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Appendix 3 
Ofsted’s email dated 17 February 2026 



RE: Re: Enquiry about Ofsted site security requirements for playing fields
1 message

Ofsted Enquiries <enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk> 17 February 2026 at 10:21
Reply-To: Ofsted Enquiries <enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk>
To: 

Dear Ms Powell
 
Thank you for your further email of 9 February 2026.
 
As the regulator for schools in England, it is the Department for Education (DfE) that is
responsible for legislation relating to education, including the legal obligations of education
providers, and for setting statutory and non-statutory requirements and policies for schools.
The DfE’s published School and college security guidance is to help schools and colleges
manage their security effectively so they can meet their obligations.
 
The DfE’s Keeping children safe in education: statutory guidance and the Working together to
safeguard children: statutory guidance set out the legal duties that schools must follow to
safeguard and promote the welfare of children in schools.
 
Ofsted’s role as an inspectorate is to ensure that organisations providing education, training
and care services in England do so to a high standard for children and learners of all ages, and
report on the findings accordingly. We do not set policies for schools. Our safeguarding
expectations are those that the DfE has set out in their guidance. We have no additional or
separate expectations of schools with respect to taking any specific steps regarding site
security.
 
The DfE will be best placed to respond to your enquiry about site security and safeguarding
and can be contacted directly via Contact the DfE.

 

Regards,

Ofsted ARC - Contact and Administration Team

E-mail: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
Website: www.gov.uk/ofsted
Ofsted on Twitter at: http://twitter.com/ofstednews

Ofsted Blogs: blog.gov.uk

  

If your contact details change, please email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk with your new details.
Please note: If you are a provider and are contacting the general helpline, please have your

02/08/2026, 14:53 Gmail - RE: Re: Enquiry about Ofsted site security requirements for playing fields

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/1/?ik=8359e78858&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f:1857367491685584203%7Cmsg-f:1857367491685584203&simpl… 1/2



Unique Reference Number (URN) to hand.

The new EYFS framework can be found here:

Early years foundation stage (EYFS) statutory framework - GOV.UK

 

Providers are responsible for ensuring they follow the current version of the framework for their
provider type.

Have you given your views on your child’s school? http://www.parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/

The information in this email and any files transmitted with it may be of a confidential nature
and is intended solely for the addressees. If you are not the intended recipient, any disclosure,
copying or distribution by you is prohibited and may be unlawful.

 

Details of how Ofsted use information can be found in our Privacy Notice.

02/08/2026, 14:53 Gmail - RE: Re: Enquiry about Ofsted site security requirements for playing fields

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/1/?ik=8359e78858&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f:1857367491685584203%7Cmsg-f:1857367491685584203&simpl… 2/2



Appendix 4 
Examples of PRoW across other schools 



Ashton Park School, Bristol 

 

 

Screenshot from Pinpoint (BCC online version of Definitive Map) showing the public 
right of way across the school playing field: 

 



View standing on the public right of way (26 October 2025) 

 

 

View of playing fields (then laid out as rugby pitches) from the right of way 

  



Access from Ashton Court on the other side of the playing fields 

 

 

Ofsted report: https://files.ofsted.gov.uk/v1/file/50204814 

‘The arrangements for safeguarding are effective. There is a strong culture of 
safeguarding at Ashton Park School.’ 



The Cotswold School, Bourton-on-the-Water 

 

 

Screenshot from Gloucestershire Council’s GCC PROW (online version of Definitive 
Map) showing public right of way across the school playing field shown in pink 

 



View standing on the public right of way (8 February 2026)

 

View from same location across sports pitches to the school buildings 

 



And in the other direction, the school’s cross-country running route which crosses the 
right of way in two places. 

 

 

Ofsted report: https://files.ofsted.gov.uk/v1/file/50274539 

‘The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.’ 





