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Bristol Parks and Green Spaces Volunteer Programme

Date: September 2026
	Identify relevant activity risk assessments on your site risk assessment. Hazards to be reassessed before an activity take place.



	Hazard
	Possible Outcome
	Who is at risk?
	Control measure
	Risk rating
	Person responsible

	Broken glass, sharp/ rusty edges
	Cuts and infection
	Volunteers and public

	Use litter pickers to pick up rubbish – do not use your hands. Broken glass can be collected in a bucket by one designated person or put into a plastic bottle or other waste item before adding to rubbish bag.  Group lead to use flag or other identification to highlight glass or sharps that should be left and not picked up. 
	Low
	Designated health and safety lead on H&S plan

	Hypodermic needle 

	Hypodermic needle is found and possible associated injury

	Vols 
and public

	A visual survey of each work area should be carried out before work commences. One designated H&S person should collect singular needles using a litter picker and a sharps box they know how to use safely. If there are multiple needles avoid area and report via 0117 9222100 (Mon-Fri 08:30-18:00) or 0117 9222050 out of hours, or on: https://www.bristol.gov.uk/reportparkproblem with what3Word location. If a needle pricks anyone, take needle with them to hospital.
	M
	Health and safety lead 

	Biohazards and hazardous contaminated materials 
(feaces, used condoms; gas bottles; batteries; pesticides)

	Cuts, injury, illness
Health hazards such as skin irritation
Toxocara Canis – dog poo
	Vols and public

	Wear sturdy shoes. Use a litter picker. Instruct volunteers not to touch dog poo – can use a shovel. Seek medical attention if exposed to pesticides, insecticides, or other chemicals – record any label details.
Thoroughly wash cuts or abrasions as soon as possible
Thoroughly wash your hands upon completion of the litter pick. Seek medical attention where appropriate
Not sure what it is - Don’t touch it
Do not approach or remove any potentially hazardous waste and report to the Council for disposal. Potentially hazardous objects - report to Bristol City Council on 0117 9222100 (Monday – Friday 8:30-18:00), 0117 9222050 out of hours. Or online https://www.bristol.gov.uk/reportparkproblem
	M
	Health and safety lead 

	Asbestos
	Life limiting health issues - Inhalation of asbestos fibres leading to lung conditions
	Vols & public

	If items are found which may be asbestos do not touch or move. Leave the item/s. Record exact location using What3Words location. Take a photo if you can. Report it to the Council via the online reporting form “Fix My Street”: FixMyStreet (bristol.gov.uk). A specialist company will dispose
	M
	Health and safety lead 

	Handling of material

	Possibility of infection. Back injury / general injury / strain / fatigue

	Vols

	Use gloves to carry rubbish bags. Only use hands to clear larger objects if the object can’t be picked up with a tool and you are confident with size / weight. Visually inspect the object and area for hypodermic needles and other attached objects that might make removal riskier. Protective gloves must be worn if not using litter pickers. Use stick or litter picker to check piles of litter. Provide hand sanitiser. Refer to GENERAL and MANUAL HANDLING risk assessments
	L

	Health and safety lead 

	Storage and collection of collected material
	Material may create trip hazard or obstruct pathways. Material / waste bags left overnight or in wrong location for pick up could be disturbed and create a hazard 

	Vols & public
	Collect and pile material in designated areas away from footpath and access. Rubbish bags left in agreed location for pickup with minimum delay possible. A quick pickup will reduce issues linked to wild animals, dogs, anti-social behaviour. Leave Bristol Waste rubbish bags outside your Park/green space to be collected by Bristol Waste crews. If you have an arrangement with Parks leave rubbish within the park at agreed place. Full Sharps boxes should be sealed. Take to Seamills when full or arrange collection through BCC: Clinical household waste including sharps 
	L
	Health and safety lead 
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