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SECTION 1

	What hazards 
are present or may be 

generated? 


	What is the potential severity of harm?  
	What is the likelihood of harm occurring?


	What is The

 risk rating 

	What precautions are needed to either eliminate or reduce the risk of an accident happening? 


	Revised potential severity of harm?  


	Revised likelihood of harm occurring?


	Revised
 risk rating 


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


RISK RATING MATRIX
(Notes To Aid Completion Of The Risk Assessment Format) 
Table 1
	Potential Severity of Harm
	Meaning
	Likelihood of Harm
	Meaning

	Fatal/Major Injury 

Serious Injury

Minor Injury


	Death, major injuries or ill health causing long-term disability/absence from work.

Injuries or ill health causing short-term disability/absence from work (over three days)

Injuries or ill health causing no significant long-term effects and no significant absence from work
	High Likelihood

Possible

Improbable
	Occurs repeatedly / event only to be expected

Moderate chance/could occur sometimes

So unlikely that probability is close to zero


Table 2

	Risk Rating - Degree of Injury by Likelihood/Probability

	
	High Likelihood
	Possible
	Improbable

	Fatal/Major Injury
	Very High Risk
	High Risk
	Medium Risk

	Serious Injury
	High Risk
	Medium Risk
	Low Risk

	Minor Injury
	Medium Risk
	Low Risk
	No Significant Risk


Table 3
	Action Required : Key To Ranking

	High or Very High Risk
	STOP ACTIVITY! Action MUST be taken as soon as possible to reduce the risks and before activity is allowed to continue. 

	Medium Risk
	Implement all additional precautions that are not unreasonably costly or troublesome.



	Low Risk
	Implement any additional precautions that are not unreasonably costly or troublesome.



	No Significant Risk
	The risk is no more than is to be encountered in normal every day life.





