  
• The Mayor’s comments that there is “a sterile relationship with government” at the Futurebuild event got some cut through 
• Positivity towards the launch of the The new Local Plan consultation giving citizens the chance to say how they want to see Bristol develop
• Facebook Live and the Mayor's blog continue to provide a platform for personal engagement on the Mayor’s policy ambitions  
• Citizens posted positive comments about the speed at which the Council had dealt with Flytipping through the “report a street issue” service on the 

BCC site

Negative trends: 
• National media coverage of a “vast scandal” at the “payout” to BCC’s former CEO played into a negative narrative about spending in the city –

although most of the activity in this segment of the discussion was purely media driven
• TheBristolCable was hard flogging a story about the sale of public land, assets and property by the council which their reports claimed were used to 

fund staff cuts / redundancies at the council
• The Mayor’s comments on air quality in the city and the contribution to the problem by the health services was twisted by some into an “attack on 

the NHS” 
• Persistent complaints about the Mayor’s failure to deliver on plans and pledges remains fragmented
• The discussion and frustration about air quality in the city shows no sign of abating. With some claiming the Mayor “refuses” to address the issue
• As with February’s analysis the airport expansion plans have given environmental campaigners a cause to rally against, although their impact was 

much lower this month
• Missing the government’s deadline for a clean air plan is stuck in the collective memory of some citizens
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