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Bristol Parks and Green Spaces Volunteer Programme

Activity: Working in or near Water (within 0.5 m of bank edge)
Prepared by: Bristol Parks and Green Spaces                  
Date: May 2025 
This risk assessment is limited to work adjacent to or in water below welly height with a flow less than one mile an hour. Activities include habitat management, litter clearance and wildlife surveys within or adjacent to ponds and ditches, and slower moving rivers and streams.

If this risk assessment is relevant to your work session it must be identified on your site risk assessment. These hazards must be reassessed before an activity take place.

Required equipment: throwline, hand sanitiser/hand washing facilities, waterproof gloves (if working in direct contact with water) 
· Visually survey an area before working in or nearby water. Identify at least 2 safer exits from the water body. 
· Do not work within 10 metres upstream of weirs or waterfalls, or 5 metres downstream of a weir or waterfall.
· We will not authorise volunteers working in fast flowing water (faster flow = more than 1 mile per hour or a stick travelling 5 metres in 10 seconds). 
· We will not authorise work in water over welly boot height.
· Volunteers must not enter water or work closer than 0.5 metres to water edge if they cannot swim.
· Volunteer groups working in or within 0.5 metres of water must work in pairs as a minimum.
A throwline should be carried by someone on land who remains over 0.5 metres from the edge of the waterbody. If someone needs rescuing from a waterbody, throw safe line and call 999 at first opportunity.
	Hazard
	Possible outcome
	People at risk
	Risk level
after control
	
Control measures
	Who responsible

	Flowing water
	Fast or deep flow can cause loss of footing and consequent immersion in water.

	Volunteers
	Medium
	Do not work within 0.5 metres of any watercourse with a flow of over 1 mile per hour (below average walking pace / stick travelling 5 metres in 10 seconds).  Never work in or near to a watercourse after a period of heavy rain, in flood/spate conditions, or during a weather warning. 
Working in areas of deeper flowing water above wellington boot height is not permitted as a volunteer activity. 
	H&S Person on Health and Safety Plan

	Depth of water
	Water filling up boots leading to difficulty moving and losing footing
	Volunteers
	Medium
	Identify two safer locations to enter and exit.  Use stick to measure water and check the ground conditions of the waterbody before entering. 
Do not work in water (streams, rivers) deeper than wellington boot height. 
	H&S Person 
 

	Steep banks
	Streamside banks can be deceptively steep and obscured by vegetation – this could lead to slips, trips and falls, potentially into water
	
Volunteers
	
Medium
	Stand at least 0.5 metres away from the edge of any steep bank to survey for risks before starting work. Use binoculars to conduct surveys, if possible, to stay a safer distance away from water edge. 

Carry out survey work on flat, stable, shallow banks. Know where the bank edge is by flattening vegetation first with a stick or pole. If surface is slippery, steep, or overgrown, stop work or work elsewhere. Wear appropriate footwear. If entering the water, identify a suitable location where there is safe access / egress.

	H&S Person


	Contact with water
	Possibility of infection.  All watercourses must be presumed to carry infectious diseases e.g., Weil’s disease. 

	Volunteers
	Low
	Existing and new wounds must be properly dressed before work commences. Carry hand sanitiser. Wash hands thoroughly with soap and water at the end of the survey and before eating or touching face. Waterproof gloves should be worn when working in direct contact with water.
Seek medical advice if feeling unwell after survey.
Be aware of the symptoms of Weil’s disease especially after periods of drought followed by heavy rain – further information can be found here:
 Leptospirosis (Weil's disease) - NHS (www.nhs.uk)
	H&S Person 


	Getting wet and cold
	Cold stress, discomfort, hypothermia, chilblains
	Volunteer working in water
	Medium
	Exit the water before you start to feel cold – on exiting, change wet clothes, add layers of clothing and keep active to increase blood flow. Take a hot drink, towel and spare change of clothes. 

	 H&S Person

	Ground conditions including hidden hazards, or slippery and unstable surface below water. 
	Waterbodies can be very slippy, have hidden holes, loose stones, soft ground, or other hidden hazards such as litter. 
	Volunteers
	Medium
	Use stick or pole to check surface before entering water. If surface is too slippery or soft, then stop work or work elsewhere.

Appropriate protective footwear should be worn. 

	H&S Person 


	Ineffective safety equipment 
	Safety equipment including throwlines could be damaged or faulty. Inexperienced volunteers may use safety equipment incorrectly. 
	Volunteers
	Low
	All equipment should be inspected before and after use. If any damage or faults are noted, the equipment must not be used and must be reported to BCC.  If any damage is noted, cancel task.
Anyone carrying a throwline should be confident in how to use it in an emergency. If throwline is used, it should be washed, dried and stored appropriately for next use. 
	 H&S Person

	Pollution in water 
	Risk of allergic reaction, or poisoning.
	Volunteers 
	Low 
	Do not enter water if there is suspected pollution. Report pollution incidents to Environment Agency incident hotline: 0800 80 70 60.
	 H&S Person

	Invasive or dangerous species 
	Risk of cuts, stings, allergic reaction, or poisoning.

Risk of spreading invasive species, diseases or parasites to other sites.

	Volunteers
	Medium 
	Be aware of blue-green algae or toxic plants such as giant hogweed. Do not enter water if blue-green algae is thought to be present, and report to Bristol City Council.
Wear trousers and long-sleeved clothing. Wear suitable gloves if touching any plants. Wash hands thoroughly with soap and water at the end of the survey and before eating or touching face.
Clean all equipment before and after use and before leaving site. Use the ‘Check, Clean Dry’ approach: Check Clean Dry » NNSS (nonnativespecies.org). 
	H&S Person

	Disturbance to wild animals, including nesting birds. 
	Disturbance to wildlife from noise, lighting or vibrations, causing an animal to leave a nest / roost or resting area.
	Volunteers
	Low 
	Volunteers should check survey area before starting any activities. Wildlife should only be approached or handled if this is the purpose of the survey, and the volunteer has suitable training/experience (or licensing if required).  Otherwise, volunteers should maintain a suitable distance away from wildlife. Consider stopping the activity or working elsewhere if required. Make sure equipment or arisings e.g. from vegetation clearance do not block or damage animal burrows, pathways, nests or resting areas.
	H&S Person
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