 

 

The Collegiate School’s most recent inspection report stated:  

‘There is a secure culture of safeguarding throughout the school.’ 

and: 

‘The extent to which the School meets Standards relating to safeguarding:  

All the relevant Standards are met.’ 

 

The report can be found at: https://www.collegiate.org.uk/docs/imported/ISI-Reports/-i1.pdf 





Photographs taken 29 July 2026 showing low fencing next to public footpath; gates were 
not locked (simple latch to open) 

 

 

 

The most recent inspection report for QEH stated: 

‘The extent to which the school meets Standards relating to safeguarding: 
All the relevant Standards are met.’ 

The inspection report can be found here: https://qehbristol.co.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2026/01/QEH-ISI-Report-Final-January-2026.pdf 



Harrow School, London Borough of Harrow 

 

 

Public rights of way shown in purple (extract from London Borough of Harrow Definitive Map) 

 



Definitive map extract superimposed on Google aerial image showing public right of way going 
through school grounds, directly between two football pitches and continuing across the 
playing fields: 

 

Harrow School’s most recent inspection report stated:  

‘8. School leaders… ensure suitable upkeep of buildings and grounds and that practices to 
promote the health and welfare of pupils are robust and effective.’ 

‘17. The school covers an extensive site with a wide range of facilities. Leaders ensure that 
these are maintained to a high standard with due consideration for safety and security.’ 

‘34. Leaders are diligent in their implementation of health and safety procedures in the 
school… As a result, the school is a secure and well-maintained environment.’ 

‘44. Suitable arrangements are in place to safeguard and promote the welfare of pupils and the 
safeguarding policy is effectively implemented.’ 

and: 

‘The extent to which the school meets Standards relating to safeguarding:  
All the relevant Standards are met.’ 
 

The report can be found at: 
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1711129457/harrowschoolorguk/tvfppvhvtawfmguicib
y/ISIReport-March2024.pdf  



Appendix 5 
Aerial Photograph dated 31 March 1955 





Appendix 6 
Photographs of Point A 



Photographs of Point A access taken on 29 July 2026 

 

 

 

 

View from pavement showing 
‘cut’ end of stone boundary 
wall on left and cross-braced 
end of concrete and wire fence 
on right 

General view from pavement 
showing gap (partly obscured 
by telecoms box), step down 
and track into field. 



 

 

 

 

View showing gap in stone 
boundary wall is now 
significantly greater than 
shown in 1955 aerial image and 
on 1957 map (ending on left 
behind another telecoms box) 
and a tarmac pavement passes 
through the gap.  

Access point A is on the right in 
the middle of the photo. 

View from the field side of point 
A showing the (cross-braced) 
end post of the concrete and 
wire fencing is embedded in 
concrete which also formed a 
roughly triangular step down 
from the edged pavement to 
the level of the field. The step is 
broken (see the straight-edged 
missing piece close by) but this 
was clearly designed as an 
access point, not ‘to prevent 
access and egress’ as claimed 
by the Objector. 



Appendix 7 
Aerial Photos from 1946 and 1955 - Red 

Route 



Aerial photos of Stoke Lodge from Historic England 

1946 (estate in private ownership) 

Route across field uses carriage drive, exiting at the side (to the north) of 1 Lodge Cottage. 

 

  

https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/archive/collections/aerial-
photos/record/raf_cpe_uk_1869_rs_4040  



1955 (following purchase by Bristol City Council) 

The Central School Kitchen has been built and the carriage drive has been grassed over. The 
aerial photo shows a track across the grass now exiting to West Dene at the side (to the east) of 
2 Lodge Cottage. 

  
 

https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/archive/collections/aerial-
photos/record/raf_540_1576_f21_0084 

 

 



Appendix 8 
Aerial Views and Information - Point C 



Aerial photos of Point C from Google Earth 

31 December 1999 (no gates – circled) 

 

 

31 December 2003 (no gates – circled) 

 

 

  



14 April 2007, showing gates have been installed (circled): 

 

 





