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Bristol City Council Examination note – Policy H7 PBSA 
information 

This note has been prepared by Bristol City Council as part of the examination 
of the Bristol Local Plan in response to the Inspectors’ document IN8: Action 
Points Matter 5-16 (Weeks 3-5). 

This note addresses the following specific action points required by the 
Inspectors for the council to provide: 

 

Policy H7: Managing the development of purpose-built student 
accommodation 

The Council should confirm whether any of the areas of growth and 
regeneration have already met their bedspace totals through planning 
permissions and/or completions, and in other areas, whether there has 
been any additional provision since the date of the Topic Paper. 

The Bristol Temple Quarter and St. Philip’s Marsh area of growth and 
regeneration has exceeded its bed space total (4,600). A total of 4,643 bed 
spaces have planning permission on 9 sites. The Bristol Shopping Quarter 
(Broadmead) area of growth and regeneration has met its bed space total 
(750). A total of 750 bed spaces have planning permission, subject to the 
signing of a section 106 planning agreement, on 1 site. 

In areas outside of areas of growth and regeneration an additional 7 sites 
have gained planning permission (at April 2025) since the last review of 
student accommodation undertaken for the Topic Paper (at January 2024). 
These permissions provide for around 1,400 additional bed spaces. Of the 12 
sites that had planning permission in January 2024 outside of areas of growth 
and regeneration 3 sites have now been completed providing for around 300 
bed spaces. 

The current total number of completed bedspaces citywide is around 17,600 
(at April 2025). In addition, around 8,200 bed spaces have planning 
permission and around 2,400 bed spaces are pending a decision (at April 
2025). An update of the map included in the Topic Paper is provided at 
Appendix A. 
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Appendix A: Student Accommodation 
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