Bristol City Office

Bristol
and Brexit
An initial response to
government from the
Bristol Brexit Response Group

Responding to a historic vote
On Thursday 23 June 2016 the UK voted to leave the
European Union in a nationwide referendum.
Whilst nationally 52% of voters opted to leave the EU,
in Bristol there was a 61.73% vote to remain.
The day after the referendum, Bristol’s Mayor, Marvin Rees, set up a
Bristol Brexit Response Group to better understand the impacts of
leaving the EU on our city, and to ensure that Bristol can continue
to attract global investment and opportunities for our citizens and
businesses. This response sets out the issues and highlights the city’s
desire to work with government and the other Core Cities to inform
the national response.

Funding
We are asking government to:
LL

Clarify the post-Brexit funding environment and ensure there will be access to
EU international cooperation projects and local growth and skills funds

LL

Use funding changes required by Brexit to rethink and tailor funding support
to specific sectors, development needs and societal challenges in the city

LL

Involve Bristol in the details of funding allocations and mechanisms at the
appropriate time in negotiations

Why?
Bristol and the region has benefited from significant European funding.
The West of England European Structural and Investment Funds (ESIF)
programme has funded nationally significant projects such as the National
Composite Centre and Education Unlimited.
Bristol City Council received £22m of EU funding from 2005–2015. The city’s two
universities receive over £20m a year from EU sources and the European Investment
Bank has enabled innovative projects such as Bristol Energy, our local energy
production and distribution company.
Bristol is analysing what funding is essential to the service delivery of the city council,
businesses, academia and the community and voluntary sector, to better understand
what reliance our city has on varied funding streams and mechanisms.
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Businesses
We are asking government to:
LL

Include specific interventions to support our key business sectors in negotiations

LL

Guarantee current residency rights for existing EU citizens in the UK to retain
talent. Ensure future immigration arrangements do not exacerbate important
local skills shortages

LL

Set out clear mechanisms for local businesses to channel
their interests into future trade negotiations with the EU and globally

LL

Prioritise continued access to the EU single market

Why?
The Bristol city region has the most productive economy outside of London with
strong potential in the region for digital and technology businesses, aerospace and
defence, financial and professional, creative, low carbon and nuclear sectors. Bristol
is a net importer of skilled labour and has skills shortages in key sectors such as
advanced manufacturing.
Any deterioration of market access could damage economies of scale for local
companies, reducing the incentives to invest, and reducing competition and productivity.

Legislation and policy
We are asking government to:
LL

Investigate which areas of law and policy are based on EU regulations or
decisions, and identify areas of risk

LL

Minimise disruption to existing legal frameworks, and seek to retain existing
EU law in most cases

Why?
Some areas of law and policy have been positively influenced by EU membership.
Competition law experts are often EU-based, and economic and social rights for
women are built into organisations through EU policy.

Devolution
We are asking government to:
LL

Consider new structures of working locally and regionally that are
complementary and not counter-productive to the devolution deals
supporting local decision-making and tailored funding

Why?
Bristol has recently agreed a devolution deal that has the potential to
unlock a billion pounds of funding across crucial areas such as housing,
transport and skills.
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It brings decision-making powers, on issues that were previously held in Westminster,
closer to local communities here in Bristol.
Through the devolution process, we have an opportunity to prioritise schemes
that will maximise sustainable economic growth, and we can now offer central
government a structure through which this is possible – the Mayoral Combined
Authority and the Single Investment Fund. In return we will need the government to
be mindful of this structure and process when considering the future.

Communities
We are asking government for:
LL

Regular and clear communication from central government to local government
addressing the potential concerns of Leave and Remain voters, as well as EU
migrants living in the city

Why?
Bristol is a City of Sanctuary, a diverse city that has residents from countries
across the EU and beyond, who collectively speak over 90 languages.
The city’s businesses and universities attract many international employees and
students who benefit the city in many ways. As in other UK cities, in the days and
weeks after the referendum, Bristol experienced an increase in reported hate crimes.
Bristol is continuing to work with communities to better understand the issues and
is putting a multi-agency communications plan in place. This will need to be well
informed and timely, drawing on regular updates from a national perspective.

Message from Marvin Rees,
Mayor of Bristol
“This is an initial city response to Brexit that has involved
representatives from the business, voluntary, community,
education sectors and the city council. As a diverse city with the
fastest growing economy outside of London, Bristol has a lot to
contribute and a lot to feel positive about for the future. I would
like to call on government to work with Bristol and the other
Core Cities to find solutions to keep Bristol moving forward.
Together we must make sure that all our citizens benefit from
any opportunities and are best-protected from any negative
impacts that follow.”
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