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Waste management

Bristol City Council has a statutory duty to collect 
domestic waste, which is undertaken by Bristol 
Waste. All waste storage facilities (including 
commercial properties) are expected to meet 
minimum standards, as are set out within Waste 
and Recycling Storage and Collection Facilities 
– Guidance for Developers of Residential, 
Commercial and Mixed-Use Properties

If having read the guidance you have any specific 
queries please email:  
BWCplanning@bristolwastecompany.co.uk

The following summarises some design principles 
to ensure that developments can be accessed 
and serviced effectively, whilst being sensitively 
designed so the requirements of larger vehicles do 
not dominate the layout. Please refer to the Waste 
Guidance for more detailed information.

Access for Refuse vehicles 

	● New developments are expected to incorporate 
adequate provision for easy access by refuse 
collection vehicles (RCVs). Where there is no 
through route, turning facilities for a 11.4m long 
vehicle will be required, demonstrated through 
swept path analysis. RCVs should not be expected 
to reverse further than 12m for safety reasons 

	● Bristol Waste RCVs will access adopted roads for 
waste collection.

	● If a development is not proposed to be adopted, 
and it is intended that waste storage facilities 
are accessed from the internal access roads and 
private space, Bristol Waste will not undertake 
this without the developers signing an indemnity 

agreement. If they are not willing to do this or 
the roads and / or access do not meet minimum 
standards (such as where they are too narrow) 
then a collection point must be provided adjacent 
to the adopted highway. This must not obstruct 
movement or impede visibility.  

	● Any structure under which an RCV has to operate 
must provide a minimum clearance of 4m or 
5.15m, where toploader RCVs will be present.

	● The working length of an RCV including the bin 
and area required for the operative is 15m.

	● Where blocks of flats have mini recycling centres, 
side loading vehicles called toploaders will be 
used. They require a minimum working area of 
12m long x 5.2m wide and cannot operate on 
one-way gyratory systems.

	● The emptying position should be relatively 
flat and level. Dropped kerbs are required to 
help crews move four wheeled bins onto the 
carriageway for collection.

Fig 1:  Design Vehicle – Large Refuse Collection 
Vehicle (RCV)

Large refuse vehicle (4 axle)
Overall length   11.347m
Overall width   2.500m
Overall body height  3.751m
Min body ground clearance 0.304m
Track width   2.500m
Lock to lock time  6 seconds
Wall to wall turning radius 11.330m

11.347m

1.82m 1.75m 3.352m 1.395m
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Commercial developments will need to 
demonstrate that their waste can be safely stored 
within their site, and collected without detrimental 
impact on the highway network.  Waste from 
commercial developments are not be left on the 
highway at any time.

Access for residents and 
business users

	● Residents should not be expected to carry/wheel 
their waste further than 30m from their homes 
to a storage or collection point.

	● Routes and pathways for occupants to gain access 
to and use storage areas should achieve the same 
standards of width, gradient and lighting as for 
refuse collectors.

Access for refuse collectors

	● The collection point should be at the front of the 
property where practically possible.

	● From the collection point to the RCV operatives 
will not:

	● Push/pull four wheeled bins (600ltr & 1,100ltr) 
more than 5m.

	● Carry bagged refuse more than 10m.

	● Push/pull a wheelie bin more than 15m. 

	● Access paths should not be less than 1.5m 
wide, free from kerbs/steps, relatively level, 
excluding difficult turns/bends especially on 
slopes, constructed from a non-slip surface with 
sufficient natural or artificial light. Dropped kerbs 
(maximum 6mm upstand) must be provided 
where large bins are to be emptied from the 
carriageway level.

Design of waste stores

	● Public footways/footpaths or roads must not be 
impeded or used as a storage area for containers 
or bags. 

	● Refuse containers such as wheelie bins / recycling 
bags must not be left out on the footway apart 
from on the day of collection and be taken in as 
soon after they have been emptied as possible.  
Larger bins or large numbers of waste containers 
massed together must not be left on the highway 
at any time. 

	● All bins/boxes should be contained within a 
dedicated suitably screened/secure/ventilated 
area that prevents access by scavenging pests or 
third parties. 

	● Waste stores should not be used to 
accommodate cycle parking.

	● Storage should not require waste to be brought 
through the dwelling (i.e. no rear storage without 
sufficient independent access to rear gardens)

	● Bin stores should have 1.5m wide doors, which 
must not open outwards onto the adopted 
highway.

	● In mixed use developments commercial waste 
should be stored separately from residential 
waste

Guidance on the provision for the number and size 
of waste containers and size of storage areas can be 
found in the Waste Guidance.

Fig 2:  Recycling collection (photo: Bristol Waste)


	Waste management
	Access for Refuse vehicles  
	Access for residents and business users 
	Access for refuse collectors 
	Design of waste stores 




Accessibility Report


		Filename: 

		03-6-1 Waste management Oct 2022.pdf




		Report created by: 

		brcxja4

		Organization: 

		




 [Personal and organization information from the Preferences > Identity dialog.]


Summary


The checker found no problems in this document.


		Needs manual check: 1

		Passed manually: 1

		Failed manually: 0

		Skipped: 2

		Passed: 28

		Failed: 0




Detailed Report


		Document



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set

		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF

		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF

		Logical Reading Order		Passed manually		Document structure provides a logical reading order

		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified

		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar

		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents

		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast

		Page Content



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged

		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged

		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order

		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided

		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged

		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker

		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts

		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses

		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive

		Forms



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged

		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description

		Alternate Text



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text

		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read

		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content

		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation

		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text

		Tables



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot

		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR

		Headers		Skipped		Tables should have headers

		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column

		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary

		Lists



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L

		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI

		Headings



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting






Back to Top
